
Worship Services:
Sundays at 10AM 

& 5:30PM

The In Between Time
“Imperfect Christmas Trees”

When I was a kid, my family would go to the 
local Christmas tree farm or Lion’s Club selling 
trees in a school parking lot and pick one out. We 
usually set up our tree two weeks before 
Christmas. So, when we woke up on the Saturday 
morning of Christmas tree shopping day, it was 
quite exciting. It meant there were only fourteen 
more agonizing days to wait until Christmas.

Inevitably, my dad, being a thrifty Yankee, 
would pick out what we thought was the 
scrawniest tree imaginable. We were in despair. 
What would our friends think? Charlie Brown’s 
tree would put ours to shame.

He always got an armload of boughs and 
branches with the tree. We wondered why. We 
would put the tree in its stand and then dad 
would work his magic. Wherever there was a gap 
or a thin part in the tree, dad would drill a hole, 
whittle down the end of a branch to just the right 
size, and slip it in. When he was done, the tree 
was full and lush. With the lights and decorations 
on it, it was the best looking tree in the 
neighborhood.

I like to think of Christmas like that. We are 
like those trees with thin spots, gaps, and missing 
parts. We each have our own pet sins, 
peccadilloes, weaknesses, addictions, bad habits, 
regrets, wounds and hurts we have received or 
inflicted upon others. We are not the people we 
should be or God intends us to be. We settle our 
insecurities and fears by waging wars, we care 
more about having our needs met than sharing 
for the common good, we glorify the starlet and 
the politician rather than the cleaning lady or the 
plumber, and we divorce one another instead of 
working hard at our relationships. You could add 
your own issues to this list.

If we didn’t need saving, God wouldn’t have 
sent a Savior. But, wonder of wonders, God 
has come to us in Christ. Theologians have 
always made a distinction between general and 
special revelation. In the former, God is 
revealed through nature. By it, we can see that 
the Creator loves beauty, order, design, and 
diversity. This One is intelligent, powerful, 
creative, and awe-inspiring. But we would not 
know if this Supreme Being was merciful or 
just, loving or indifferent toward us, had plan 
or designs for us or just created the cosmos 
and cut it loose.

This is why God had to explain the Divine 
nature to us. If you wanted to know more 
about me, you could guess, but you might not 
be right. I would have to disclose myself to 
you. This is what God in Christ has done for 
us. We call this reality the “Incarnation.” God 
is enfleshed with our flesh. God takes on our 
problems. God shares our hopes, dreams, and 
joys. But most especially, God will, in God’s 
time, bring them to pass.

During the weeks ahead, we will focus our 
attention on the coming of Jesus Christ into 
our world. We will consider the words of the 
prophets and their expectations for the coming 
Messiah. We will ponder the meaning of those 
strange texts in the New Testament that speak 
of Christ's return to rule, to judge, and to save. 
And, of course, we will hear again those 
wonderful birth stories.

Preparing for Christmas tends to be a time 
of stress…scurrying, shopping, and worrying. 
Try some peace this season by worshipping 
with your church family and participate in 
some of the wonderful events described in this 
newsletter.

May God grant you a rich and blessed 
Advent and Christmas!

Advent Blessings!
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Norman B. Bendroth
Sr. Interim Minister
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The season's are passing and this year is in its 
final weeks. All around us the landscape is 
changing and opening up in new ways. The white 
light of November comes as the leaves fall away 
and we see a brightness that was not there during 
the lush greens of the summer. We have changed 
over these many months and our journey has 
brought us to the season of Advent....the time of 
waiting, of anticipation, of another timeless 
journey.

The spirit of Christmas is not just something 
that comes upon us and happens. Christmas 
needs to be sought after and found. I believe it is 
experienced and felt in our hearts. Christmas can 
steal in and find us when we least expect it and in 
places that may not seem holy. Where will 
you experience Christmas and where will it find 
you?

Stay alert this Advent Season. Be open. You 
do not have to be joyful and happy for Christmas 
to find you. You can be happy, and I hope you 
are, but you can also feel sad and lonely and full 
of grief to find Christmas.

