
In our Church this Sunday,
December 15, 2019

The Third Sunday of Advent

10:00 a.m. Service in the
sanctuary

Message by Pastor Paige
Besse-Rankin

Listening for God's Heartbeat
Isaiah 25: 1-10; MLuke 1:47-55  

Lighting of the Third Advent
Candle

Dedication of Prayer Shawls

Children's Message by Pastor
Paige

Presentation of Sharing
the Spirit Shoeboxes

Music Ministry
The First Parish Choir

The Wexford Carol
Traditional Irish Carol; arr Howard Helvey

All are invited to a time of Fellowship and Refreshments
following the service.

Child care is available during the service.

In Steeple Chat
this week:

*Advent Devotionals
*Poinsettia Orders

*Sunday School
*Adult Class

*Saint Nicolas Day
*Rev Paiges's Corner
*Advent/Christmas

*SERRV Sales
*Ukama News

*Mystery Parties
*Homeless Help

Advent Devotionals

https://www.firstparishdover.org/
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*Christmas Dinner
*Offering Envelopes

*Mexican Dinner
*Worship Recordings

*Weather Closures
*Thrift Shop

*Stephen Ministry

We have a number of Advent
devotional resources available
in the Atrium. 

On our church Facebook page,
we are doing the “Picture
Advent” series that everyone
is welcome to join. 

If you are enjoying the
“Advent Conspiracy”
materials, they offer an online
daily devotional
at: https://adventconspiracy.o
rg/devotionals/

Poinsettias for our Christmas
services may be ordered by
clicking on this link:

https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/71f214.

You may also sign up in the white book this Sunday morning.

The cost is $ 10 per plant.

Please have your orders in by December 16.

In Our Sunday School
Sunday, December 15 schedule:

9:00 The New Testaments Sunday
School Class
in Room 6

Sunday School begins this Sunday with First Kids

https://adventconspiracy.org/devotionals/
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Gathering at 9:30 a.m. in Nazareth Hall. This Sunday the kids
and families will meet in the Nazareth Hall for Welcome &
Announcements. We're going to think about what gives us joy in our
lives and fill our bulletin board with these wooden ornaments of Joy.
Then, we're going to put together some Christmas Shoeboxes for
children in our community.

Advent is such a beautiful time of year to reflect on God's love and
promises to us, and what better way to show this love by serving
others.

Youth Choir will rehearse immediately following Sunday School
classes.

Sunday, December 15
8:50 a.m. Adult Sunday School

The Adult Discussion Group will
meet this Sunday, December 8, at
8:50 in Room 8 on the lower level.
The group will be combining this
Sunday with the New Testaments
class for an informal discussion.

Rev Paige's Corner

The Grittiness of the
Christmas Story

I have a lot of beautiful art of the
nativity – starlit and populated by
“friendly beasts”. There is something
quite romantic about it all. We miss
the grit of the story. We know that
Mary and Joseph were poor. We
know that they were forced to travel



by government forces in an occupied
state. Were they homeless? Or just
travelers with bad luck? Whichever
was true at the birth, we know that
they were about to become refugees
forced to flee to Egypt. This is a gritty
story about God being born in the
margins. I am doubtful that the hay
with sweet and clean and everything
had a warm glow.

There have a been a number of
stories in the Dover news in the last
few weeks about concern for the
homeless. A symbolic act of body
bags on city hall steps a few weeks
ago brought to everyone’s attention
that all of the emergency shelters in
the region are full and that the city

and the county are wrangling about what circumstances warrant
opening the emergency shelter. (It hasn’t been opened yet this
season.) A speaker from Community Action is telling us that she relates
to about 100 people at a time living outside in our country. There is
work to be done – both in the immediate urgent sense of those living
outside now and in the long-term work to create and maintain
affordable housing, treatment programs, and resources for those folks
to be able to transition into a permanent solution. This can’t be an
either/or focus. We need to think about the program at multiple levels.

Our church is co-sponsoring a Memorial Vigil on Saturday, December
21 from 6-8 pm outside city hall. (There are 10 of these vigils
happening across the state.) We are now collecting tents, sleeping
bags, mats, and boots – some of which will stay in house to respond to
those who come to our door but most of which will go to Community
Action. 
 
We have learned of volunteer training for those who are willing to
assist when the shelter is open. More information can be found
here: http://www.dover.nh.gov/services/online-services/news-
events/news-2019/upcoming-sessions-cold-weather-shelter.html
As I think about all of the conversations happening about serving the
homeless in our community, I can’t help but think also about Mary
and Joseph and the Christmas story.
Blessings,
Rev Paige

http://www.dover.nh.gov/services/online-services/news-events/news-2019/upcoming-sessions-cold-weather-shelter.html


SERRV Items--Last chance

This Sunday will be the last chance to purchase items from the SERRV
table, which has been set up in the atrium for the last several
weeks. Most items have been on consignment and will be returned, but
there are some that are non-returnable and will still be available for
purchase: Women's Bean Project soup mixes (10 Bean, Lentil, and
Firehouse #10 Chili); Peace On Earth Sumatra Dark Decaf coffee
(ground); and Divine drinking chocolate.

Thank you for supporting SERRV, your purchase has a positive impact
on thousands of artisans and farmers around the world!   

Visit Zimbabwe with a
NHCUCC Team!

The New Hampshire Conference of



the United Church of Christ is
inviting people to apply to join the
Conference Team that will travel to
Zimbabwe from August 4 – 18,
2020. It would be great if someone
from First Parish Church could join
the Team. The invitation follows.

