
In our Church this

Sunday, June 16

 

Trinity Sunday

 and Father's Day

10:00 a.m. Service in the sanctuary

 

 

HYMN SING will precede the service--Come

early and request your favorite hymn!

 

 

Message by Pastor Paige Besse-Rankin

Wisdom's Call

 

Children's Message by Pastor Paige

 

Music Ministry by First Parish Choir

Lay Down Your Troubles John Purifoy

 

Reception of New Members

 

Child care is available during the service.

       

The Annual Meeting of the church will follow the service.

In Steeple Chat

this week:
 

*Adult Group

*Pastor Paige's

Corner

*Report Correction

*Race Needs

Sunday School

Sunday School classes and

First Kids gathering have both

ended for this season.

 



*Pride Day

*Food Pantry

*Church Keys

*Sea Dogs Game

*Quilt Show

*Thrift Shop

*Stephen Ministry

We continue with Children's

Messages during each Sunday

service.

 

Childcare is available during

the Sunday service.

Adult Discussion Group

 This Sunday, June 16, we will gather in

room 8 for Adult Sunday Discussion

Group. The topic is: "Is it good to change

churches?"

 

We hope to see you on Sunday for the first of "occasional

gatherings" during the summer months to discuss current events

surrounding our faith journey.

Pastor Paige’s Corner: 

Welcoming New Members!

This Sunday we will be welcoming 9

new members in the church! God is

good! And one of the blessings of

teaching New Members class is that

I have had to chance to hear a bit of

their stories and what brought them

to this church. (And let me say that

this is a very impressive group!)

 

Now every church that I have ever spoken with has said they want

to grow, but there are many I don’t believe! And here is why: with

each new member we add to the congregation, the church

changes! They covenant to walk with us is seeking to be followers

of Jesus…. and we covenant to walk with them! And each person

who joins us brings questions and experiences, ideas and gifts

and struggles, passions and pet projects and pet peeves. To truly

welcome them in is to welcome all of that into our life together

and, by definition, that means that the congregation changes! 

 

I was once at a meeting for a church fundraiser at another

church. There had been lots of grumbling that there weren’t

enough people volunteering to help, so there was happiness when

a new member offered to come and be part of the planning. But as

we talked about plans, every idea the new member offered was

shot down with words like “that’s not how we do it.” One

suggestion provoked a long-timer to comment “if we do it that

way, I am not going to be part of it.” Needless to say, the new

member left the meeting in tears. At another church where I

served, there was grace that was said at most church meals. When

I asked where it was written down, I was told “oh it

isn’t. Everyone just knows it.” Well, everyone by the new folks



and the visitors who felt uncomfortable and embarrassed at not

knowing what to say when folks launched into grace.

 

So when I say “welcome New Members!” I do mean it as an

expression of hospitality for our new folks, but I also mean it as a

charge to the rest of us to make them welcome and to allow

ourselves to be changed by the way that God is at work in and

through them!

Blessings!

Rev Paige

ANNUAL REPORT CORRECTION: Last Sunday, the copies of the
Annual Report distributed contain a previous and incomplete version
of the Nominating Report. The correct version is attached here:
Nominating Report 2019

 PASTOR

PAIGE at SYNOD

Pastor Paige will be away from June 20-26

attending the UCC General Synod – the

national meeting of the United Church of

Christ that happens every two years. This

year, the meeting is taking place in

Michigan. You can follow along with live

streaming of worship and plenaries, press

releases and checking out the resolutions

and other business at ucc.org. Please pray

for the UCC during these important days!

  RACE HELP

NEEDED!

Your Cochecho Challenge race committee is

looking for volunteers for the Half

Marathon and our addition of a 5K on

Saturday, August 31 at 8:30am.  

 

Road marshalls, water station attendants,

and donations of food and/or water are

needed. It is important to know the race is

rain or shine. Any help is appreciated but

please let us know if you have time

constraints. Sign up either by emailing

Kathy Daniels at moments9@live.com or by

signing up in the white binders. 