It might only be for a moment when a friend 
reaches out with a kind word, or maybe you look 
at the moon on a bright cold night and feel the 
presence of God, or maybe you receive a card 
from an unexpected person, or maybe you share a 
meal with friends and you are overcome with 
a deep feeling of closeness, or maybe you are 
visiting the grave of a loved one and you know 
that you were loved.

As a church family we have shared many 
seasons of Advent together and now we will share 
another. The journey to Bethlehem was not an 
easy one. The Shepherd's and Wise Men faced 
challenges. The weeks are passing and we must 
move forward. Forward toward the stable and 
forward in our journey to find Christmas, and 
the promise of God's everlasting love.

Each of us on the board of Deacons wishes you 
a blessed Season of Advent and hope that 
you experience Christmas in a most wonderful 
way. 

The Diaconate brings you positive and 
exciting news about the future of First Parish 
Church. On November 13, the Diaconate 
selected the Pastoral Search Committee for the 
Settled Senior Minister according to the By-
Laws. 

During the month of October the Diaconate 
requested nominations to the Pastoral Search 
Committee. Over 50 nominations were 
received. The Diaconate thanks everyone for 
nominating individuals and everyone who 
expressed a desired interest in serving on the 
committee. Our church is composed of 
extremely talented, spiritual Christians willing 
to serve God. We thank those not selected for 
the committee.

As chair of the Diaconate I am excited to 
announce those selected which represent a 
diverse and broad spectrum of our 
congregation. 
Gordon Quimby has been a member of the 

church for 27 years. He is currently a member of 
the choir and our Moderator and a Dean at St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School.
Pat Sorensen has been a member of the 

church for 47 years. She is currently a member 
of the Transition Team and choir and is well 
loved by all the young children. 
Mike Vining has been a member of the 

church for 13 years. He is currently a Sunday 
School Teacher, member of the Church Council 
and a coach to many youth sports.
Debbie Gremlitz has been a member of the 

church for 37 years. She is currently a member 
of the Diaconate and a Stephen Minister and 
has been on 4 New Orleans Mission Trips. 
Matt Endrizzi has been a member of the 

church for 6 years. He currently volunteers in 
the preschool room, serves on the Music 
Committee and is a Somersworth High School 
Science Teacher.

(continued)
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Margie Buckingham has been a member of 
the church for 20 years. She is currently a 
member of the Music Committee and the choir 
and has teenage children that have gone through 
the Sunday School and youth programs.
Jon Gray has been a member of the church 

for 6 years. He is currently a Sunday School 
Teacher and wherever there are youth gathered 
and laughing, you certainly will find Jon. 
Margie Edmunds has been a member of the 

church for 37 years. She is currently a member of 
the Diaconate and a Stephen Leader and enjoys 
spending time with her grandchildren.
Nate Swanson has been a member of the 

church for 2 years. He is currently involved with 
the Youth Program and Youth Mission Trips and 
has a Dental Practice in Newmarket and he and 
his wife Rachael are expecting their first child. 

We thank every one of you who has been 
selected to serve on this Pastoral Search 
Committee. Within the next couple of weeks 
there will be an organizational meeting of the 
committee and a covenant and installation at the 
Worship Service.

Blessings,

Bill Leslie
Chair, Diaconate 

As noted above, E-Club will continue to improve 
through the holiday season and into the New 
Year.    As always, E-Club takes place during the 
10am worship hour, with the children leaving 
the sanctuary usually just after the scripture 
readings and congregational response.  Through 
the end of December and in preparation for the 
Christmas Eve 7pm service, those children 
participating in Youth Choir during E-Club will 
have the necessary time they need so as to be 
adequately prepared by the time December 24th 
comes.   For those children not participating in 
Youth Choir, other activities will continue to be 
offered during the E-Club session.     

Following the holiday season and beginning 
in January 2011, so that children will have more 
uninterrupted time for choral preparation, 
Youth Choir will take place during the 
fellowship hour right after 10am morning 
worship (instead of during E-Club).  This is 
being done to allow for a full thirty-minute 
segment of practice.   Filling and nutritious 
snacks will be offered during the practice 
session.   For those children participating in 
Youth Choir, periodic parties and other 
activities will be offered, recognizing the 
commitment and time required in order to 
perform.

