In our Church this Sunday,
June 19th, 2022

Second Sunday after Pentecost and
Juneteenth
10:00 a.m.
ONE SERVICE---AND YOU HAVE TWO CHOICES:
We are having in-person worship services in the sanctuary
on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
For those who prefer online worship, we offer the service
live through Zoom. (see link below)

 essage by Rev
M
Paige Besse-Rankin
Psalm 42


Children's Message by Pastor Paige
with a little help from Sesame Street
Music Ministry
His River, His Peace
Stories of Juneteenth
Introduction to Juneteenth by Rev Paige
The Running of the Slaves – Sandra O’Neil

A Juneteenth Story – Judy Edwards
A Juneteenth Legacy Story – Joyce Tugel

Please click this link to join the webinar service
online: https://zoom.us/j/825890693
OR: phone in using this number:
1 929 205 6099.
When asked, use our Webinar ID: 825 890 693.
PLEASE NOTE:
There will be NO Zoom Fellowship this
Sunday due to the Annual Meeting.
Zoom Fellowship Time
follows our Sunday service
Fellowship time will officially begin 5 minutes after the end of the Postlude,
and will be combined with the in-person outdoor refreshment time. That way,
the folks attending in person will be able to interact with those Zooming into
Fellowship time.
In order to get there, you have to sign out from worship and use the link found
below or in the Sunday morning email to get into the Fellowship time.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84310197500?
pwd=QW9ZWUlFVTdkajlUOU9Jd3RCQ0tiUT09
Meeting ID: 843 1019 7500
Passcode: 541084

Click Here for Church Calendar

In Steeple Chat
this week:
*Church Calendar
*Sunday Worship
*Fellowship time
*Sunday School
*Horton Center
*Pastor Paige's
Corner
*Our Prayer List
*Office Hours
*Call to Annual
Meeting
*Invite to Grad Party

It is with heavy hearts that we
let you know that Vacation

y
*Online Copy of
Annual Reports
*Save the Date
*Neighbors Helping
Neighbors
*Grab and Go Update
*Juneteenth
Celebration
*Congratulations to
Graduates of 2022
*Scholarships
*Children's Sunday
Video
*Invitation to Protest
*Pride Day
*Open and Affirming
Team
*Men's Group Update
*Racial Justice
Supper Club
*Lunchtime
Devotions
*Thrift Shop
*Your Offerings
*Recordings Sign-up
*Thrift Shop
*Stephen Ministry
Available
*ONA Covenant

Bible School has been
cancelled this summer but we
will see you next year!
If you are searching for a wonderful
camp or retreat please check out Horton Center – Faith-based
Camp and Retreat Center, New
Hampshire Conference, United
Church of Christ
They offer programs for youth, adults
and families where people can
experience the love of God, through our
work, worship, praying and playing with
other members of the United Church of
Christ Congregations and those of other
denominations and groups. All outdoor
ministry programs are open to all who
wish to experience this joy.
Horton Center is fully owned and
operated by the New Hampshire
Conference of the United Church of
Christ. Located outside of Gorham, NH,
on 100 acres, covering the top of 2400
foot tall Pine Mountain lays this site. As
a more rustic site, we offer programs
that may include hiking, canoeing, rock
climbing, all intermixed with reminders
of God's presence and activity in our
lives.
www.HortonCenter.org

Chaos or Community
This Sunday, we will be observing Juneteenth
in Worship – a holiday that marks the end of
Slavery in the US. This isn’t the date of the
Emancipation proclamation but rather the
date that Union Troops reach southern Texas
2 years later to share the news with slaves
and enforce it with white slave owners who
were trying to postpone releasing their
slaves.

I approach this new National Holiday with
humility. For African Americans –
particularly in Texas and other southern
states, Juneteenth is a celebration with long
roots. For me, as a descendant of white
European immigrants, there is a sense of
shame and a spirit of confession. One
Juneteenth button I read proclaims
Juneteenth “Free-ish since 1865.” So even as
we celebrate, we need to honor the hard
realities that came before and after
Juneteenth and how much work there still is to do. I have been trying to listen
to the voices of people of color – particularly those of African descent – as they
speak about Juneteenth. Dr Zan Wesley Holmes shared this in his own
reflection on the holiday:
In his last book titled Where Do We Go From Here, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
tells the story of a famous novelist who died and left a list of suggested plots for
future stories. He said that especially underscored is this one: "A widely
separated family inherits a house in which they have to live together.”
Commenting on this plot, Dr. King says this is the plight of humankind: we
have inherited a great world in which we have to live together:
“We have inherited a large house, a great ‘world house’ in which we have to live
together—black and white, Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic
and Protestant, Muslim and Hindu—a family unduly separated in ideas, culture
and interest, who, because we can never again live apart, must learn somehow
to live with each other in peace.”
Dr. King adds, “The choice is chaos or community.”
Blessings!
Rev Paige

 ur Prayer List is published weekly as a
O
link here in Steeple Chat.
So that we may keep the list current, please
let us know of any additions, edits, or
deletions to the Prayer List.
Please notify Kayla in the church office :
firstparish@comcast.net or 742-5664
Thank you.
For the latest Prayer List, click here:
Prayer List
Limited Office Hours

