In our Church this Sunday,
January 16, 2021

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Martin Luther King Jr Sunday
IN-PERSON and ONLINE SERVICE
10:00 a.m.
ONE SERVICE---AND YOU HAVE TWO CHOICES:
We are having in-person worship services in the sanctuary
on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
For those who prefer online worship, we offer the service
live through Zoom. (see link below)
Message by
Rev Paige Besse-Rankin

What's In a Name?
Isaiah 62: 1-5; Psalm 36: 5-10

Children's Message by
Pastor Paige
Music Ministry

First Parish Virtual Choir:
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day
English Folk Song; arranged Robert Lehman

Click here to view the Order of Service Bulletin:
Bulletin for January 16

Please click this link to join the webinar service
online: https://zoom.us/j/825890693

OR: phone in using this number:
1 929 205 6099.
When asked, use our Webinar ID: 825 890 693.
Zoom Fellowship Time
follows our Sunday service.
Fellowship time will officially begin 5 minutes after
the end of the Postlude, and will be combined with
the in-person outdoor refreshment time. That way,
the folks attending in person will be able to interact
with those Zooming into Fellowship time.
In order to get there, you have to sign out from worship and use the link found
below or in the Sunday morning email to get into the Fellowship time.
Zoom Fellowship link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408829172?
pwd=Y3VrOVVqSnJKYjBWeC9uUmR0ZE82Zz09
Meeting ID: 834 0882 9172 Passcode: 112817

In Steeple Chat
this week:
*Sunday Worship
*Fellowship time
*Sunday School
*Youth Group
*MLK Jr Celebration
*Our Prayer List
*Pastor Paige's
Corner
*Warming Shelter
*NHN Thank you
*Prepared to Serve
*New Members Class
*Call for Assistance
*In-reach Ministry
*Vaccine Van
*Horton Center
Summer Camps 2022
*SERRV Items
*Lunchtime
Devotions
*Your Offerings
*Recordings Sign-up
*Thrift Shop
*Stephen Ministry
available
*ONA Covenant

Virtual Sunday School classes
will meet on Sundays at 9:00
am January 16th
January 23rd
January 30th
 ebruary 6th
F
February 13
February 20th NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL-Winter Recess
February 27

This is our weekly Zoom
Sunday School meeting link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86062
035844?
pwd=M25TeThYNmtDZ2FGVDVo
M3loZFEvZz09

Meeting ID: 860 6203 5844

Passcode: 137101
YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE:
We will meet in person every other week
starting in January at the church.
Here are the Sundays we're
meeting from 4-5pm:
Sunday January 16th
Sunday January 30th
Sunday February13th
Sunday February 27th
Sunday March 13th
Sunday March 27th
Sunday April 10th
Sunday April 24th
Sunday May 8th NO YOUTH
GROUP - Mother's Day
Sunday May 22nd

DARLA’s 2022
Celebration of Dr
Martin Luther King
Jr
A Community
Conversation:
“What Stories are
we telling ourselves
and our kids about
race?”
Speakers, Music, & Discussion Groups
January 16, 2022 at 7 pm on Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957035202?
pwd=MDFvNWxZNUg1VURjL3EyTDlJekViZz09
Meeting ID: 829 5703 5202 Passcode: 366792

Dial +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) or +1 301 715 8592 US
(Washington DC)
The Church Office will be closed
on Monday, January 17
in observance of the
Martin Luther King Jr Holiday.

 ur Prayer List is published weekly as a
O
link here in Steeple Chat.
So that we may keep the list current, please
let us know of any additions, edits, or
deletions to the Prayer List.
Please notify Linda in the church office :
firstparish@comcast.net or 742-5664
(Monday through Thursday)
Thank you.
For the latest Prayer List, click here:
Prayer List
Our Inescapable Network
If there was ever any doubt, Covid has shown us
just how interconnected the world is! The
omicron variant was identified in South Africa in
the middle of November – just 2 months ago. We
may feel very far from life in South Africa with
little connection. Yet despite efforts to prevent
the spread, Omicron has now touched us all as
New Hampshire cases have skyrocketed
upward. As horrified as I am by what is
happening with Covid at the moment, the reality of our connections is
important for us to understand.
In preparation for observances honoring Dr Martin Luther King this weekend,
I have been reading some of his writings. I came across an excerpt from his
“Letter from Birmingham Jail” that he wrote in April 16, 1963, while
imprisoned in the Birmingham City Jail for protesting the segregation of eating
facilities. While there, he read a letter in the newspaper by local Protestant and
Jewish clergy who criticized him for pushing integration too quickly. He wrote
his response on scraps of paper, napkins and even toilet paper. Included in his
response were these words: “[You are right when you note that we are
outsiders coming in to your community, but we have come
to Birmingham because there is terrible injustice here and we must respond

