
Worship ~ Sundays 

at 10:00 AM2015
The Power of Questions

Easy answers can give us a sense of finality. By entertaining 

questions, God has a chance to change us.  Answers can be offered as a 

conclusion. Questions are an invitation to further reflection. For the most 

part, answers close and questions open. It is telling that the word 

question contains the word quest. That is, a question sends you on a 

journey and often in search of something valuable. —Martin B. 

Copenhaver[i]

This fall our Sunday morning adult study group is reading a book that helps 

us consider all of the questions (307!) that Jesus asks. It has started me 

thinking more about the power of questions in human life and relationships.

Take the phrase “entertaining questions.” It suggests that being comfortable 

with questions is a form of hospitality.  We clear space. We make room. We get 

our minds ready to encounter something new. The phrase also suggests that 

questions can be fun. They can be hard, too, but they can be fun if they cause 

us to puzzle, learn, and grow.

When I reflect on some of my most cherished friendships and relationships, I 

realize that they often involve questions. People who give me answers—experts, 

so to speak—can be useful and necessary in life.  But the people with whom I

love to spend time are people who ask great questions. When someone asks 

good questions, that person is inviting us to share ourselves. Mysteriously, 

such sharing can also help us to get to know ourselves better.

Jesus asked a lot of questions. It was one of the primary ways he showed 

respect and concern for the people around him.  Asking good questions is a 

great way to show love. I think I might try to do more of that myself. Will you 

join me?

See you in church!

--MSB

] Jesus Is The Question: The 307 Questions Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered (Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 2014), page xxiii.



Adults $8.00;
Children under 12  $5.00.

Ham ‘n beans, homemade breads, 

cole slaw, string bean casserole, 

desserts and a few culinary 

surprises!

Musical entertainment while you 

dine with Sally Gallagher and Jean 
Ellison vocalists, with Rick Gremlitz

at the Hammond organ!

We celebrate the birth of 

Emerson Jean Quimby, daughter 

of Brett and Alyssa Quimby, on 

August 21st.   Grandparents are 

Gordon and Sharon Quimby.

We celebrate the birth of Coraline
Hope Swanson born on 

September 5th, daughter of 

Rachel and Nate Swanson.  

Grandparents are Mark and 

LaVerne Swanson and big sister 

is Bea.

And we celebrate the birth of 

Vivian Carol Slater, born on 

August 5th, daughter of Paul and 

Laurie Chalifoux Slater, joyfully 

welcomed by grandparents David
and Constance Slater and brother 

Cameron Paul Slater.

Receiving the Sacrament of 

Baptism on September 13, 2015 

was Brody Wendell Ferriero, born 

on February 13, 2015.  Parents are 

Craig Bruce Ferriero and Lindsay 
Jennifer Smith.  Godparents are 

Nichole Atkinson and Adamo
Ferriero.  Grandparents are 

Wendell (Skip) and Susan Smith.

Pipes Alive---One More Time!
Saturday, October 24th 10:30 

a.m. – Noon, in the sanctuary

All are invited to another 

opportunity to get a close and 

personal view of the magnificent 

organ that graces our sanctuary.  

Rick Gremlitz will be offering an 

informal demonstration on the 

workings and music of the organ as 

part of the OLLI (Osher Life Long 

Learning Institute) program.  There 

will be examples of sounds and music 

from a variety of styles and periods.  

Questions and comments will be 

encouraged and some “hands-on”

experience will be offered to 

participants.  The class is free to First 

Parish members and friends.



If you would like to learn more about 

our Fair or get involved with the 

planning contact Kathy Baker – 742-

5976, skmbaker@comcast.net or 

Jane Kennedy – 749-1042, 

JaneWKennedy55@comcast.net.