Please be aware that office hours will be limited
between the 21st-29th of June. Call the church office
603-742-5664 to ensure it is open for visitors.
Regular hours will resume on June 30th and all of July!
Thank you for your patience in the upcoming week!

Call to Annual Meeting
In Accordance with Church By-Law 11.3, notice is hereby
given of the Annual Meeting of First Parish Church to be
held on Sunday, June 19, 2022, immediately following the
morning worship service in the sanctuary. The Annual
Meeting will be held both in-person and also via Zoom.
Please bring your annual reports for this meeting. For those
who cannot participate in-person or via Zoom, please
contact the church office so that alternative methods of
participation can be discussed.
The purposes of the meeting will include:
Reading of the Church Necrology, approving minutes,
receiving reports, action of the proposed budget for 202223, action on the Nominating Committee report, hearing
updates on the LChip Grant Project, a presentation and
conversation with the Big Picture Team and conducting
other business as may properly and legally be brought before the meeting.
The Annual Meeting is called by order of the Church Council.
Jack Callahan, Chairperson
May 17, 2022

Invitation to a Graduation Party!
Our FPC family is very lucky to have a few graduates in our church community.
The Mundung family is inviting the congregation to Nicole’s graduation party
on Sunday, June 26th at Hilton Park. The event will start at 1:30 PM and you’re
all invited!

Online Copy of Our Annual Report
Annual reports will be available to pick up in the
atrium on Sunday. They can also be found in our
Basecamp HQ and by using this link:
Click Here for Basecamp Link
Sadly, Dover’s postal workers are dealing with a
significant covid outbreak right now and mail service

has been spotty in town. Annual reports that have
not been picked up by Monday will be mailed to
church members, but we are concerned that there
may be delays. If you are unable to pick up your
report, we encourage you to use one of our on-line
options until you receive your report through the
mail.

Save the Date: Calling all Church
Leaders
We will be gathering all those serving the
church in leadership – members of boards,
committees, teams, officers – on Saturday,
June 25 from 9- Noon. We will provide
brunch. The event is planned by Council to
offer resources for our work together, to
begin planning for the year to come, to
organize committees and teams, and to
continue to discern God’s vision for us for the
days to time. Watch for an invitation and RSVP in the near future.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Update
“For….I was a stranger and you welcomed
me…” Matthew 25:35
In late 2019, your Neighbors Helping
Neighbors team set out to help a Nigerian
family become self-sufficient. They were
seeking asylum under United States law and
international treaties. While they awaited
action by the U.S. Immigration Court, we
provided a gift and loan to help them buy a car large enough to take the whole
family to appointments and shopping (they paid the loan off ahead of
schedule!); a generous member of our Church gave them an electronic
keyboard; another member gives the oldest child piano lessons; and someone
donated a printer/scanner/copier.
Mom and dad are raising their three children in the Madbury United Church of
Christ. Please click on this link to view a video of the children singing “I Will
Make You Fishers of Men.”
The good news is that the Court granted their Petition for Asylum and the
family is now eligible to pursue Permanent Residency (a Green Card) and, after

five years of Permanent Residency, United States citizenship.
We should all be proud of our efforts to support these asylum seekers. We have
lived our faith and made a difference in the lives of this young family. Thank
you to all who contributed!
Mom and dad both work; they arrange their work shifts so one of them is
always home with the kids. They have saved their earnings and look forward to
buying a house with enough room for their two sons and one daughter. If you
have a home you might put on the market or know of someone who might sell
their home, please call Don Goodnow at 603-953-4500. I will put you in
touch with our Nigerian friends.