E-Club from January on will continue, only 
without having Youth Choir practice during the 
session.  Instead E-Club sessions will be geared 
to camp songs, crafts and games – all fun – but 
directed towards equipping and forming our 
children for a life of community and faith. Dear Parents,

What a joy it was to see our Youth Choir 
performing on Reign of Christ/Thanksgiving 
Sunday!  During the first anthem and to the joy of 
the congregation, the children processed down the 
two center aisles, wearing Pilgrim and Native 
American costumes.   A short time into the service, 
they performed “” under the direction of Carol 
Seely with Jeannie Goodwin as accompanist.    
Given the preparation involved including choral 
instruction and properly fitting all the children in 
costumes, the culmination of these endeavors is a 
fitting expression of praise and thanksgiving to 
God.

are available to order for our 
Christmas services.  The cost 

will be $8.00 per plant.  
Please sign up on the church

bulletin board by
December 5st .



First Parish Church will 
be hosting two 
Christmas parties for 
the residents of St. 
John’s & Central 
Towers on Sat, Dec 11th 
at 2:00 pm. The White 
Gifts Celebration is a
tradition for First Parish Church and an 
opportunity to share our holiday joy with our 
senior citizens of Dover. Sign up on the 
bulletin board to help out with  
refreshments. If you would like to purchase a 
white gift please select a gift tag from the tree 
in the Atrium on Nov 21, 28, Dec 5. The gifts 
will be brought forward during the worship 
services on Dec 5th to be given to the residents 
of St. John’s & Central Towers at the 
parties. Adults and children of all ages are 
invited to come sing carols, and share 
Christmas spirit. Please contact Connie Ronda 
at Cronda@hotmail.com or by phone at
664-6098.

Jan and Don Beddie: Are transferring from 
Kearsage Presbyterian Church in New 

London. Jan is from South Carolina, however 
has lived in any number of places as well as 

abroad. She is new to the Dover area. She and 
her husband Don have a son, who is a child 

psychologist. Don was born in DC and lived in 
Kennsington, Maryland. Spent 11 years in the 

Air Force. He also worked as a CEO at a hospice 
facility.

Lauren Napolitano: is engaged to Bob Carey 
(below). They plan to be married here at FP 

next June. Lauren is presently a dental 
hygienist however is pursuing graduate studies 
at UNH, majoring in Occupational Therapy. As 
she likes children, she has volunteered to help 
teach in our Sunday school program. Catholic 

upbringing.

Bob Carey: works at a family owned business 
in Amesbury, MA at the Amesbury Furniture 
Outlet. Both he and Lauren attended the same 

high school. Bob graduated from Roger 
Williams College in RI. He and Lauren live in 

Dover.

Rachel Mathieu: She is a RN at Wentworth 
Hospital, a maternity nurse. She has a Catholic 
background. She and Bob Vigeant have five 

children between them from previous 
marriages, from 2 to 15 years. They both live in 

Dover.

Bob Vigeant: Owns a construction business 
however brings much experience as an Internet 
Marketer and teaches people how to use social 
media. He is developing a Facebook for Dover 

High School.

Matt Endrizzi: Matt is the head of the 
Science Department at Somersworth High 
School. He and his wife, Susan, have three 
young children. They live in the Dover area.   

Matt was selected to serve on the newly formed 
search  committee.

Committee Chairs:
Annual Report information

is due in the church office no later 
than Friday, January 7, 2011.
If you have any questions, please 
contact Lisa in the office.  Thanks 

for your cooperation.
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As winter approaches, heating and housing 
costs rise, and those less fortunate look for 
assistance from the Dover SHARE Fund
(DSF).  This fund is a local non-profit 
outreach program under the Dover Coop-
erative Ministry Committee and First Parish 
Church is a member.  The Dover SHARE 
Fund prides itself in its ABC design:
A. 100% of donations directly benefit the less    
fortunate.
B. We are a nonprofit volunteer-staffed
organization
C. All operation expenses are sponsored, thus 
eliminating administration costs.

