In our Church this Sunday,
May 15, 2022

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
10:00 a.m.
ONE SERVICE---AND YOU HAVE TWO CHOICES:
We are having in-person worship services in the sanctuary
on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
For those who prefer online worship, we offer the service
live through Zoom. (see link below)
Message by Rev Paige
Besse-Rankin
Getting Out of God's Way
Acts 11: 1-18
Children's Message by Pastor Paige
Music Ministry
Jesus Is a Rock in Weary Land

First Parish Choir,
Bonnie Marshall, soloist

Please click this link to join the webinar service
online: https://zoom.us/j/825890693
OR: phone in using this number:

1 929 205 6099.
When asked, use our Webinar ID: 825 890 693.
Zoom Fellowship Time
follows our Sunday service
Fellowship time will officially begin 5 minutes after
the end of the Postlude, and will be combined with
the in-person outdoor refreshment time. That way,
the folks attending in person will be able to interact
with those Zooming into Fellowship time.
In order to get there, you have to sign out from worship and use the link found
below or in the Sunday morning email to get into the Fellowship time.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84310197500?
pwd=QW9ZWUlFVTdkajlUOU9Jd3RCQ0tiUT09
Meeting ID: 843 1019 7500
Passcode: 541084

In Steeple Chat
this week:
*Sunday Worship
*Fellowship time
*Sunday School
*Youth Group
*Pastor Paige's
Corner
*Our Prayer List
*Covid Precautions
*Is Your Pledge Card
In?
*Church Calendar
*Scholarship Info
*Graduates in 2022
*Men's Group Update
*Spring Spruce Up
*Juneteenth
Celebration
*Open and Affirming
Team
*Pride Day
*Racial Justice Team
*Lunchtime
Devotions
*Jump Into June
*Silent Auction
*Forgiveness Project
*Thrift Shop
*Your Offerings
*Recordings Sign-up
*Thrift Shop

Virtual Sunday School classes
will meet on Sundays at 9:00
am May 15, 9:00 am
May 22, 9:00 am
May 29, 9:00 am
Jun 5, 9:00 am
Jun 12, 9:00 am CHILDREN'S
SUNDAY! No Sunday school

This is our weekly Zoom
Sunday School meeting link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82124
825437?
pwd=ZVJlNnFPNHY0VHJpTFdsVj
NVeGFOQT09

*Stephen Ministry
Available
*ONA Covenant

Meeting ID: 821 2482 5437
Passcode: 899244

Daffodils in Unexpected Places
We are the first owners of our house. It was a new
build and thus it has very minimal landscaping,
though I have been puttering away at it since we
moved in. Last fall I bought a variety of spring
bulbs to plant – mostly tulips and daffodils. I
planted them in clusters in various places on the
hill in front of our home and envision over the
years they will multiply and spread and I will add to
them. So I was quite excited as the snow melted off to see the bulbs sprout and
grow and finally bloom. For the most part things went as planned, but I was
surprised to have some daffodils pop up nowhere near where they were
planted! One pair came up on the far side of the driveway. Now I suspect that
our friendly critters may have had something to do with moving them around,
but it was surprising to see those beautiful yellow blossoms holding their own
in the midst of briers and rocks.

But then life feels like that these days. Beauty shows up in unexpected
places. Sometimes it is a kind word or act. Sometimes it is a surprising gift of
grace. Sometimes it is a provocative expression in art or media. Sometimes it is
a glimpse of God’s world in the midst of our own. It is important to watch for
these unexpected daffodils – to take notice of them and to be mindful of them.
I was looking at one of these stray flowers far from the garden and thinking I
liked having daffodils over there. I might plant some more so it has
friends. And perhaps life is like that as well.
 lessings,
B
Rev Paige

 ur Prayer List is published weekly as a
O
link here in Steeple Chat.
So that we may keep the list current, please
let us know of any additions, edits, or
deletions to the Prayer List.
Please notify Kayla in the church office :
firstparish@comcast.net or 742-5664
Thank you.
For the latest Prayer List, click here:
Prayer List
Covid Precautions at Church
The numbers of Covid cases in our area have
sharply risen over the last 2 weeks and we are
right on the edge of turning back into a red zone
– hopefully for a short time. Masking in the
building is guided by the CDC Community
Status. Signs will be posted. We do have masks
available for those who need them when they enter the building. If we move to
Red Community status, everyone will be masked in the building and
Fellowship time will move outside.

Is Your Pledge Card In Yet?
Church leaders are working hard on a budget proposal
to bring to the annual meeting, but that can’t be
finalized without a good sense of pledges for the year to
come, as that is a major part of our income. We are so
thankful for everyone who has turned in a pledge card
by email, online, or using the paper card. If you haven’t
turned yours in yet, we would greatly appreciate it if you
could do it now.

