
In our Church this Sunday,
October 24, 2021

The Twenty-second Sunday
after Pentecost

IN-PERSON and ONLINE SERVICE

10:00 a.m.

 ONE SERVICE---AND YOU HAVE TWO CHOICES:

We have returned to in-person worship services in the
sanctuary on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

For those not ready to return to in-person worship at this
time, we will continue to offer the service through Zoom.
(see link below)

Message by Rev Paige Besse-Rankin  
 Choosing Sight
Mark 10: 46-52   

Children's Message by Rev Paige
 

We share the Sacrament of Baptism with
Cambree Ann Kirchofer,

born January 2, 2020, daughter of
Michelle and Gregory Kirchofer.          

 Music Ministry
The First Parish Chorale:

 Jesus Loves Me  Words: Anna B. Warner;
Music: William B. Bradbury

Based on Claire de Lune by Claude
Debussy

Arranged by Fred Bock;
 Choral setting by Lloyd Larson

https://www.firstparishdover.org/


Rick Gremlitz, director;
Jeannie Goodwin, piano

Emily Grondin, video production and editing

Click here to view the Order of Service Bulletin:
Bulletin for October 24

   
Please click this link to join the webinar service

online: https://zoom.us/j/825890693

 OR: phone in using this number: 
1 929 205 6099. 

When asked, use our Webinar ID: 825 890 693.

Zoom Fellowship Time 
will continue following our Sunday service.

Fellowship time will officially begin 5 minutes
after the end of the Postlude, and will be
combined with the in-person outdoor
refreshment time. That way, the folks
attending in person will be able to interact

with those Zooming into Fellowship time.

In order to get there, you have to sign out from worship and use the
link found below or in the Sunday morning email to get into the
Fellowship time.

Zoom Fellowship link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408829172?
pwd=Y3VrOVVqSnJKYjBWeC9uUmR0ZE82Zz09

Meeting ID: 834 0882 9172
Passcode: 112817

In Steeple Chat
this week:

*Sunday Worship
*Fellowship time
*Sunday School
*Our Prayer List
*Pastor Paige's

Corner
*All Saints Day

*Holiday Fair Going
Live!

*NH UCC Annual
Meeting

*Warming Shelter
Volunteers

*Flower Ministry
*Church Fair Poster

*Sunday School
Teachers

 Hello Families, Teachers &
CE!

Virtual Sunday School begins at
9:00 am

Sunday October 24th
Sunday October 31st

https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/3020b1ef-c42c-479a-9011-824e16288993.pdf?rdr=true
https://zoom.us/j/825890693
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408829172?pwd=Y3VrOVVqSnJKYjBWeC9uUmR0ZE82Zz09


*Lunchtime
Devotions

*Your Offerings
*Recordings Sign-up

*Thrift Shop
*Stephen Ministry

available
*ONA Covenant

Sunday November 7th

This is our weekly Zoom Meeting
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86062
035844pwd=M25TeThYNmtDZ2F
GVDVoM3loZFEvZz09
Meeting ID: 860 6203 5844
Passcode: 137101

 
The Zoom link will also be
emailed on the morning of

Sunday School
 
 

Any questions, please contact the
Program Director Ingrid Roeder
at IngridFPCDover@gmail.com

 Our Prayer List is published weekly as a
link here in Steeple Chat.

So that we may keep the list current, please
let us know of any additions, edits, or
deletions to the Prayer List.
Please notify Linda in the church office :
firstparish@comcast.net or 742-5664
(Monday through Thursday)
Thank you.