like the Apostle Paul did to the Macedonian call for help.] Moreover, I am
cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly
by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham.
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly, affects us all indirectly....Anyone who lives inside
the United States can never be considered an outsider anywhere within its
bounds.”
We have seen how far and fast a tiny virus can spread through this inescapable
network, but as we approach Dr King’s birthday, I find my self hoping and
praying that there are other more positive forces that can spread to the ends of
the earth and cause a more positive impact. Can compassion
spread? Justice? Mercy? Love? Can our commitment to love our neighbor?
To honor Dr King, Monday, January 17 has been set as a National Day of
Service. This seems very fitting to me as we seek to live into his dream.
Blessings!
Rev Paige
Warming Shelter Update
So far this winter, six First Parish Church
volunteers have contributed 200 meals to very
appreciative recipients at the Willand Drive
(Somersworth) Warming Shelter. Those
donations, and the donations of many other
members of our community, have made a
huge difference in the lives of many. The
Shelter Manager requests people give meals in
batches of 10 meals. You can sign up to deliver
meals to the Shelter in January by following this link:
Warming Shelter Meals
Your Mission and Action Board has offered to reimburse volunteers (through
gift cards; with receipts) for the cost of ingredients in the meals they
prepare. Any gift cards left over in March will be offered to those in need
through the First Parish Crisis Services Desk.
If you need help with the sign-up software or if you would like to be reimbursed
for ingredients, please call Don Goodnow at 603-953-4500. Don will also pick
up your meals and deliver them to the Shelter, if you wish.
The Community Action Partnership of Strafford County is still collecting gently
used boots, sleeping bags, and warm clothing. You can contribute by dropping
items into the donation box in the Atrium.
Thanks to those who have been so generous with their time and resources. And
thank you for considering helping to provide food and winter clothing to some
of our most vulnerable neighbors.
Contact information for Dan Clark is:

Daniel Clark, Shelter Manager
Community Action Partnership of Strafford County
577 Central Avenue, Suite 10, Dover, NH 03820
603.953.5062 or DClark@straffordcap.org
Thank you, First Parish Church!
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors team wants to
thank the congregation for their overwhelming
support of their recent candidate ‘Nikki’, a single
mother with a new baby and girl and 4 year old
daughter who will be moving into My Friends
Place. Through your generosity, NHN collected nearly
everything on the list, just a very few items remain
that we will be purchasing.
Additionally, Barbara Kipp kindly opened the Thrift Shop so we were able to
find a working vacuum, and a few other things that were on the list.
Thank you First Parish - great work!!!
Prepared to Serve 2022 will be held as an
online event featuring 12 workshops from
February 8 - 17.
This year’s theme is from the scripture passage
found in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here!”
We believe the popularity of this event is due in
large part to our ability to offer workshops that
meet the needs of our local
churches. Download the event brochure to learn more about this year's
workshop offerings.
Register now: https://cvent.me/YdeNld
Stay up-to-date on this event by visiting:
www.nhcucc.org/caring-for-congregations/prepared-to-serve
New Members Class Are you interested in
learning what it means to be a member of
First Parish Church? Would you like to know
more about our history and ministries? Are
you curious about what the United Church of
Christ stands for? Then sign up for our
winter New Member’s Class. The class meets
3 times. This session will all be via Zoom. It
is a great way to get to know some new friends and to better understand what it
means to be part of the church! You can sign up here:

https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/e22c3426
Speak to Rev Paige if you have any questions!
A Call for Assistance
We received word from our
ministry partner, My Friend’s
Place, that a large portion of
their residents have tested
positive for Covid and need to
stay isolated. This is having an impact on their community meals in the shelter
and they are asking for assistance with meals. Their director writes:
“My Friend's Place is a homeless shelter in Dover that serves single men,
women and children. We currently have 23 guests here and have had our first
COVID outbreak. We currently have 9 guests with COVID who are in
isolation. We are looking to the community for assistance with nightly
meals. We are hoping that you could assist us with one or two meals for the
house. We would need at least one family style meal for the non COVID
positive clients but would also need 12 individual meals for the COVID Positive
people and their children so that they are not cross contaminating each other
with a family style meal.”
If you would be willing to help, please contact My Friend's Place
368 Washington Street, Dover NH 03820 - Phone 603-749-3017 Our Food
depot has a lot of food that could be used to create meals. Speak with a staff
member if you would like access.
In-Reach Program at FPC
This ministry reaches out in times of illness,
loss, as well as joy, as in the birth of a
baby. This group of volunteers can prepare a
meal, offer a ride to a doctor, or perhaps sit
with a loved one who needs the
company. Any needs will be
considered. Little things can make a big
difference! In-Reach activities are overseen by the Board of Deacons.
Betsy Carroll, contact coordinator (207 450-1419 or
mbcarroll2011@gmail.com) and Susan Dunker, technical coordinator (603
986-3058 or sedunker15@gmail.com) work together to make this all
happen. You can also contact the church office at 603 742-5664 or
firstparish@comcast.net.
The process is simple. Just get in touch and we will start things rolling. Betsy
will typically contact you to find out your needs and the best way for us to help
you out. Susan runs the computer program that reaches out to the volunteers,
shares what is needed and keeps track of the scheduling.
Please contact us if you would like to volunteer for this ministry of helping
others and getting to know individuals in our church community better. 