One easy way is to use this link: Click Here for
Pledges

Where is that zoom link? And other
Church Calendar Adventures
Many of us have an abundance of meetings these days
using Zoom and other online services. Much church
business is happening that way in these days and one of
the great challenges is finding the meeting links for
programs, meetings, and worship when we want them!
We try to put links up in Basecamp in the “Events” section of each group’s
calendar. (You have to click on the event to see the link.) These get sent out in
meeting reminders by email as well – depending on how you have your
notifications set up. Still, we know that Basecamp isn’t always easy to
access. We will continue that practice, but we want to offer another option for
you.
Our main church calendar has a link, click here for: FPC Calendar
We will include this link is Steeple Chat each week. You can also find it in
Basecamp HQ. Clicking the link will take you the current month, but there are
navigation arrows on the top left corner to move forward to future months. If
you click on the event, it will open up with more details – including now the
Zoom access information. (We are filling these in now, so give us a week!)
Would you like a short video about how to access the calendar? Try this!
If you have something you want added to the church calendar or if you have a
meeting for which you need a Zoom meeting set up, please contact Kayla in the
office and she will be able to help you.
We know that these virtual tools do not come easily and technology can let us
down, but we are here to help! Let us know how else we can make these access
issues easier!

Offering Scholarships to Students

First Parish Church offers scholarships to graduating
high school seniors who are continuing on to college
and also to current college students. Some funds are
designated to those who are studying for a career in
the health fields or the business world. There are
also funds for more general courses of study.
To apply for these funds, you must fill out the forms
and submit them by May 15th, 2022.
The link to these forms is listed below: Click Here for Scholarships

Graduates 2022
A tradition at First Parish is to
recognize and celebrate our
church family graduates each
June. This includes high school,
two-year programs, college, and
graduate school degrees.
If you have have a graduate in your family, please send to the church
office a picture of the graduate with information on the school, college,
or program they are graduating from. Please send your pictures and
information either by email to: firstparish@comcast.net or mail to
218 Central Ave, Dover, NH 03820.
Men’s Group Update
Men's Group has started a new book study. The book is Who
Wrote the Bible by Richard Elliott Friedman. Men's Group is
currently meeting at the Cielo Drive Community Center from 7
PM to 8 PM every Wednesday. We adjourn to La Festa for further
fellowship. Please contact Sam Ronda at 603-337-5258 with any
questions.

Church Spring Spruce Up Day – May 14th
Mark your calendars and gather your garden gloves and
tools as Wardens will again host a Church gardens spruce
up on Sat. May 14th from 9 to noon. We will be weeding
and planting annuals , and generally cleaning up the yards
around the church and Parish House. It’s an easy job if we
have many hands! Come and join the crew.
If you’d like to add to our gardens, bring along annuals or
perennials to plant in and around the yards.
Click Here to Volunteer.

Join the Celebration in
Portsmouth
The Racial Justice & Healing Team
invites you to join them in
celebration of Juneteenth at the
Portsmouth Music Hall. Juneteenth is a federal holiday in the United States
commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African-Americans. It is also
often observed for celebrating African-American culture.
Join us for the concert…Let It Shine: Howard Gospel Choir
Saturday, June 18, 2022, 4:00pm
The Music Hall Portsmouth, NH
Purchase your own ticket online. Tickets are $35.00 general admission.
Founded in the fall of 1968 by
Melanie Russell and Rosalind
Thompkins, the Howard Gospel
Choir (HGC) of Howard University,
Washington DC is the first collegiate
choir of its kind in the world. As a
result, HGC has pioneered an
international legacy in gospel music
ministry. For almost five decades, the
Howard Gospel Choir has set a very
high standard as a premier performing arts ensemble, singing at a wide variety
of venues.
This event is presented in partnership with the Black Heritage Trail of New
Hampshire.
The name “Juneteenth” is a blend of two words: “June” and “nineteenth.” It's
believed to be the oldest African-American holiday, with annual celebrations
on June 19th in different parts of the country dating back to 1866. The holiday
was first celebrated in Texas, where on that date in 1865, in the aftermath of
the Civil War, slaves were declared free under the terms of the 1862
Emancipation Proclamation.
Please let Susan Dunker know If you are attending. Email: sedunker15@gmail.com

Open and Affirming Team being
Convened
Although the congregation voted to become
Open and Affirming several years ago, we have
not had a team working to continue to address
those commitments. There is interested in

getting a working group together. If you are
interested, please speak with or email Rev Paige
at pastorpaigebr@gmail.com.

Join Us In Portsmouth for Pride
Day
On Saturday, June 25th, Seacoast Outright
will hold its annual Pride Day in
Portsmouth. You can check it out at
https://www.seacoastoutright.org/pr
ide. As part of the day, there will be a
"PRIDE Marketplace" at Strawbery Banke from 12:30pm to 5pm (rain or
shine).
Our church will have a booth in the Marketplace to support and celebrate with
participants. It is a great way to live our "Open and Affirming" designation as
well as connect with local LGBTQ+ folks and their allies.
If you can give any amount of time to hang out and help cover the booth (no
experience necessary - just a friendly smile required), please contact Allison
Friend-Gray at allison_tugel@alumni.brown.edu.