Planning for our 2015 annual Fair 

will swing into full gear this 

month. Mark your calendars for 

November 21, 2015 and plan to 

spend some time in fellowship with 

friends helping with this church wide 

fundraising and community outreach 

event. We need everyone in our 

church family to get involved! It is a 

wonderful way to strengthen old 

friendship bonds, make new ones and 

feel a part of our wonderful church 

community.

We have a request for small jelly 

jars. Many friends have been busy 

preparing jelly and jam over the 

summer and additional donations of 

small bell jars would be greatly 

appreciated. Please bring them to the 

church office marked to my attention, 

Kathy Baker.  You can help in the 

weeks before the Fair by:

•Setting aside homemade preserves 

for our Pantry Table;

•Rooting and planting cutting from 

houseplants (especially unique 

varieties);

•Helping solicit and collect items for 

our Raffle Room;

•Collecting Holiday Tiffany Items (new 

or nearly new) for our Thrift Shop;

•Consider a donation of specialty 

household goods or furniture for our 

Antique & Collectibles Room.

Sign – ups for “work crews” for the 

week of the Fair will begin in mid-

October.

Directory Pictures

Reminder to all who had their 

pictures taken for the new directory 

– if you did not order additional 

photos, your 8x10 complimentary 

one was sent to the church.  If you 

haven’t done so, please stop by the 

church office to pick up your 

beautiful portraits!

to Jane and Bill Kennedy on 
their 40th wedding anniversary 
celebrated on September 20th.  
Congratulations from their First 
Parish Church family and best 
wishes for many more happy 
anniversaries to come!

Adult Education
The Adult Education group has begun 

the new season with discussions 

based on the Fall study book, Jesus is 
the Question:  the 307 Questions 
Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered.  

This group meets Sunday mornings at 

8:50 AM with Pastor Mike.  All are 

welcome!



Thanks to new volunteer Karen 
Mairs, the Thrift Shop is now on 

Facebook!  Please “like” us to keep up 

with what’s happening.  The official 

page name is Find it at the First-Thrift 
Shop.

Thursdays at the Thrift Shop

Beginning on Thursday, October 1st, 

Ginny Hallowell will become the 

manager for our Thrift Shop.  She 

began while Dottie Donovan was in the 

beginning years of organizing First 

Parish’s new venture and has been a 

devoted volunteer for over three years.

Ginny will be joined with the two 

regular and consistent volunteers on 

Thursday afternoons.  Joann Githens

is a busy worker with multiple 

responsibilities to keep the racks of 

clothes full and neat as well as 

organizing all other areas.  Barbara 

Allen is the third dependable volunteer 

who irons clothes for their inviting 

presentation on the shop racks.

Barbara Rowe became a late summer 

volunteer and will manage the shop 

during future summer months to help 

during vacation times on Thursday 

afternoons.

Bonnie Peterman, who has been the 

Thursday manager for the past two 

years, has organized the above regular 

Thursday volunteers.  Due to ongoing 

health issues, Bonnie has regretfully 

resigned from her position.  With the

above volunteers, Bonnie is certain 

Find It At

The First

Dover Cooperative 

Ministries (DCM)

Shower Pack Program

Helping The Homeless 

One Pack At A Time!

Can You Help? You Bet!

DCM is looking for the following 

items to be put into shower packs 

for the homeless people who go to 

the Dover Pool to take a shower:

• Travel size shampoo

• Travel size soap

• Gently used or new towels &  

face cloths

• Small combs

DCM is also looking for volunteers 

to make shower packs and to wash 

towels. Please see or call Pat 

Sorensen, 742-7360, if you can 

help.

that the regular Thursday shoppers 

will continue to enjoy their 

experience with Find It At The First.

Thank you….
to all at FPC for your visits, cards 
and especially your prayers.  I have 
received good news from my 
oncology doctor.  While I’ll be closely 
monitored with tests and scans, no 
further treatment is needed at this 
time.  This is a wonderful gift!

Blessings,
Bonnie Peterman



Your Board of Deacons is working hard this fall to coordinate and implement 

the many programs and activities of First Parish Church.