 

If you are interested in participating in the

half marathon or 5K (walkers, runners

welcome for 5K, no dogs) please go to

cochechochallenge.com to register. 

 

This successful race generates much-needed

funds for our church's upkeep and

ministries. We hope you will consider

joining us in the fun and fellowship.

Volunteers are most welcome at the finish

line if you wish not to be on the course.

Cowbells and Cheers are always

appreciated!



  PORTSMOUTH

PRIDE DAY

Portsmouth PRIDE Day will be Saturday,

June 22, 2019. It is organized by Seacoast

Outright - an organization celebrating its

25th year supporting LGBTQ youth and

their allies in the Seacoast area. First Parish

Church is planning to have a presence there

this year. At about 12:30, we will march in

rainbow formation (wear red) from Market

Square to Strawbery Banke. Once there,

we’ll have a table at the “Marketplace” from

1:00 to 5:00 pm.

 

We need volunteers! You can sign up

directly by visiting bit.ly/fpcpride2019

or by contacting Allison Friend-Gray at

allison_tugel@alumni.brown.edu

  VOLUNTEER

MINISTRY

OPPORTUNITY

From the Food Pantry Staff: We are

gleaning the Dover Farmers' Market this

summer to benefit the Dover Food Pantry.

As many of you may know the Dover Food

Pantry is a ministry of the Dover

Cooperative Ministries (an ecumenical

collection of laypeople working together to

care for the people of Dover). The Dover

Food Pantry is located in the Parish

House/Thrift Shop building on the corner of

Central and Silver Street. It provides food

and other care items to any Dover resident

who asks for help. While we receive many

donations of food from individuals and

groups, fresh produce is not one of them.

The Pantry has very limited cash funding so

purchasing fresh produce is cost

prohibitive. 

 

This is why we have pursued this

opportunity for free, fresh produce. All that

is needed are some volunteers to gather the

produce and bring it to the Pantry. The

Sunday Farmers' Market has been running

for the past month and the Wednesday

afternoon/evening market just started this

week. Gleaning takes place the last half hour

of market and is quite simply gathering

items the farmers could not sell and will not

keep to their next market then bringing

them to the Pantry. Scheduling and logistics

of transportation can be discussed with

individuals willing to help on either or both

days. Do not hesitate to volunteer for as

many or as few gleanings as you are able. It

is a wonderful, easy way to help!

 

Finally, if you are a resident of Dover and

could use help with groceries the hours of

the Food Pantry are Tuesdays 3 - 5 PM and

Thursdays 9 - 11 AM.



Please contact Sarah

at riversideofwheatland@gmail.com if you

can help with this opportunity to bring fresh

produce to our pantry.

  A KEY

CONCERN

 The transition to our new door locking

system is nearly complete.

 

If you currently have a key to the church,

please stop by the church office to turn it in.

 

If you have a continuing need for access to

the church building, you will need to

complete a sign-out form and receive one of

the new key "fobs" which will be used in

place of an actual key to open the exterior

door.

  FELLOWSHIP

&FUN

Fellowship Fun Day! Join us for the

Portland Sea Dogs Baseball Game on

Saturday, June 22 at 6:00 p.m.

 

TICKETS still available! See Kathy Daniels!

  QUILT SHOW

DEBRIEFING

 

Marcia Dolley and Judy Edwards will be

holding a Quilt Show debriefing session on

Sunday, June 23rd following the service. We

would like to invite anyone who

worked on, or had any part in the show to

attend and offer suggestions for next year's

show. Any and all feedback would be

helpful.

Find it at the First Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 1-4 p.m., and Fridays

and Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual

and confidential spiritual care for those in need.Please contact one of the

following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,

603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming, 

welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its ministries,
fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of ability, race,

ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or gender identity.

See you in church!

First Parish Church Congregational 

The United Church of Christ



218 Central Avenue
Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664
Visit our website:
www.firstparishdover.org


