In our Church this Sunday,
September 12, 2021
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
and Rally Day
IN-PERSON and ONLINE SERVICE
10:00 a.m.
ONE SERVICE---AND YOU
HAVE TWO CHOICES:

We have returned to in-person
worship services in the
sanctuary on Sundays at 10:00
a.m.
For those not ready to return to in-person worship at this
time, we will continue to offer the service through Zoom.
(see link below)
Message for All Ages by
Rev Paige Besse-Rankin
God’s Creation Partners
Genesis 1: 26-28; Psalm 8
Sunday School Blessing
Presentation of Bibles
Litany of Remembrance for 9/11
Music Ministry
The First Parish Church Choir--An Archival Recording:
Keep God's Light; Words and Music by Mark Patterson


Click here to view the Order of Service Bulletin:
Order of Service 9-12-2021
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Please click this link to join the webinar service
online: https://zoom.us/j/825890693
OR: phone in using this number:
1 929 205 6099.
When asked, use our Webinar ID: 825 890 693.
Zoom Fellowship Time
will continue following our Sunday
service.
Fellowship time will officially begin 5
minutes after the end of the
Postlude, and will be combined with
the in-person outdoor refreshment
time. That way, the folks attending in
person will be able to interact with
those Zooming into Fellowship time.
In order to get there, you have to sign out from worship and use the
link found below or in the Sunday morning email to get into the
Fellowship time.
Zoom Fellowship link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408829172?
pwd=Y3VrOVVqSnJKYjBWeC9uUmR0ZE82Zz09
Meeting ID: 834 0882 9172
Passcode: 112817

In Steeple Chat
this week:
*Sunday Worship
*Fellowship time
*Rally Day 2021
*Special Meeting
*Our Prayer List
*Pastor Paige's
Corner
*Holiday Fair
*Food Depot
*Church Supper
*Vaccine Van
*FPC Masking Policy
*FPC Drama Team
*SISC Invitation
*Lunchtime
Devotions
*Your Offerings
*Recordings Sign-up
*Thrift Shop
*Stephen Ministry
available

Hello
Youth,
Parents,

*ONA Covenant

Teachers &
CE!
Rally Day
this
Sunday,
Septembe
r 12th!
Our theme is Wild
about God!
We're wondering if parents
could send us fun photos of
their children outside in
nature" In the Wild" from
this summer for a photo
presentation during
Worship of the children
attending Sunday School
this year. Please send your
pics to IngridFPCDover
@gmail.com

September 19th - Virtual
Sunday School will begin at 9:00
am
This is our weekly Zoom Meeting
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86062
035844?
pwd=M25TeThYNmtDZ2FGVDVo
M3loZFEvZz09
Meeting ID: 860 6203 5844
Passcode: 137101

CALL TO SPECIAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given of a special
meeting of the members of First
Parish Church on Sunday, September
19, 2021, immediately following the
morning worship service in the
sanctuary. The meeting will also

convene simultaneously via Zoom,
using the worship service link.
The purpose of the meeting will be to
review and accept the Treasurer’s
Report for fiscal year 2020-2021.
This Special Meeting is called by
authority of the Church Council;
Nate Swanson, Chairperson; September 2, 2021.
 ur Prayer List is published weekly as a link
O
here in Steeple Chat.
So that we may keep the list current, please
let us know of any additions, edits, or
deletions to the Prayer List.
Please notify Linda in the church office :
firstparish@comcast.net or 742-5664
(Monday through Thursday)
Thank you.
For the latest Prayer List, click here:
Prayer List.
Women’s Issues
At our Mission and Action meeting this week, we
heard from the team running our food depot that
CAP expressed great appreciation that we had
donations of feminine products like pads and
tampons. Those are in high demand but rarely
donated.
That report reminded me of a group that started a
diaper bank in New Haven CT when I was serving a church in that area. They
explained to us that diapers are not covered by programs like SNAP (aka food
stamps). But daycares require kids to come with disposable diapers and those
of us who have had to buy them in recent years remember how expensive they
can be! So parents who need to work to get by can’t put their kids in daycare
unless they can afford diapers. (Not to mention day care – which is some cases
costs as much as college!)
It also reminded me of a church in South Dakota that collected feminine
products for the school nurses on the Reservations. There are girls there who
miss a week of school each month because they can not afford tampons and
pads.

We don’t talk about these realities enough because they are “private”,
“embarrassing”, and “personal.” We hide such things under other things in our
grocery carts and men make awkward jokes when shopping for wives or
daughters – as if we should be embarrassed or ashamed by a healthy part of
women’s physical needs. And I know that biblical codes about ritual purity
are, in part, to blame as women had to isolate themselves in ancient times so as
to not “contaminate” others.
In this week when Texas put in effect a law based on the bounty hunting
practices of slave times – incentivizing private citizens to sue anyone they
believe helped a woman received an abortion after 6 weeks of pregnancy for a
$10000 bounty and legal fees, this embarrassment about women’s basic health
needs struck me hard as very unjust and part of a bigger picture of which we
need to be more conscious.
And while we do the hard work of building a just world for all, perhaps we can
help fill the gap in donations to support the poor women who are our
neighbors.
Prayerfully,
Rev Paige
HOLIDAY FAIR PLANNING
MEETING:
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 at 1:00 PM
Join our enthusiastic team to brainstorm
ideas for our 2021 Holiday Fair. Since there
will be a congregational meeting on Sept 19th
after worship, our Fair planning meeting will
take place via Zoom at 1:00 PM.
Also a reminder: If you are reaping the benefits of an abundant summer
harvest, now’s the time to be thinking about what you might be able to
contribute for our Nov 20th Holiday Fair (canning, crafts, plants, etc)!
Food Depot Update
Thanks to all of you who donated so
generously this summer. These donations
have helped feed the Dover Community
through our cooperation with Grab and
Go, but primarily with CAP, Community
Action Partnerships. We welcome all nonperishable donations. Our plan is to
highlight two of the categories of
donations for the next few weeks.
This week we focus on breakfast and protein items.

