
In our ONLINE Church this Sunday,
June 13, 2021

The Third Sunday after Pentecost
Christian Education Sunday

10:00 a.m.
 ONLINE Service

Prelude Music begins at 9:50
a.m.

Dramatic reading by
Sunday School and Youth
based on I Samuel, Chapter

15

Presentation of Scholarships and Graduate Recognition

 OUR Ministry of Music:
The Sunday School Choir:

Everlasting Love

 Prelude: Rachel Swanson, violin
All Things Bright and Beautiful John Rutter

Please click this link to join the webinar service
online: https://zoom.us/j/825890693

 OR: phone in using this number: 
1 929 205 6099. 

When asked, use our Webinar ID: 825 890 693.

In Steeple Chat
this week:

*Sunday Worship

https://www.firstparishdover.org/
https://zoom.us/j/825890693


*Christian Education
Sunday

*Zoom Fellowship
*Pastor Paige's

Corner
*Our Prayer List
*Annual Meeting
*Deacons' Bench

*Church Cleanup Day
*Opportunities in our

Neighborhood
*Thank You!

*The Food Depot
*Church Historian

*Lunchtime
Devotions

*Vacation Bible
Camp

*Your Offerings
*Recordings Sign-up

*Thrift Shop
*Stephen Ministry

available
*ONA Covenant

This Sunday is Christian
Education Sunday.

Sunday School students and
their families are encouraged
to join our Zoom Worship
Service as we celebrate the
conclusion of the Sunday
School program year, award
scholarships, and recognize
the graduates in our church
family.

Please use this Zoom worship
link to join the webinar service
online: https://zoom.us/j/825

890693
 

 OR: phone in using this
number: 

1 929 205 6099. 
When asked, use our Webinar

ID: 825 890 693.

https://zoom.us/j/825890693


Zoom Fellowship Hour Following our Sunday
service.

Fellowship hour will officially begin 5 minutes after
the end of the Postlude. In order to get there, you
have to sign out from worship and use the link
found below or in the Sunday morning email to get
into the Fellowship meeting.

Please note: the Fellowship Zoom link is not available until the conclusion of
the Postlude and the service Zoom has been closed.

Zoom Fellowship link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82849698877?
pwd=N3FyR3BxUmZ3bXVkbUdjRmJ6NzV4UT09
Meeting ID: 828 4969 8877 - Passcode: 886063

Children are NOT (just) the FUTURE of the
church!

Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these. (Matthew 19:14)
    
One of my pet peeves is when well-meaning folks
get going about how “children are the future of the
church.”   Now first let me say that I completely

understand that the church is always just one generation from extinction. We
need to be teaching others the stories and the ways of Jesus and sharing the
good news of our faith to people of all ages.
 
But the reason I object to this thought of children and youth being the future of
the church is that it can feel that we miss that our children and youth are very
much our PRESENT! We do not do ministry to children but with children and
youth. They bring amazing gifts into our church life now. They inspire us and
guide us. We learn from them even as they learn from us.
 
There is a wonderful verse in Brian Wren’s hymn Bring Many Names which we
sang a couple weeks ago in worship. It images God in youthful terms in one of
the verses:
 
       Young, growing God, eager on the move,
      Saying no to falsehood and unkindness,
      Crying out for justice, giving all you have;
      Hail and Hosanna, young, growing God!
    
This Sunday, our Sunday School students of all ages, teachers, and Christian
Education board are leading us in worship. I have had a sneak peak at what they are
working on and I hear the Holy Spirit speaking through them in some amazing
ways. I hope we will put aside our “aren’t they cute?” impulse and really listen to

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82849698877?pwd=N3FyR3BxUmZ3bXVkbUdjRmJ6NzV4UT09


what they have to say to us about the life of faith. I am so thankful to have such
ministry partners as these! .
Blessings, Pastor Paige

Our Prayer List is published weekly as a link
here in Steeple Chat.

If you have prayer concerns that should be
included in our weekly listings, please contact
the church office at 742-5664 or by email at:
firstparish@comcast.net.

For the latest Prayer List, click here:
 Prayer List.

CALL to ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
 

In Accordance with Church By-Law 11.3, notice is hereby
given of the Annual Meeting of First Parish Church to be held
on Sunday, June 20, 2021, immediately following the
morning worship service. The Annual Meeting will be held
via zoom. For those who can't participate via zoom, please
contact the church office so that alternative methods of
participation can be discussed.

The full Agenda for the Meeting, as amended, may be read
here: Agenda 2021 

How much further? Are we there yet? I'm
hungry! I don't like where we're stopping- do I
have to get out? When will we be there?!

The Deacons are excited to share that we have
some answers to these questions!!