We held our annual “retreat” on Saturday, September 19th.  This is a full day 

gathering, allowing the deacons to become acquainted with one another and to 

brainstorm ways of providing effective leadership to the First Parish community 

in the coming year.  This year the Durham Community Church was gracious 

enough to allow us to use their facilities free of charge, so we were able to have 

a relaxed atmosphere in an off-site venue.

The ONA Committee has been very busy over the summer reviewing various 

ONA statements from other churches and drafting a statement for FPC.  A 

survey will go out to the membership in the beginning of October with three 

possible statements.  Members will have the opportunity to rate each statement 

and make comments on them.  The survey will be sent via postal mail, and 

members will also have the opportunity to respond electronically.  Please 

complete and return your surveys as quickly as possible.  The committee hopes 

to begin compiling responses very soon and plans to schedule discussion 

sessions so members will also have the opportunity to give verbal feedback.

The Congregational Care Sub-Committee of our board oversees regular visits 

to parishioners who are not able to get to Sunday morning worship or other 

activities.  We have a group of volunteer visitors who visit members to provide 

company and contact from FPC.  CDs and bulletins of the worship services are 

provided to those who request them.  If you know of a church member who 

might like to have a visitor, please let any Deacon know or call the church 

office.

The Hospitality Sub-Committee continuously strives to greet and welcome 

visitors.  If you are aware of a new face in a pew near you, please feel free to 

introduce yourself, welcome the visitor and, if appropriate, introduce them to 

any Deacon.  Thanks to all for helping us be a welcoming congregation!

Upcoming dates:

•Installation of Church Officers and Commissioning of new Deacons will be    

held during the Worship Service on October 4.  

•Dedication of Prayer Shawls will be done during the service on October 18.

Faithfully,

Betsy Carroll & Margie Buckingham, Co-Chairs                                                  



October Youth Event
October 18th

Sunday, October 4th

@ 4:30 PM (with Mentors)
immediately followed by 
Youth Group @ 6:00 PM

Sunday, October 11th

Holiday Weekend
(No Evening Classes)

Saturday, October 17th

Cochecho Challenge
Half-Marathon

Volunteer opportunity
Contact Kathy Daniels at
moments9@live.com

Sunday, October 18th

CROP Walk for Hunger
12:00 pm @ La Festa
Walk begins @ 1:00 PM
@ St. Joseph’s Church
(No Evening Classes)

Sunday, October 25th

@ 4:30 PM
immediately followed by
Youth Group @ 6:00 PM

Grades 9-12
(including Confirmands)

Sunday, October 4th

@ 6:00 PM
Come hungry!  

Food will be provided.

Saturday, October 17th
Cochecho Challenge
Half-Marathon

Volunteer opportunity
Contact Kathy Daniels at
moments9@live.com

Sunday, October 18th
CROP Walk for Hunger

12:00 pm @ La Festa
Walk begins @ 1:00 PM 
@ St. Joseph’s Church
(No Evening Classes)

www.facebook.com/FPCDover.sundayschool

CROP Walk for Hunger
CROP Hunger Walks are neighbors of different 
ages, faiths and backgrounds raising money and 
walking to help fight hunger and poverty locally 

and globally.  
Our local recipients include:
The Dover Children’s Home
Dover Friendly Kitchen



Don’t forget your questions for “Pester 
the Pastor”

during our 
FIRST Kids Gathering 

in Nazareth Hall!
Pastor Mike is ready 

to be challenged!

��������

Pleasemake sure you fill out a current 
Youth Registration Form

to be sure we have updated information 
for any child participating in the

Youth Ministry program.  
Forms are available in every classroom

and on the website.    
�����������

to our 
Christian Education Board 

& Youth Group 
for the delicious food and awesome games 
and to all the families that made our annual 

picnic such a huge success!

to our 
Apple Pie Cook-Off &
Baked Bean Challenge

LaVerne Swanson (Nate’s mom)
Winner of both!