Clients are referred by other agencies or 
religious organizations.  After exhausting all 
other avenues of assistance DSF caseworkers 
contact the clients and schedule an 
appointment to interview and verify 
information given.  Payment assistance is 
made directly to the debtor, never to the 
client.  To date, no qualifying client has ever 
been refused assistance.

This year, more than ever, many people are 
seeking help.  With your generosity, we can 
continue to make a real difference in the lives 
of our Dover neighbors in need.  Your 
contribution will indeed help families in dire 
straits.  Your support will prevent evictions, 
utility shut offs, provide emergency medical 
care, and help with heating bills.

To support this vital outreach you can pick 
up a Dover SHARE Fund envelope to mail 
your contribution at church from the kiosk in 
the atrium.  Or you can mail directly to the 
DSF at:

Dover SHARE Fund
PO Box 385
Dover, NH 03821-0385

Special Note: The Dover SHARE Fund is 
seeking new members for its Board of 
Directors.  Please contact Jane Kennedy or 
Vickie Whitney if you are interested in being a 
part of this deserving organization.

Many of us of a certain age remember the 
old hymn Onward, Christian soldiers, 
marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus 
going on before. On Veterans Day we honor 
those who protected this nation in times of 
strife. 

This Christmas season the Mission & Action 
Board of First Parish Church (Congregational) 
in Dover, NH and the UCC Pensions Board 
would like to lift up another type of 
veteran…Those retired and faithful soldiers for 
Christ and servants of His Church. The 
Veterans of the Cross.  

Your donations to the annual Christmas 
Fund for Veterans of the Cross will help 
support retired clergy and lay people who live 
on low fixed incomes. 

Did you know that among these veterans are 
20 retired UCC pastors over 100 years old 
which if you do the math means they are living 
on pensions based on incomes earned over 35 
years ago.  In 2010 it costs about $3.50 to buy 
what $1 would buy in 1975.

These Veterans of the Cross were the 
guardians of the gospel for the generations of 
their day.  They were also the innkeepers who 
provided hospitality where none could be 
found. They kindled a beacon of hope for those 
whose circumstances clouded out any view of 
the Star.
We are the innkeepers now and it is our job 

to keep the beacon burning and the light of 
Christ alive  So let us as a community say to 
these folks “We’ll keep the light on for yah”

As always, your generous support would be 
much appreciated. 
Faithfully in His Name 

Roddy Bryce 
Co-Chair Mission & Action Board 

5



6

Our Confirmands and High Schoolers would like 
to THANK the Congregation for supporting our 
City Reach Homeless mission project.  Thanks to 
you all we clothed and fed many of Boston’s 
homeless population. Our group of 11 listened, 
learned, served, talked and worshiped with those 
we met over the weekend. Some of our youth 
filmed our experience and crafted the prayer 
below:

Through prayerful intention, 
let us reflect……

Our mobilization created an awareness 
of the judgmental stigmas we foster. 
With gratitude and compassion we 

confront inequality and defeat barriers, 
rising to acceptance.

With open doors and open hearts we 
warmed the community with our 

humble offerings.
Meeting resistance with persistence 

strengthens our fellowship.
Opening minds with conversation and 
smiles inspires us to ease negativity by 

lending a helping hand.
Remembering where we come from, 

motivates us toward our goals to better 
humanity

The youth will share their experience during the 
worship services in December.

YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PROJECT
Once again we have adopted a teenage girl from 
The Dover Children’s Home for Christmas.  The 
wish list is on the board outside the Youth 
Ministry office. WE are asking the Congregation 
to assist us in this endeavor by purchasing a gift 
from the teen’s wish list. Instructions are on the 
board.  The gifts need to be wrapped and 
returned to the Youth Ministry office no late than 
December 15th. Thank you for supporting our 
Christmas mission project!

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLING 
BY THE FIRE

SEACOAST FOOD DRIVE
First Parish was well represented by our youth 
for the Seacoast’s Largest Food Drive on 
November 6th .  Many thanks to Cam & Max 
Rewucki, Ryan Hayden and Brendon, heather 
Raimer, Lexie Stewart, Ben Ashe and Kristen 
Williams.  Great job!!!