Grab and Go Summer
Food Program
Although it has been slow this year, summer will arrive soon, bringing with it
the Dover Grab and Go Summer Food Program. Starting the week of June
20th, teams of volunteers will bag and distribute weekend food bags to over
twenty locations in Dover. Each bag will contain enough food to feed a child for
a weekend. These bags will be available to all children in Dover who are
experiencing a lack of sufficient food.
Many volunteers are needed to shop, bag, and transport these food bags to
pick-up locations accessible to Dover families. Although we have many team
members who have participated for eight summers, we are eager to add new
volunteers as the program expands each year. The program will run for 11
weeks this summer starting on June 22 and continuing through the Friday
before Labor Day.
You may sign up for multiple weeks or just a few. Our Volunteer Coordinator,
John Russell, will send you a description of the various opportunities Grab and
Go offers, a sign-up sheet and a Volunteer Release and Waiver of
Responsibility. He may be reached at:
dovergrabandgo@gmail.com or russelljohn@comcast.net
We encourage you to join the Grab and Go team and experience the joy we
receive participating in this wonderful program. Grab and Go is a 501(c) (3) not
for profit organization. If you would like to donate to feed Dover's hungry
children you may write a check to "Grab and Go" and address it to:
Grab and Go
218 Central Avenue
Dover, NH 03820
Warmest thanks for your interest,
The Grab and Go Team

Join the Celebration in Portsmouth

The Racial Justice & Healing Team invites you to join them in celebration of
Juneteenth at the Portsmouth Music Hall. Juneteenth is a federal holiday in
the United States commemorating the emancipation of enslaved AfricanAmericans. It is also often observed for celebrating African-American culture.
Join us for the concert…Let It Shine: Howard Gospel Choir
Saturday, June 18, 2022, 4:00pm
The Music Hall Portsmouth, NH
Purchase your own ticket online. Tickets are $35.00 general admission.
Founded in the fall of 1968 by
Melanie Russell and Rosalind
Thompkins, the Howard Gospel
Choir (HGC) of Howard University,
Washington DC is the first collegiate
choir of its kind in the world. As a
result, HGC has pioneered an
international legacy in gospel music
ministry. For almost five decades, the
Howard Gospel Choir has set a very
high standard as a premier performing arts ensemble, singing at a wide variety
of venues.
This event is presented in partnership with the Black Heritage Trail of New
Hampshire.
The name “Juneteenth” is a blend of two words: “June” and “nineteenth.” It's
believed to be the oldest African-American holiday, with annual celebrations
on June 19th in different parts of the country dating back to 1866. The holiday
was first celebrated in Texas, where on that date in 1865, in the aftermath of
the Civil War, slaves were declared free under the terms of the 1862
Emancipation Proclamation.
Please let Susan Dunker know If you are attending. Email: sedunker15@gmail.com

Congratulations to Our
Graduates of 2022
This year, First Parish Church has
several church members with
graduates!
Take a look at this years graduates
through the link below.
Click Here for 2022 Graduates.

Congratulations to Our 2022
Scholarship Recipients
This year, First Parish Church is awarding 3
scholarships to students seeking higher
education. This year, the Mission & Action
Committee decided to invited students from
Maranatha UCC (our neighboring
Indonesian Congregation) to apply as well
as those with a relationship to First
Parish. Congratulations to this year’s winners:
Ashley Gould :Ashley has grown up in First Parish and we have witnessed
her growth in faith. She is currently studying at New Hampshire Technical
Institute in the field of Business Administration. She is currently working in
the daycare of pet’s industry and hopes to open her own daycare in the
future. Ashley has been awarded this year’s Abbott Scholarship.
Emily Rankin: Emily is entering her junior year at Piedmont University
studying cell and molecular biology. She is interested in pursuing a career in
Cardiology. Emily is also a member of Zeta Tau Alpha which is a service
sorority which does service projects on and off campus. She also completed a
training course and passed her exam to be certified as a Medical
Assistant. Emily has been awarded this year’s Rowe Scholarship.
Deluna Darmawan: Deluna attends the Maranatha Indonesian UCC. She is
currently studying Health Management and Policy at the University of New
Hampshire. In her church she works very closely with the Mission committee
and the Education Committee and teaches Sunday school. She wants to take
her degree to help other immigrants and refugees in navigating the US
Healthcare system and to make changes that benefit everyone.

Let’s Try This Again….
As far as we have come with our
worship webcasts, we still have some
technical challenges from time to
time! It was sad to have it play out
during the presentation of our
Sunday School students last week, so
we wanted to share their video about
the Holy Spirit so everyone could watch it and hear it! Enjoy!
Click Here for Video!

An Invitation to Protest
The Community Church of Durham UCC is
organizing a protest outside the offices of an
assault weapon manufacturer on Friday,

June 17 from 4:30-5:30. Church friends will
gather outside the offices of Sig Sauer a gun
manufacturer with offices at Pease (72 Pease
Boulevard, Newington). This will be a quiet, but
powerful and heartfelt vigil of protest. Dave
Grishaw-Jones and friends from our Justice &
Witness Ministry will be there. Attendees are
invited to bring signs:
1. "STOP MAKING ASSAULT WEAPONS."
2. "STOP SELLING ASSAULT WEAPONS."
3. "FOR THE LOVE OF GOD, STOP THIS!"
4. "FOR OUR CHILDREN'S SAKE, NO MORE!"
5. "WE STAND WITH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS"
(In the UCC, we hold diverse opinions and each individual discerns their own
beliefs. We covenant to listen to one another – even when our views
diverge. Social Issue Resolutions are part of our practice and General Synod
has passed several resolutions over the years about gun control and
responding to gun violence.)