She has the honor of her name
being inscribed on the
Golden Bean Pot and

Pie Plate

Thanks to all who participated!

www.facebook.com/FPCDover.sundayschoolwww.facebook.com/FPCDover.sundayschool

Sunday, October 11th

Special Program 
beginning @9:30 am

in Nazareth Hall
We will be packing our

food bags for END 68 Hours!

September - October

Sunday School Mission
END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER

�����������

Bring in food items anytime beginning now 
through Mid-October.

Bags will be filled during our
Special Programming Day

on October 11th

Food Items Needed:  
Nutrition Bars, Mac & Cheese, 

Canned Fruit, Canned Tuna/Chicken, 
Canned Pasta, Canned Soup, 

Peanut Butter-plastic, Crackers, Oatmeal, 
Ramen, Jelly-plastic, 
Cereal and Mayo 

** PLEASE BRING IN PLASTIC GROCERY 
BAGS **



www.firstparishdover.org

First Parish Church 

218 Central Avenue

Dover, NH 03820

Email: firstparish@comcast.net

Office hours: M-F 9am-3pm

(603) 742-5664

Rev. Michael Bennett, Senior Minister

msb@firstparishdover.org

Rick Gremlitz, Church Administrator

rickgremlitz@yahoo.com

NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org
Bulletin Deadline: Tuesdays by 9:00AM

Chimes Deadline: The 15th of every 

month ~ Please email bulletin  and 

chimes information to Joanne at 

firstparish@comcast.net

To start receiving the 

chimes via  email, please 

send an email to 

chimesfpc@gmail.com

with the subject  

“eChimes”.

We mourn the loss of our dear friends, 

called  home by God to share in the 

everlasting kingdom of Heaven…

Lynwood & Sally Carter ~

Long-time church member and her husband
Bekkiy Paul ~

Niece of Kathy Daniels

September 13 in memory of their 

wonderful sister and aunt, Christine 
Morea, from Steve, Cheryl and Sam 
Glidden

September 20 in loving memory of 

her mother, Mae Hooper, father, 

Frank Hooper, sister, Virginia 
Johnson and nephew, Eric Johnson
from Dorothea Hooper

September 27 in loving memory of 

their parents, Barbara Kennedy and 

Wayne and Kathryn Wishart, from 

the Kennedy family

If you would like to purchase altar 

flowers, please contact Joanne in 

the church office at 742-5664.

Our team of Stephen Ministers is 

committed to a continuing service of 

“Christ caring for people through people”.  

These trained caregivers are available to 

the congregation for one-on-one spiritual 

care. We all experience difficulties, 

challenges and heartbreak during life and 

sometimes need to talk to someone 

nonjudgmental in strict confidence.  Is 

that person you?  Or do you know of 

someone who needs us?  Contact Judy 
Edwards, Pastor Mike Bennett, David 
Dickson or Tim Ashe. 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special 

mission offering of the UCC that supports 

ministries of justice and compassion 

throughout the United States. The 

Neighbors in Need offering will be taken 

on Sunday, October 4th.



The Chimes
The First Parish Church Congregational

The United Church of Christ

218 Central Avenue

Dover, New Hampshire

03820

Return Service Requested

A FIRSTS Concert
Sunday, November 1st, at 4:00 p.m.

A special concert will be held in our sanctuary presented by the

Choirs and Handbell Choirs of First Parish Church of York, Maine, 

and our own First Parish Church Choir and First Parish Ringers.

The concert will feature an appearance by the men’s ensemble, The 

Bow Tie Guys!

On the program will be selections by each church’s choir and 

handbell choirs.  The concert finale will be combined choral 

selections by both choirs, concluding with a rousing rendition of 

the favorite hymn For All the Saints – in tribute to November 1st

being All Saints Day.

Concert admission is free---an offering will be received.