How much further?  A month! We will be
able to be TOGETHER in the Sanctuary starting
July 11th. We're viewing this as a "soft opening"
of sorts- it will not include big WELCOME
BACK celebrations- those will be scheduled at a
later time. The summer services will be a time to
figure out what works and what may need
tweaking in this new world.

Are we there yet?  not quite- but we're getting closer! We've not completed
our journey out of this time. Things will be different for a
while.  Announcements will be made on June 27th and July 4th with up to date
plans based on most current guidance. The Deacons are keenly aware of the
need to be both welcoming and safe. We anticipate mask wearing and other

https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/7d29f480-b367-4bc9-adb6-cf3bdc6c6e25.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/eaec77db-aa1d-49bd-b829-738dce903293.pdf?rdr=true


precautions. It is also important to the Deacons that everyone knows what to
expect if they choose to come to the Sanctuary- stay tuned for details.

I'm hungry!  At this time, the Deacons have decided that any fellowship time
will happen outside and will not include food. Who would have thought we'd
miss figuring out who is bringing snacks and how much cream is needed! We're
hoping that in the fall we'll be in a better position to offer a more traditional
coffee hour.

I don't like where we're stopping- do I have to get out?  No, you don't
have to get out! It is the intention to continue to offer meaningful worship to
both those in person and those who would like to participate remotely. The
Deacons and IT team are working on plans for an integrated service that is
comfortable and meaningful from a pew or from a living room. 

When will we be there?!   This is the most elusive answer of all, partly
because we don't know where "there" is!  We are watching and learning from
others as the world opens more. Paige and Rick are following the science and
keeping up with "industry standards" so to speak. The Deacons have not yet
discussed a timeline for worship without precautions. We're making progress
and rejoicing in any time we can spend together- and eagerly awaiting the
finish line.

For the Board of Deacons, Erica Helm, Chairperson 



WEEKEND OPPORTUNITIES:
 
SATURDAY: Courage Over Censorship: A
March & Meditation over the consequences
of HB544:

While the NH House and Senate are
meeting to negotiate a budget compromise,
we want them to hear clearly from the
people of New Hampshire: both the original

language of HB544 and its amended version have no place in our
budget, in our laws, or in our hearts.
This is an event to show our opposition to the entire premise of
HB544 in all of its permutations. This is a flawed premise and a flawed
process, perpetuated by a flawed Legislature.
 
We will gather at 4:00 pm on the corner of N. Main St. and Park St.
(Concord) Please wear a mask both for public safety and for the
visuals of our silent march around the state Capitol. We'll be passing



out red or white duct tape X's for participants to put on their masks as
we march to the state Capitol steps.

Participants are encouraged to bring a book that changed their
perspective on systemic racism/inequity that might be considered
"divisive" under the new law and treat the event as a giant book swap.
Attendees will be welcomed to place their book on the capitol steps
and at the end of the event, anyone who brings a book can pick a new
one!
 
We will then have speakers and songs as well as actions people can
take that day to voice their opposition to both this legislation and the
actions of this legislature.
 
Feel free to bring appropriate homemade signs, books to swap,
banners, or artwork. As always, for all of our health and safety please
observe CDC guidelines and maintain social distance as often as
possible.
RSVP to receive updates, details and reminders:
https://www.mobilize.us/rightsdemocracy/event/392817/ 
 
SUNDAY: Familias Separadas Project Unveiling & Community Event–
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Caravan @ Strafford County jail, Dover. Art unveiling
& live performance @ Dover Friends Meetinghouse, Dover. Co-hosted
by AFSC. We are excited to unveil the public artworks highlighting the
stories of community members who have participated in the Familias
Separadas project! The national project focuses on the stories of
immigrant families living in the United States and how they have been
impacted by detention and deportations. Since January 2020, lead
artist Michelle Angela Ortiz and her Creative Team (playwright Paul
Flores and local artist Grace Kindeke) have worked closely with
participants from the undocumented immigrant community in New
Hampshire. All are welcome! You may read the press release here:
Press Release

A BIG thank you all the remarkable volunteers
who stepped up to make the Jump into June

Festival a success.
 

This was a completely new endeavor for all of us
and we made it materialize in such a short

amount of time. We raised approximately $3000
along with the Wentworth Greenhouse fundraiser

for Mother’s Day. Without your love for the
church, your hard work & support… this event

wouldn’t have been possible. We’re so grateful to
you.

https://www.mobilize.us/rightsdemocracy/event/392817/
https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/49ed97c5-1c33-44da-83fb-51bce08aaa2c.pdf?rdr=true


I also want to thank those who made donations. Your donations to the Silent
Auction, Bake & Plant Sale, Jim Prue’s Collectibles, Faith’s Jewelry & Books
sale, along with the Crafter’s were above and beyond anything we could have

imagined. Thank you!