Vaccine Van returning to FPC
The New Hampshire Vaccine Van will be returning
to First Parish Church on Sunday, January 30 from
12 noon to 4:00 p.m.
Ages 5 and up are eligible for vaccines (minors
must have parental permission).
All Vaccines and boosters will be available at no
cost. No appointment necessary.
2022 Summer Camp Registration is
open so you can sign up your campers right
now! There are some brand-new camps and
some old favorites to choose from.
Check out our amazing, camp schedule at:
www.hortoncenter.org/summer-campsessions/
Four campers already signed up on the first
day registration was open - will you be
next?
Our Staff and Deans are working tirelessly to get a fabulous summer of
adventure, friendships and outdoor fun planned. We cannot wait to see you up
on the mountain in 2022!
On behalf of the whole Horton Center Family, we wish you all a safe, healthy,
and blessed New Year.
Interested in Summer Staff 2022? Apply or find out more
at: www.hortoncenter.org/employment/
Check Horton Center out on: Facebook www.facebook.com/HortonCenter and
Instagram (@hortoncenter).
PS - we're ordering some cool, new camp store stuff that we think you'll love!
Shalom my friends, shalom.
Peace, Tim & Tivvi
Tivvi Pare -she/her/hers - Summer Director
Tim Hughes he/him/his - Executive Director
Horton Center, NHCUCC
As always you can contact Tim with any questions
at: thughes@nhcucc.org or 603-545-9660.
SERRV ~ Fair Trade Handcrafted Items from
around the World
SERRV is having a 20% off sitewide Winter
Sale, and First Parish Church will receive 20%
from your order, thru 11:59pm EST January
26th through our SERRV & Earn fundraiser.

Before shopping, please check the orange
banner at the top of SERRV's home page to
make sure that First Parish Church
Congregational is identified, so that we receive
the 20% of your online order.
Our custom SERRV & Earn web link is:
serrv.org?a=VirtualFair ~ please take note of
the following exclusions to the 20% discount:
Final Sale items, chocolate, gift cards, and
donations. One promotion code can be applied
per order. Enter WINTER22 in the Promo Code
box during online checkout, the discount will
show before you submit your online order.
Our entire web link (URL) must be used so that SERRV can track all
purchases for our 2021 SERRV fundraiser. Feel free to share it with family,
friends, and co-workers but please note that it is recommended that our web
link be shared as a hyperlinked image or text on a website/social media page
or in an email. Don’t share it via a mobile device as it may not maintain the full
link. And again, before ordering, please make sure that First Parish Church
Congregational is identified on the orange banner before shopping.
If you have any questions, please contact Faith Levesque at 603-608-1121 (L).
Lunch Time Devotions:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
each week at 12:00 noon
We offer devotions on Tuesdays
and Thursday each week. This is
open for everyone on a drop-in
basis. Come when you feel like
it! What will you find when you
join us? We spend a few moments greeting each other and catching up, we hear
a scripture reading and a brief reflection on that reading. Then we listen to a
song. We share people and situations we want to lift up in prayer and finally we
pray together. Please join us Tuesdays and/or Thursdays and ground your day
in prayer. You can find us here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?
pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
Dial: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 924 0937 9536
Password: 835028
YOUR OFFERINGS
For those who are
able, we strongly
invite ongoing sharing

of pledges and
offerings. Offerings
may be made from
through the church
webpage here:
Donate; or by mail, or
through electronic
giving.
An additional option for giving to your church
is through the QR Code box reproduced here.
To use: Hold your IPhone or IPad camera up
to the QR Code box and a link should appear
on your screen. Click on that link which will
take you to the FPC donate area.

VIDEO Recordings of
ONLINE Sunday Services
During this time of live-streamed services,
we record the video (and audio) of our
Sunday online services. These recordings
are now available as mp4 video files
through our Basecamp software program.
If you do not already have access to
Basecamp, you may register by filling in the
registration form posted on the Breeze
program. Here is the link to sign-up:
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/fo
rm/55811a

Find it at the First Thrift Shop:
The Thrift Shop is open Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 am
to 1 p.m. Donations are welcome during hours of operation.
First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need. Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,
603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming,
welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of
ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

See you ONLINE!
First Parish Church, Congregational,
United Church of Christ
218 Central Ave
Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664

Visit our website:
www.firstparishdover.org
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