For the latest Prayer List, click here:
Prayer List 

Behind the Scenes
 
Some years ago now I was driving a young person
home after a youth group meeting. We were
chatting and he asked me what I did for work. I
was a little puzzled by the question. “I am the
pastor of your church,” I reminded him. “Oh I
know,” he said. “But that is just Sundays,
right? What is your job for the rest of time.” I
laughed and explained that, in fact, most pastors
work lots of hours beyond Sundays. But I also

recognized that most of what was going on to keep the church active was
invisible to him. There is a lot of “behind the scenes” that has to be done, but it
is often invisible.
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86062035844pwd=M25TeThYNmtDZ2FGVDVoM3loZFEvZz09
https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/6b8d9586-e86d-48d5-920b-53192f975c3b.pdf?rdr=true


The Online Fair Store is going to have its grand opening on Monday. When you
click over to go shopping, it would be easy to take it for granted – like shopping
on Amazon. But I know from what I have observed around the last couple of
months around the building what an amazing amount of volunteer work has
gone into not only creating the items being sold, but photographing, writing
descriptions, pricing, organizing, and uploading things into the online store. I
heard from the volunteer loading everything into the store that it is taking an
average of 3 minutes/item to set things up on the store page – and that is the
tip of the iceberg of what it has taken to get this store ready to open.
   
Or each time we have a hymn or an anthem in worship in our hybrid form, I
think about the hours of behind the scenes work that creates those worship
pieces. For the choir anthems, the first tracks are laid down with
accompaniment and direction. But then choir members each make their own
videos – some at home on their own and others come into the sanctuary in
ones and twos to record their parts. Then Emily Grondin takes those 20+
videos and syncs them up and edits them together into the virtual choir. I have
done just enough video editing over the last couple of years to recognize what a
huge amount of time it takes to get everything lined up.
 
I made a list for Council this week of committees, teams, and ministries
running in the church life right now and came up with something close to 50
groups. It is awesome and the result is a vibrant and active community of faith.
 
So I want to give thanks to everyone who is working so hard and giving so
much of themselves in these days. And I would invite you to take notice of
those working behind the scenes and perhaps take a moment to send them a
note, an email, or an in person word of appreciation. It is amazing to see the
church in action.
 
Blessings,  Rev Paige

All Saints Day request
We are preparing for All Saints Day observed
in worship next Sunday, October 31st. We
would like to gather names of those whom
you would like remembered this year. There
will be an opportunity to share names in the
Q&A section during worship for the next
couple of weeks. Or, you can share names
and even photos by email
to firstparish@comcast.net 

In the church, the word Saint gets used in a
couple of ways. While it is often used in the ways the wider culture uses it to be
an extraordinary person worthy of special notice, it is also used to apply to all
the faithful who are seen as blessed. The word saint has its roots in the same
word for “holy”. A life of faith is seen as a transforming force that “sanctifies” us
– transforms us to be more Christ-like. The tradition of “All Saints Day” is to
remember those who have died – particularly those in the prior year. All
Hallows Eve (Halloween) also spun off from this celebration.

mailto:firstparish@comcast.net


Holiday Fair Update

Our Our Virtual Holiday Fair begins next week!
     
www.fpcfair.org will “go live” on Monday
October 25th. 

How can you help make our event a success?
·               Shop our website early for your best choice of
hundreds of different specialty items! 
·               Tell friends and family about our on-line sales
of baked goods and handcrafted items (great for
holiday gifts!)

·               “Share” our Fair posting on Facebook so your friends will see it.

Stay tuned to Steeple Chat in the coming weeks for opportunities to volunteer
for our “Processing and Packing Team”. The team will be hard at work the
week of November 15th, preparing for our Drive-Through event on November
20th.

New Hampshire Conference, UCC
220th Annual Meeting 2021
Overview
from your FPC Conference
Delegation

 
This year’s NHCUCC Annual Meeting
focused on the theme of ‘Building
Beloved Community’ and was held via Zoom on October 16th. Prior to this
business meeting, delegates and visitors were invited to participate in three
Connecting Sessions where we heard from Conference delegates who attended
General Synod 33 via Zoom this summer, the NHCUCC proposed budget and
had discussion around the resolution initiated and sponsored by FPC in
support of educators and encouraging healthy dialogue around elimination of
racism. All of these connecting sessions, Annual Meeting, the Keynoter address
and other sessions can be viewed by visiting
https://www.nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/2021-annual-meeting.
 