CHURCH FAIR GAME ROOM
Many thanks to all the youth: Emily Eno, Natasha 
& Maritza Nary, Cam Rewucki, Ryan Hayden, 
Ben Ashe, Hannah Quitugua, Aaron Daniels, 
Sarah Daniels, Ashley Eller, Alek Munoz, Alix
Ecker, Stafan & Jonathan Dutka, who helped run 
the Children’s Game Room.  Another opportunity 
of serving others you do with graciousness, 
patience and FUN!

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TEAM
LOCK-IN DECEMBER 3rd!!! 

Our Youth Leadership Team will be Locked In 
the church Friday night, December 3rd at 7:00pm 
for movies, hot fudge sundaes and lots of fun!  
Don’t forget your sleeping bag, pillow, snacks, 
drinks, and favorite sundae toppings!

YOUTH GROUP
Meets Dec. 5th and 12th 3:30-5:30 p.m.  Our 
annual Christmas Party is Dec. 12th.  Please bring 
a dessert or drinks to share with our Christmas 
meal!  Join us for FUN & Games and small group 
discussion and worship!             

CONFIRMATION
Meets Dec. 5th & 12th during Youth Group and on 
Dec. 19th at 11:30a.m.  Please hold our 
Confirmands and Mentors in your prayers as we 
continue on this journey of faith formation.     
GiGi Scarponi and Allison Friend-Gray, Emily 
Eno and Terry Dargan, Cam Rewucki and John
Marshall, Ryan Hayden and Pete Harmon, Ben 
Ashe and Bruce Whitney.                   

All Youth who want to feel jolly….join Jon Gray between the 5pm and 7pm Christmas Eve Services
by the fire outside church for Christmas Caroling!  Ask Jon to sing his favorite songs!  Help Jon sing
his favorite songs!  Bring instruments, bring your voice, just come and get warm by the fire!



Family Advent Dinner
Wednesday, December 1st
@ 6:00 pm
Come celebrate 
the beginning of the 
Advent season 
as a family!
Bring a dish to share
Sign up outside of the office
St. Nicholas is coming . . .

Acolytes

Worship Schedule
Dec. 5th – Gabriel visits Mary
Dec. 12th – Christmas Pageant
No Sunday School or E Club
Dec. 19th – Jesus is born
Dec. 26th –No Sunday School 
or E club

Dec. 5th – Zack & Patrick
Dec. 12th – Noah & Julia 
Dec. 19th – Stephen & William
Dec. 24th – (5:00 pm) William & 

Sophia 
(7:00 pm) Sydney & 

Stephen 
Dec. 26th – Hannah & Jace

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Sunday, December 12th

during 10:00 am service

Rehearsal in the sanctuary 
@ 8:30 am

Journeying Through Advent
A series of 

Advent Lessons, Carols and 
Fellowship

Join your fellow parishioners in home 
based small groups in reflection and 
conversation of the following 
hymns.

• "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"
• "Silent Night, Holy Night"
• "O Little Town of Bethlehem"
• "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"

We will look at the biblical basis for the 
text of the hymn and the personal 
impact these truths have on our 
lives. 

Led by
Susan & Sheldon Chase
Presented at the home of

Pete & Pat Sorenson
3 Westwood Circle, Dover

6:30 – 8:00 pm
Four Mondays beginning

November 29th
– December 20th

Please sign up for one or all 
of these festive evenings

7



8

For those who have experienced grief and 
loss, are struggling with chronic pain or 

illness, or are suffering from depression the 
Christmas season can be anything but joyful.

December 21 is the longest night of the year 
and this service acknowledges the darkness 

that can often be in our lives during this 
season of manufactured joy.

This year First Parish is the host church for 
this annual service of remembrance and hope 

that is sponsored by Christian Churches in 
greater Dover. It will be a time of hearing 
scripture, carols, and music that will bring 
comfort and solace. Ed Veine, chaplain of 
Seacoast Hospice will be our preacher and 

members of our choir will participate.

HYMN SINGS!
We are re-introducing a monthly hymn sing 
this fall and will continue throughout the 

year on the last Sunday of each month at 9:45 
a.m.. Come to church a few minutes early 

and request your favorite hymn!