Join Us in Portsmouth for Pride
Day
On Saturday, June 25th, Seacoast Outright
will hold its annual Pride Day in
Portsmouth. You can check it out at
https://www.seacoastoutright.org/pr
ide. As part of the day, there will be a
"PRIDE Marketplace" at Strawbery Banke from 12:30pm to 5pm (rain or
shine).
Our church will have a booth in the Marketplace to support and celebrate with
participants. It is a great way to live our "Open and Affirming" designation as
well as connect with local LGBTQ+ folks and their allies.
If you can give any amount of time to hang out and help cover the booth (no
experience necessary - just a friendly smile required), please contact Allison
Friend-Gray at allison_tugel@alumni.brown.edu.

Open and Affirming Team being
Convened
Although the congregation voted to become
Open and Affirming several years ago, we have
not had a team working to continue to address
those commitments. There is interested in
getting a working group together. If you are
interested, please speak with or email Rev Paige
at pastorpaigebr@gmail.com.

Men’s Group Update
Men's Group has started a new book study. The book is Who
Wrote the Bible by Richard Elliott Friedman. Men's Group is
currently meeting at the Cielo Drive Community Center from 7
PM to 8 PM every Wednesday. We adjourn to La Festa for further
fellowship. Please contact Sam Ronda at 603-337-5258 with any
questions.

Racial Justice Supper Club
Our next Supper Club will focus on talking with
friends and family about racism. This will be a
Zoom event from 6-7:30 pm. Bring your supper
and join us as we learn and discuss. The zoom
link for the event is:
Join us at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89890121941?
pwd=WjlmN29ESmFrdlZMMHhvVTgxOWhSdz09
[Meeting ID: 898 9012 1941 Passcode: 615693]

Lunch Time Devotions:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
each week at 12:00 noon
We offer devotions on Tuesdays
and Thursday each week. This is
open for everyone on a drop-in
basis. Come when you feel like
it! What will you find when you
join us? We spend a few moments greeting each other and catching up, we hear
a scripture reading and a brief reflection on that reading. Then we listen to a
song. We share people and situations we want to lift up in prayer and finally we
pray together. Please join us Tuesdays and/or Thursdays and ground your day
in prayer. You can find us here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92409379536?
pwd=RUxZaFFBK3JOUWplRTRLaWFBaVRkQT09
Dial: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 924 0937 9536
Password: 835028

Thrift Store
The Thrift Store is open on:
THURSDAYS 1-4 PM
SATURDAYS 10 AM-1 PM

The Thrift Store is seeking volunteers
for Friday hours in the future. If you
are interested in volunteering, please
contact the Thrift Shop volunteers on
Thursday or Saturday, or contact
Ingrid at IngridFPCDover@gmail.com
Thrift Shop donations are being
accepted during regular hours.
YOUR OFFERINGS
For those who are
able, we strongly
invite ongoing sharing
of pledges and
offerings. Offerings
may be made from
through the church
webpage here: Donate; or by mail, or through electronic giving.
An additional option for giving to your
church is through the QR Code box
reproduced here.
To use: Hold your IPhone or IPad camera
up to the QR Code box and a link should
appear on your screen. Click on that link
which will take you to the FPC donate
area.

VIDEO Recordings of
ONLINE Sunday Services
During this time of live-streamed services,
we record the video (and audio) of our
Sunday online services. These recordings
are now available as mp4 video files
through our Basecamp software program.
If you do not already have access to
Basecamp, you may register by filling in the
registration form posted on the Breeze
program. Here is the link to sign-up:
https://fpcdover.breezechms.com/fo
rm/55811a

Find it at the First Thrift Shop:
The Thrift Shop is open Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 am
to 1 p.m. Donations are welcome during hours of operation.
First Parish is a Stephen Ministry Church that provides weekly individual
and confidential spiritual care for those in need. Please contact one of the
following to get connected: Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789 or Dave Dickson,
603-781-9791.

First Parish Church is Open and Affirming,
welcoming all to participate fully in the life of our church family, its
ministries, fellowship, leadership, rites and sacraments, regardless of
ability, race, ethnicity, social or economic situation, sexual orientation or
gender identity.

See you ONLINE!
First Parish Church, Congregational,
United Church of Christ
218 Central Ave
Dover, New Hampshire 03820
(603) 742-5664

Visit our website:
www.firstparishdover.org
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