As a few of you mentioned last Saturday the event was more of a mental health
day for all of us to just be able to see each other & be together after all this

time. It was definitely cathartic and fun!
Again, thank you for your time & presence.

Phasing Forward the Food Depot
 
In the early days of the pandemic, we
created a food depot at the church to
support a number of food ministries
around town including CAP, Grab and
Go, End 68 Hours of Hunger, and our
own food assistance. Remember in those
early days there was concern that germs
could be moved around on surfaces like

food? Food Pantries felt the need to “quarantine” food for safely but they didn’t
have the space for that. With our building empty at the time, we took that on,
collecting bins of food in the parking lot, setting them aside, and then sorting
them and sending them out. The system evolved as we purchased bins and
Rotary sent volunteers to transport them. Large amounts of donated food
moved through the building – sometimes sorted by church volunteers but
mostly managed by staff. It began in the atrium and moved into the parlor. We
are now preparing to reopen the building fully and preparing to move the food
sorting center downstairs.
 
Mission and Action Committee has decided that this is a vibrant and useful
ministry and so we are going to be reorganizing it in the next month,
establishing a volunteer pool willing to come and sort food for an hour, pack it
and deliver it. We will begin again to promote the food collections and refresh
our collection containers. If you would like to join this Food Depot team, please
contact Rev Paige!

A Message from the Historical
Committee:
Are you curious about some aspect of the
history of our church that you would like
some information on? Are there ancestors
of yours who were members of the church
that you would like to know something
about? Do you wonder what roles women
played and when they were allowed to
become “Deacons”?

For this year’s celebration of Historical Sunday in October, the Historical
Committee would like to give you, our members and friends, the opportunity to
“Ask the Historian.” You can present any question related to the history of our



church, its programs and people, that you are curious about. Our Historian and
the Historical Committee will choose 3 or 4 of your questions, and base this
year’s historical presentation on the answers that we find. Please submit your
questions to “Ask the Historian” and drop them off in the church office, or mail
them to FPC, 218 Central Avenue, Dover, NH 03820, by July 1, 2021.

Lunch Time Devotions:
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
12:00 noon

We offer devotions on Tuesdays
and Thursday each week. This is
open for everyone on a drop-in
basis. Come when you feel like
it! What will you find when you

join us? We spend a few moments greeting each other and catching up, we hear
a scripture reading and a brief reflection on that reading. Then we listen to a
song. We share people and situations we want to lift up in prayer and finally we
pray together. Please join us Tuesdays and/or Thursdays and ground your day
in prayer. You can find us here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?
pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
Dial: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 924 0937 9536
Password: 835028

Virtual Vacation Bible Camp is a
Family affair again this year on August
16 through 20.

We are wondering who is interested in
a family oriented virtual summer
camp?

Our daily schedule would look
like this:

10 am - We'll meet for 40 minutes
to go over the theme for the day & sing songs,
10:40 am - We'll send the kids & families off for the day for fun activities,
to explore creation & be creative through living arts.
6:30 pm - We'll meet to close out the day to talk about what we did, and
sing some fun songs.

If you are interested, please contact me at IngridFPCDover@gmail.com

YOUR OFFERINGS 
For those who are
able, we strongly
invite ongoing sharing
of pledges and

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
mailto:IngridFPCDover@gmail.com


offerings. Offerings
may be made from
through the church
webpage here:
Donate; or by mail, or
through electronic
giving.

An additional option for giving to your church
is through the QR Code box reproduced here.

To use: Hold your IPhone or IPad camera up
to the QR Code box and a link should appear
on your screen. Click on that link which will
take you to the FPC donate area.

VIDEO Recordings of
ONLINE Sunday Services
During this time of live-streamed services,
we record the video (and audio) of our
Sunday online services. These recordings
are now available as mp4 video files
through our Basecamp software program.

If you do not already have access to
Basecamp, you may register by filling in the
registration form posted on the Breeze
program. Here is the link to sign-up:
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/fo
rm/55811a

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkeueJcc08KaXLpxO8ufUoahjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTLN7Ed0ls47hdF4OJqGtBw=&ver=3
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/55811a


Find it at the First Thrift Shop:
 The Thrift Shop is open Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 am
to 1 p.m. Donations are welcome during hours of operation.

First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need. Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,
603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming, 

welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of

ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

See you ONLINE!
First Parish Church Congregational 

United Church of Christ
218 Central Ave
Dover, New Hampshire 03820



(603) 742-5664
Visit our website: www.firstparishdover.org
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