During the presentation by General Synod delegates, we heard about three
resolutions that passed during the business meeting at Synod. Churches are
being asked to promote and support these resolutions is a variety of ways. The
three resolutions are:
-                     The United Nations International Decade for People of African Descent
 Resolution
-                     Declaration for a Just Peace Between Israel and Palestine Resolution
-                     The Rights of Nature Resolution
 
The budget presentation highlighted the challenges and joys in budgeting
during a pandemic and the wonderful support that our Conference continues to
get from our churches, Friends of the Conference campaigns and the work and

http://www.fpcfair.org/
https://www.nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/2021-annual-meeting.


commitment of the volunteers who serve on ministries and teams on behalf of
the NHCUCC.
 
We are thrilled to share that the resolution initiated and sponsored by FPC
passed with a 99% affirmative vote. Listening to the conversation during this
connecting session stimulated our thoughts around action items and continued
conversation that needs to happen now that the resolution has passed. The
Conference office has already sent out a press release about the support shown
for this resolution! Passing a resolution is only the first step in making the
intent a reality and it was great to hear about work already being coordinated
and brainstormed in our communities.
 
The business of the Annual Meeting included passage of the resolution
mentioned above, passage of the proposed budget, acceptance of the
Nominating report which included new Board of Director members and
General Synod 44 delegates, recognition of staff and volunteers who combined
efforts to put this meeting together, recap of the Horton Center Camp activities
conducted this past summer and celebration of clergy ordination
anniversaries. Each year we also take time to read the names of those clergy
who have died since the last annual meeting.
 
Conference Minister Gordon Rankin highlighted a couple of items that directly
impact the churches in the New Hampshire Conference. Although in the UCC,
the Associations are the ones that ultimately ordain people for Pastoral
Ministry, the ordination process has been evolving into a more complex and
individualized journey. Most of our Associations have now worked to establish
a unified state-wide team to work with Members in Discernment (MIDs) in
preparation for ordination. MIDs will still come back to Associations for
Ecclesiastical Councils. This new process includes mentoring teams for each
MID who work intentionally with them through their process. The hope is for
more consistent support of MIDs so that those coming into pastoral ministry
are well prepared. Rev. Rankin also talked about changes to the Search and
Call process. We currently have 41 churches who are in the process of
discerning their needs for Pastoral leadership.
 
This year’s keynoter address was interactive with keynoters Rev. Chad Abbott
and Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund. Once the delegates and Pastor Paige get together to
talk about this address, you will be hearing more as we apply what we heard to
some of First Parish Church’s initiatives.
 
It is our pleasure as delegates to serve First Parish Church in this way!

Serving the Homeless
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.    Matthew 22:39

Please join the Zoom presentation on
volunteering to serve our homeless
neighbors on this Sunday October 24
at 11:45 a.m. Dan Clark of Community
Action Partnership of Strafford



County (CAPSC) will share his plans
for the Willand Drive Warming
Shelter and offer opportunities to
volunteer to help some of the most
vulnerable members of our
community. The Zoom meeting link is
below.

Dan also seeks the following items
which he will share with our homeless
neighbors:
·      Wagons to help people move their

belongings from place to place;
·      Tents;
·      Boots;
·      Sleeping Bags;
·      Gift cards to local restaurants or supermarkets; and
·      Gas cards for those who have cars.
You may place a gently used wagon or tent in the donation box in the
Atrium. You may give a gift card or gas card to Linda in the office.
Dan Clark is also offering services to the homeless while local officials remove
them from an encampment on private land in Somersworth. He would like to
offer meals on the days homeless people go to the Willand Drive Shelter to
explore services. Here is his SignUpGenius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aa5a728a2fec70-willand
 