Lunch Time Devotions:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
each week at 12:00 noon
We offer devotions on Tuesdays
and Thursday each week. This is
open for everyone on a drop-in
basis. Come when you feel like
it! What will you find when you
join us? We spend a few moments greeting each other and catching up, we hear
a scripture reading and a brief reflection on that reading. Then we listen to a
song. We share people and situations we want to lift up in prayer and finally we
pray together. Please join us Tuesdays and/or Thursdays and ground your day
in prayer. You can find us here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?
pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
Dial: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 924 0937 9536
Password: 835028

Our annual Jump into June Festival is almost here!
JUNE 4TH/RAIN DATE: JUNE 11
To clarify, the article from last week's Steeple Chat, the proceeds
raised will go to the church general fund which supports our various
missions throughout our church and community.
We're having Live music, a SILENT AUCTION, Amazing Baked
Goods, PIES, Games provided through our neighbors St Mary's, Face
Painting, Various local vendors, Plants, Artists/Crafters and so much
more!
We'd appreciate your help very much. We're searching for volunteers to help in
various positions at this event.
Please sign up on the following Breeze link
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/65db82 to see where you
would like to be on the day of the event.
Please join us in making this Fundraising event a successful one!
If you have any questions, please contact:
Ingrid Roeder
Program Director + Volunteer Coordinator
IngridFPCDover@Gmail.com

Baked Goods Donation
FOR JUMP INTO JUNE FESTIVAL
SATURDAY JUNE 4TH
Here is the Breeze link for making
donations for BAKED GOODS

DONATIONS for day of the event
Jump into June Festival.
Click Here for Breeze Link

Jump into June Festival Silent
Auction
Calling all First Parish members and
friends… it’s time to demonstrate your
creativity! The Jump into June Festival
(JiJF) takes place on June 4th from
10:00AM-2:00PM and one of the main
attractions at the festival is the Silent
Auction table. The JiJF committee is looking
for contributions for this table in the form of
themed baskets, gift certificates to local
businesses or for experiences. Regifts of new
items, certificates for personal services like babysitting, housecleaning or
yardwork are also welcome. If you have a vacation home to share or an item
that might be useful to others to share, those also make great items on which to
bid. Our bakers and cooks could donate the service of a meal or bread a month
for a period of time. The sky is the limit for ideas! Put on your thinking caps
and join the effort to support FPC.
If you need help with ideas or would like to contribute, please contact Sandy
O’Neill at sandy_oneill@comcast.net. Gift certificates can be dropped off
in the church office with Kayla for safe-keeping and items for the table can be
dropped off at the church the week of May 23rd up until Thursday June 2.
Here is the Breeze link for
the those who would like to
donate pies for individuals
who are ordering
Online Pie Orders ONLY.
People will pick up their pies
the day of the event.
Click Here for Breeze
Link

The Forgiveness Project visits the
Community Church of Durham:

The Forgiveness project is an international traveling
exhibit being hosted at the Community Church of
Durham. It promises to be a powerful series of events,
and of course a powerful exhibit as well.
Highlights include:
Saturday, May 14 at 6 pm: All of Us (Film)
Sunday, May 15 at 10 am: Ecosystems of Compassion
Sunday, May 15 at 1 pm: Global Conversation
Exhibit open for viewing daily, from 9 am to 8 pm, in the Fellowship Hall.
The webpage: https://www.ccdurham.org/the-forgiveness-projectmay-22/ has most of the information folks will need.

Thrift Store
The Thrift Store is open on:
THURSDAYS 1-4 PM
SATURDAYS 10 AM-1 PM
The Thrift Store is seeking volunteers
for Friday hours in the future. If you
are interested in volunteering, please
contact the Thrift Shop volunteers on Thursday or Saturday, or contact Ingrid
at IngridFPCDover@gmail.com
Thrift Shop donations are being accepted during regular hours.
YOUR OFFERINGS
For those who are
able, we strongly
invite ongoing sharing
of pledges and
offerings. Offerings
may be made from
through the church
webpage here: Donate; or by mail, or through electronic giving.
An additional option for giving to your
church is through the QR Code box
reproduced here.
To use: Hold your IPhone or IPad camera
up to the QR Code box and a link should
appear on your screen. Click on that link
which will take you to the FPC donate
area.

VIDEO Recordings of
ONLINE Sunday Services
During this time of live-streamed services,
we record the video (and audio) of our
Sunday online services. These recordings
are now available as mp4 video files
through our Basecamp software program.
If you do not already have access to
Basecamp, you may register by filling in the
registration form posted on the Breeze
program. Here is the link to sign-up:
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/fo
rm/55811a

Find it at the First Thrift Shop:
The Thrift Shop is open Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 am
to 1 p.m. Donations are welcome during hours of operation.
First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need. Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,
603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming,
welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of

ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

See you ONLINE!
First Parish Church, Congregational,
United Church of Christ
218 Central Ave
Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664
Visit our website:
www.firstparishdover.org
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