Senior Choir: Rehearses Sunday evenings 
at 7pm.  All are welcome!

First Parish Ringers: for adults; rehearses 
Sunday evenings at 5:15pm.

Joyous Ringers:  youth handbell choir 
rehearses Monday afternoons at 5:30.

Choir Chimes: our choir chimes group 
rehearses Monday afternoons at 4:30

If you or someone you know would like to have 
communion brought to your home because 
you are unable to attend church for any 
reason, please contact the church office or one 
of the pastors to let us know. The deacons are 
compiling a list and will be available to bring 
you the Lord's Supper during the Advent 
season in particular. One of the ministers and 
a deacon will bring communion to whomever 
requests it.  You are still part of our church 
community even if you aren't able to always 
attend worship! 

If you are interested in ushering at our morning worship services please 
sign up on the bulletin board across from the church office.  Also, there is 

an usher  sign-up sheet for Christmas Eve services ~ 5pm-7pm-9pm.  
Thank you for your service.

FPC, Thank you very much for your gift of $1,500
to the Dover Friendly Kitchen.  Many thanks for
your continued & generous support!

FPC, Thank you for your contribution of $1,000
to Dover Adult Learning Center!  Many, many
thanks!

Dear Jessica & FPC Community,
The 2010 Pilgrimage for Peace ended on October
31st in New London, CT.  We remembered with
gratitude all our pleasant meetings, generous
hosts, and thoughtful conversations.  We will be
thinking of your church as it goes through its
discernment period, and we hope the pastor
search will result in new life for First Parish.  
Thank you for the hospitality, invitation to 
participate in the youth group’s meeting, and
the joyous liturgy.

Peace, Carolyn Cicciu
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First Parish Church Sew & Serve!  Come join 
us for fellowship and community service as 
we sew pillowcases  for local organizations.  

Any skill level is welcome.  The third 
Wednesday of every month from 7-9pm.  

Contact Kris Palazzo (749-4412), 
Susan Chase (868-1937)  or Judy Edwards 

(749-2130)  if you have any questions or 
would like to donate materials.  

If you or someone you know is facing a crisis--
large or small--and could benefit from the 
caring presence of a Stephen Minister, talk to 
one of our Stephen Leaders: Beth Martindale, 
Margie Edmunds, Carol Davenport, Mary 
Norris and Rev. Jessica and Rev. Norm.
Our Stephen Ministers are ready 

to care for you!

I asked for help through the Stephen Ministers at 
First Parish a couple of years ago and it was the best 
thing I have ever done for myself and those close to 
me.

In July of 2007 I was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor, 8/07 it was removed and found non-
malignant, a week after that I developed blood clots 
in my legs and lungs, which required another week 
in the hospital, another procedure, was put on a 
blood thinner for 6 months. During this time I was 
also responsible for selling my mother’s house, 
making arrangements for a new septic system 
installation at her old house, helping her pack, yard 
sale and discard items collected over the 50 years 
she lived there, preparing my yard and relocating 
my gardens for construction of an apartment at my 
house for her to live in. I took her shopping for the 
fixtures, appliances, paint colors, flooring, cabinets, 
etc for her new place. I prepared my house for her to 
live in during construction after the sale of her 
house, and helped her get moved again once 
construction was complete.

My body was weak because of the blood thinner, I 
was unable to properly exercise to keep ahead of my 
arthritis pain, I was self employed and unable to 
work, my finances were becoming a problem. I had 
insurance that covered a huge portion of my medical 
bills, but I was still left with considerable expenses I 
was responsible for.

That should give you an idea of where I was in 
relation to being stressed. I didn’t want to burden 
my friends (who had given so very much during my 
recovery after both hospitalizations), I couldn’t talk 
to my mother (she had just moved and was under 
her own stress). I reached out to the Stephen 
Ministers. 