If you are able to organize a delivery of meals, please post that link in your
browser and choose a date and time. And let Don Goodnow know if you would
like help paying for food. He will help you get reimbursed.
Thanks for your service to the the least of these brothers and sisters of mine.
Here is the Zoom Link for the Sunday October 24, 2021 Zoom gathering:
 
Topic: Training for Winter Shelter
Time: Oct 24, 2021 11:45 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84500092863?
pwd=WkpxTTlKRHhyY0dBZ0VWbklwYUhWUT09
Meeting ID: 845 0009 2863
Passcode: 471688
 
If you have questions or want to volunteer, you may contact Don Goodnow at
ddgoodnow@GMail.com or at 603-953-4500.

Flower Ministry
Delivery Help Needed
 
First Parish Church is lucky to have generous
members who have purchased altar flowers for
October, November, and most of
December. These flowers not only are a tribute to
a loved one or a celebration, but they also serve as

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aa5a728a2fec70-willand
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84500092863?pwd=WkpxTTlKRHhyY0dBZ0VWbklwYUhWUT09
mailto:ddgoodnow@GMail.com


a wonderful gift to friends and members of the
church for a variety of reasons.
 
The flower ministry needs delivery people, to
bring flowers to deserving individuals. Will you
please consider volunteering for these deliveries?
 
If you are in the church building, please sign up in
the white book, outside the church office. OR call
603-742-5664 OR email
‘firstparish@comcast.net’ - so Linda can add you
to the schedule.
 
If you have not participated in the flower ministry before, Sandy O’Neill will
provide training.
 
We need your help - Thank you!
Sandy O’Neill



Sunday School Teachers Needed

The Christian Education Committee is in search of
those who are passionate about teaching our

children.

If you are interested in teaching Sunday school, please contact Ingrid Roeder,
Program Director & Volunteer Coordinator IngridFPCDover@gmail.com or
406.407.4371



PLEASE NOTE:

LUNCHTIME
DEVOTIONS WILL NOT
BE HELD ON
 OCTOBER 26 & 28

Lunch Time Devotions:
Tuesdays and Thursdays each week at 12:00 noon

We offer devotions on Tuesdays and Thursday each week. This is open for
everyone on a drop-in basis. Come when you feel like it! What will you find
when you join us? We spend a few moments greeting each other and catching
up, we hear a scripture reading and a brief reflection on that reading. Then we
listen to a song. We share people and situations we want to lift up in prayer and
finally we pray together. Please join us Tuesdays and/or Thursdays and ground
your day in prayer. You can find us here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?
pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
Dial: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 924 0937 9536
Password: 835028

YOUR OFFERINGS 
For those who are
able, we strongly
invite ongoing sharing
of pledges and
offerings. Offerings
may be made from
through the church
webpage here:

Donate; or by mail, or through electronic giving.

An additional option for giving to your church
is through the QR Code box reproduced here.

To use: Hold your IPhone or IPad camera up
to the QR Code box and a link should appear
on your screen. Click on that link which will
take you to the FPC donate area.

VIDEO Recordings of
ONLINE Sunday Services
During this time of live-streamed services,
we record the video (and audio) of our
Sunday online services. These recordings

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkeueJcc08KaXLpxO8ufUoahjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTLN7Ed0ls47hdF4OJqGtBw=&ver=3


are now available as mp4 video files
through our Basecamp software program.

If you do not already have access to
Basecamp, you may register by filling in the
registration form posted on the Breeze
program. Here is the link to sign-up:
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/fo
rm/55811a

Find it at the First Thrift Shop:
 The Thrift Shop is open Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 am
to 1 p.m. Donations are welcome during hours of operation.

First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need. Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,
603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming, 

welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of

ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/55811a


See you ONLINE!
First Parish Church Congregational 

United Church of Christ
218 Central Ave
Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664
Visit our website: www.firstparishdover.org
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