Breakfast and Protein items:
Hot and cold cereals Hearty soups Coffee Stews Tea bags Canned meats Shelf
stable milk Canned seafood Peanut butter Nuts Nut butters Canned beans
Please note that these lists are not all inclusive, just suggestions. ‘Use by’ dates
are important! We cannot distribute expired food.
The Food Depot has received a special request from CAP. There is a need for
feminine products, particularly feminine pads. We will be requesting these for
the next few weeks. Thank you.
Your offerings may be placed in the food donations bins conveniently located at
the parking lot Atrium entrance. Thanks for helping to feed our community.
Church Supper Fundraisers are Back!
Mark your calendars for October 9:
Drive through pick-up times 4:30, 5:00 and 5:30
Menu:
Roast Pork and Gravy, Smashed Red Potato
Fresh Green Beans, Oven Roasted Butternut
Squash, Apple Crisp
$15 Per Dinner
Watch for sign up links and more information in next weeks’ Steeple Chat.

Masking Policy at FPC
Recently our Church Council voted to
put in place a new masking policy for the
church building. This will tie the
masking requirements to the
transmission rates for COVID. When the
CDC has assessed the transmission rate
for Covid in our country to be “High” or
“Substantial”, everyone will be required
to mask in the church building when in a
shared space. When the transmission rate is “Low” or “Moderate”,
unvaccinated people will be required to mask in the building and vaccinated
people will have the option to mask or not.

 sign is posted on the atrium door indicating the current status so everyone
A
entering the building will understand the expectation. We know it is frustrating
to have to wear masks all the time again, but we want to create as safe an
environment as possible for those coming into the church building and for our
staff.

DRAMA TEAM
We are planning on having 4 Worship
productions this coming year and
would appreciate your
acting & musical abilities.
If you're interested please sign up through
Breeze
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/f36ad
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An Invitation from the Seacoast
Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition
(SISC):
The Seacoast Interfaith Sanctuary
Coalition is pleased to invite you to an inperson celebration of the striking
immigrant banners at Dover Friends
Meeting (141 Central Ave., Dover, NH)
Sunday, September 12 at 4:00. There will
be a brief program, with Maggie Fogarty
of AFSC speaking about the creation of
the banners and the work of Seacoast Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition. One of the
immigrants who is part of the SISC circle of support will relate her own
immigrant journey and Beth Collea will speak about how the Dover Friends'
effort to provide sanctuary has enhanced their spiritual growth. Please stay for
refreshments, to ask questions, to reconnect with other volunteers, and to find
out more about how you could help. There will be volunteers in attendance
from most of the faith communities who are members of SISC. You're also
invited to come early between 3:00 and 4:00 to join the Friends' Black Lives
Matter vigil on their front lawn facing Central Avenue.
To learn more about the work of the Seacoast Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition,
contact your First Parish Church SISC Coordinator, Joyce Tugel. Together, we
can raise awareness and understanding of the brokenness of our immigration
system, and support our neighbors in need.
Lunch Time Devotions:
Tuesday and Thursday next
week at 12:00 noon
We offer devotions on Tuesdays
and Thursday each week. This is
open for everyone on a drop-in

basis. Come when you feel like
it! What will you find when you
join us? We spend a few
moments greeting each other
and catching up, we hear a
scripture reading and a brief
reflection on that reading. Then
we listen to a song. We share
people and situations we want to
lift up in prayer and finally we pray together. Please join us Tuesdays and/or
Thursdays and ground your day in prayer. You can find us here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?
pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
Dial: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 924 0937 9536
Password: 835028
YOUR OFFERINGS
For those who are
able, we strongly
invite ongoing sharing
of pledges and
offerings. Offerings
may be made from
through the church
webpage here:
Donate; or by mail, or through electronic giving.
An additional option for giving to your church
is through the QR Code box reproduced here.
To use: Hold your IPhone or IPad camera up
to the QR Code box and a link should appear
on your screen. Click on that link which will
take you to the FPC donate area.

VIDEO Recordings of
ONLINE Sunday Services
During this time of live-streamed services,
we record the video (and audio) of our
Sunday online services. These recordings
are now available as mp4 video files
through our Basecamp software program.
If you do not already have access to
Basecamp, you may register by filling in the
registration form posted on the Breeze
program. Here is the link to sign-up:

https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/55811a

Find it at the First Thrift Shop:
The Thrift Shop is open Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 am
to 1 p.m. Donations are welcome during hours of operation.
First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need. Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,
603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming,
welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of
ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

See you ONLINE!
First Parish Church Congregational
United Church of Christ
218 Central Ave

Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664
Visit our website: www.firstparishdover.org
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