My minister came to my home, introduced 
herself and how the service works. She answered all 
my questions about confidentiality, training, and 
experience. She set up a schedule so I knew when 
she would arrive, she was always on time, and gave

FPC Stephen Ministry at work
me plenty of notice if her plans changed and 
needed to change an appointment. I can say I 
looked forward to her visits, she encouraged 
me to talk, she was non-judgmental, non-
invasive, caring, compassionate, empathetic, 
and an active listener. I was able to talk, talk 
and talk some more, which enabled me to see 
that it wasn’t that bad after all; I had been 
through a lot, but I got through it. I always 
knew that I was never alone during all of this, 
but I had lost my focus, she helped me find 
my way back to a strengthened faith, my 
coping skills came back and I was confident 
to use them again. I was the one to determine 
that I didn’t need her as a Stephen Minister 
any longer, so those meetings ended on great 
terms and I have a new friend.

I would recommend using a Stephen 
Minister to anyone without any reservations. 
I was amazed at how effective it was in such 
an easy and wonderful experience.
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December 5, 2010
Second  Sunday of Advent
Communion
Isaiah 11: 1-10
Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19
Romans 15: 4-13
Matthew 3: 1-12
“The Peaceable Kingdom”
Rev. Bendroth, preaching

December 12, 2010
Third Sunday of Advent
Children’s Pageant
Luke 1: 47-45

December  19, 2010
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Lessons & Carols

December 24, 2010
Christmas Eve
5PM ~ Family Service; Rev. McArdle; 
7PM ~ Festival Service; Youth choirs, Senior 

choir,  Rev. Bendroth
9PM ~ Candlelight Service; Handbells and 

vocal ensemble; 
Rev. Bendroth

Isaiah 62: 6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3: 4-7
Luke 2: 1-7, 8-20

December 26, 2010
First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 63: 7-9
Psalm 148
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 13-23
“Cosmic Praise”
Rev. McArdle, preaching

Please contact Kathy Daniels at 742-3481 or 
shesababe@hotmail.com to be added to our 
email prayer chain. 
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October 31 in loving memory of Louis & 
Emma Steuerwald by their granddaughter, 
Barbara Rencurrel.

November 7 in loving memory of Helen 
Brown by her husband, Herb.

November 14 in loving memory of Sarah 
M. & George D. Durfee by their daughter 
Elizabeth Durfee.

November 21 in honor and in memory of 
loved ones by Margie Buckingham.

November 28 in loving memory of Betty 
Garrett from her husband George and 
family.

If you would like to purchase altar 
flowers, please contact Jane or Lisa in the 
church office at 742-5664.

We mourn the loss of our dear friends, 
called  home by God to share in the 
everlasting  kingdom of Heaven…

Stephen Marshall ~ Elsa’s husband
Pat Moyer ~ aunt of Lisa Nicholson
Mary Bandouveres~ Alan’s mother

Lloyd Ashe ~ Tim’s dad
Cecilia Shurtleff ~ longtime member

Sunday:  10/31/10   AM: 203 PM: 30
Sunday: 11/7/10      AM: 172 PM: 20
Sunday:  11/14/10   AM: 168 PM: 20
Sunday:  11/21/10   AM: 192 PM: 19
Sunday:  11/28/10  AM:  173 PM: 29

The United Church of Christ daily devotional. 
Go to http://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/ to 

sign up. Daily inspirational thoughts, 
messages, and insights!

To start receiving the chimes via email, 
please send an email to chimesfpc@gmail.com

with the subject “eChimes”.



www.GoodISHappening.org
First Parish Church
218 Central Avenue
Dover, NH 03820

Email: firstparish@comcast.net
Office hours: M-F 9am-3pm

(603) 742-5664
Fax: 603-750-0411

NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org
Rev. Dr. Norman B. Bendroth

Senior Interim Pastor
nbendroth15@comcast.net

Rev. Jessica McArdle:
Interim Associate Pastor

jessicamcardle@gmail.com
Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesdays at 9:00AM
Chimes Deadline:

The 15th of every month ~  Please 
email bulletin  and chimes 

information  to Lisa at 
firstparish@comcast.net

http://www.youtube.com/uccvideos

5pm - a wonderful family  service.

7pm - our Festival Service with the
Senior & Junior Choirs.

9pm - our candlelight service with
participation from the Handbell
Choir and a Vocal Ensemble
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