Application Process Open for
2020 Ukama Delegation to
Zimbabwe 
 

The Ukama Partnership Mission Group of the New Hampshire
Conference is opening the application process for people interested in
joining the delegation planning to travel to Zimbabwe in August 4-18
of 2020. The Mission Group will select 9-12 persons for this
delegation, which will attend the Christian Youth Fellowship's Annual
General Meeting as well as visit partner churches. Cost is estimated
between $3,000 and $4,000. 
 
An application form and description of the attributes desired of the
delegates is available by contacting Rev. Richard Slater. These
materials will also be emailed to Ukama coordinators in partnered
churches. Deadline for applying is January 17, 2020. 

The invitation that was sent to NH-UCC pastors contains more
info. Click here: Pastor Letter.
For a document entitled Attributes for a Delegate for travel to
Zimbabwe,” click here: AttributesDelegate.
For a Zimbabwe Travel Application, click here: Application 

Is this week's weather making you
feel house-bound? 

Don't worry about the winter blahs -
Mystery Parties are coming in
January! Stay tuned .....

Appeal for Gently Used Sleeping Bags, Tents, and
Boots
Sarah Jones of Strafford County Community Action
Partnership reports that between 80 and 100 Strafford
County residents are homeless during each month of the
winter. They suffer from frostbite, hypothermia, and the
knowledge that they are vulnerable to the changing
weather. 
Y ou can help. Do you have a gently used sleeping bag,
tent, or winter boots you could spare? Perhaps you used
one or more of these items in the past but have no plans
to use them in the future. These articles could make a
huge difference in the life of one of our homeless
neighbors. 

mailto:rslater@nhcucc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/d0cd6044-4d28-46fd-a4e2-5c8c85d81129.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/6e4c6c89-b3f3-43e3-85f6-19ffc95e97bf.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2da81427401/29cdae33-cea0-4e78-a0e7-8b23e9b75cbf.pdf


There is a large box in the Atrium to receive
donations. If you have an item that might help a
homeless person stay warm and dry this winter, please
place it in the box.
Sarah also reports that homeless people can also make
good use of small donation gift cards to local fast food
restaurants. (Think Dunkin' Donuts, McDonalds, Burger
King, Wendy’s, etc.) With a $5 or $10 gift card, a
homeless person can buy a cup of coffee and a
hamburger and stay inside and away from the rain and
snow for a while. Ingrid will be happy to receive a few
gift cards and relay them to Sarah Jones of Strafford
County Community Action Partnership.
Thanks! Y our Mission and Action Boards

Christmas Day Dinner   The men's group is
again sponsoring a Christmas Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
on Christmas Day in Fellowship Hall. All are
welcome, whether you are alone on Christmas or
want to come join in the fellowship after you have
had Christmas with your family. We are asking
the church family for donations of pies and
desserts, or cash towards expenses. If anyone
wants to volunteer, we will be gathering at 1:00
p.m. for preparation, and clean up starts at 6:30
pm. Sign up sheets to help are in the white

binders. Please call Sam Ronda with questions--(603) 664-6098 or
at: sam.ronda@gmail.com

Offering envelopes for 2020 are now
available in the atrium.

If you do not see your name on one of the
boxes and you want envelopes, please fill
your name and email address (or phone
number) on the sign-up sheet located
next to the boxes. You may also notify
me, Steven Hall, at

oldbass113@gmail.com. I will notify you of your assigned envelope
number and when your envelopes can be picked up at the office.

Thank you, Steven Hall, Collector.

Save the Date! 
Mexican Dinner
Saturday, January 11- 5-6:30
pm!
As part of her Senior Project for high
school, Emily Rankin is organizing a

mailto:oldbass113@gmail.com


Mexican dinner here at church. Funds
raised will go to support the Oaxaca
Children’s Home where she and her
mom will be volunteering in
February. Emily will be selling tickets
and recruiting volunteers in the near
future for this fun event, but for now,
mark your calendar and same the
date.
     Curious about the Oaxaca
Children’s Home? Check it out

here: https://www.simplysmiles.org/childrens-home-oaxaca

Worship Service Audio Recordings now
available!

Each week, we record the audio portion of our
Sunday services. These recordings are now
available as mp3 files through our Basecamp
software program. We just added the first two
Sundays of Advent as well as the recent
Messiah Sing to the audio files available.

If you do not already have access to Basecamp, you may register by
filling in the registration form posted on the Breeze program Here is
the link to sign-up:
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/form/55811a

When you get to the Basecamp homepage, scroll down to the Projects
section and click on "Worship Recordings".

Weather Closures/Curtailments 

It's that time of year again when we need
to talk about "what if"...regarding the
weather. Here are the First Parish
procedures for a "weather event":

Sunday closures/curtailments will be
listed on the church web site

www.firstparishdover.org), a special weather email will be sent to all
who receive Steeple Chat. And, our church cancellations are posted on
WMUR-TV Channel 9. 

If driving conditions warrant, we could possibly cancel Sunday School
and Choirs, but still hold our church service at 10:00. If extreme
conditions prevail, then the church service will also be cancelled.

Mondays through Fridays, the church office and building will follow
any weather-related closures/delayed openings/early releases as
announced for the Dover School District.

Find it at the First Thrift Shop The Thrift Shop  is open on Thursdays, 1-4
p.m., and Fridays and Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The Thrift Shop will

https://www.simplysmiles.org/childrens-home-oaxaca
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be closed Thanksgiving weekend.

First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need.Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson, 603-
781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming, 

welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of

ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

See you in church!

First Parish Church Congregational 

The United Church of Christ
218 Central Avenue
Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664
Visit our website: www.firstparishdover.org

http://www.firstparishdover.org

