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“I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing to others.“

These were God’s words to Abraham (Genesis 12:2). And being a blessing to others is 
what Christ’s teachings emphasize.  What a wonderful thing it is to witness God’s blessings 
to others when God works through us.

Our church provides purpose and the physical space to bestow blessings on many.  
Whether it is providing food for a hungry soul or body, a space where Scouts meet and 
learn, or an opportunity for folks to attend support programs, our church building provides 
a safe environment—a sanctuary and a service area.  Many of those who pass through our 
doorways find blessing and comfort, as well as a place to worship, learn and serve.

When children and families study and discuss Christ’s teachings and apply them to their 
own lives, whenever a Stephen Minister takes a moment to encourage or console someone 
who is downtrodden, Christ’s blessings are multiplied. When the Parish House thrift store 
and the Dover food pantry extend access to food, clothing and household goods,   we have a 
means to further extend God’s blessings.  When our pastor provides lessons and counsel, 
when our congregation volunteers to lead and serve in programs like the Friendly Soup 
Kitchen or the Dover Cooperative Ministries, where even a friendly smile and some 
companionship at monthly church suppers offers warmth and welcome, we see a path for 
blessings to be passed along from God to others through us and we can rejoice.

We are blessed so that we may be a blessing to others.
We believe that the church is the Body of Christ and that God works through the church 

to do His work in our world. When we give our talents and our financial contributions to the 
church, we give in support of these missions. First Parish is blessed with many talented, 
service-oriented members and friends who give tirelessly to run our many programs.  And 
in order for these programs to continue, we must also continue to use our financial gifts to 
fund the staff and infrastructure that enables First Parish to extend God’s blessings to 
others in our community.

This money pays for the fuel to heat and light the church building and Parish House. It 
covers the costs of coordination and preparation of our Sunday services and youth 
programs. It buys music for our choirs and provisions our office spaces with tools and 
equipment. It covers the plowing of our parking lot and sidewalks. It provides funding for 
mission work outside the church walls and to many corners of the globe. In short, our 
financial support is crucial towards sustaining all levels of mission and action here at First 
Parish.

Pledges are the most reliable source of funding for any church. They provide a 
mechanism for steady income to pay the many bills and to cover payroll costs. (It is 
important to remember that our bills are constant even when our attendance is not.)

In the next few weeks you will receive information from the stewardship team on pledging 
to First Parish Church.   You will be asked to prayerfully reflect on the many blessings in 
your lives and to likewise consider how your financial gifts to First Parish can be an 
instrument of blessing to others.  You will be encouraged to pledge your gift to First Parish, 
since pledging provides the church with a means to accurately and dependably budget for 
the provision of spaces and services.

(Continued on Page 2)



Dear First Parish Friends,

Words cannot express how delighted we 
are with the Holiday Fair photo books 
which we received as a gift from all of 
you.  It is wonderful to have many years 
of marvelous photos arranged so 
artistically in a beautiful memory book!  
We will cherish the memories of working 
together on Holiday Fairs for the benefit 
of our beloved church, with the help and 
support of all of you, as we enjoy this 
treasure of photo memories!

We especially want to thank Ann Reid 
for the many hours she spent sorting, 
collating and editing all the years’ worth 
of pictures that went into making such a 
remarkable memory book.

Fondly,
Margie Buckingham and Jane Kennedy

Council Comments

Winter is the doorway into spring and 
this month we will see sunshine and 
sparrows, warm winds and willows, 
remaking, reshaping and renewing in 
our lives.  It is time to shake out the 
feather beds, dust off the sneakers and 
come and see what is happening at 
First Parish Church.

In keeping with the theme of renewal, 
your Council is making plans to publish 
a new pictorial church directory.  We 
rejoice in the many new individuals and 
families that have joined our fellowship 
since our last directory was created in 
2009.  We will use the program created 
by the Lifetouch Corporation and there 
is no charge to our church for this 
service.  The process has been 
streamlined and involves only one 
appointment to have the portrait taken 
and view the proofs.  Every individual or 
family who participates in the directory 
will receive a complimentary 8x10 
printed portrait and a complimentary 
church directory.  You will have the 
opportunity to order additional pictures 
as well.

There will be online scheduling 
available through our church website or 
opportunities to sign up at coffee hour 
after a worship service.  If you are 
unable to come to church for a portrait 
sitting, there will be someone available 
to photograph you in your home.  Here 
is an opportunity to be part of a project 
that has the potential for one hundred 
percent congregational participation.  
Our new directory will help us to 
connect with one another, reach out to 
visitors and share our ministries with 
others.  Stay tuned for more details.

Pat Sorensen

“Blessings” (Continued from Page 1)

Pledging also provides us with the 
opportunity to think about the place of 
money in our lives, and to consider how 
the church uses the total amount 
pledged when it creates its annual 
budget. It is the hope of the 
Stewardship team that ALL of us will 
pledge to support First Parish Church 
in the coming year.

Now is a good time to think about the 
many blessings of both means and 
talent that God has bestowed on you 
and to begin to evaluate what part you 
wish to play in supporting  our church 
as a place to worship, learn and serve -
as we foster the extension Christ’s love 
and teachings to all those who 
participate.

How will you be providing blessings to 
others in the coming year?

Your Stewardship Team

The Thrift Shop requests that no clothing donations be 
made until April when spring and summer items will be 
needed.  Household items are still being accepted.  

Thank you.

********************



March 8th, 2015

Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks AHEAD one hour for 
Daylight Savings Time
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Acolytes

Mar. 1st  - Anna Stewart & Elizabeth Smith
Mar. 8th – Kelli & Elina Daniel
Mar. 15th – Lucas & Sonya Endrizzi
Mar. 22nd – Leah & Riley Joyce
Mar. 29th – Spencer Rhyne
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March  29th, 2015 

FPC Annual Palm Sunday
Brunch 

& Easter Egg Hunt
Come join us for food and fellowship
immediately following the service.

This meal is hosted by our Christian 
Education Board and beverages, salads 
and desserts will be provided.  Please bring 

a main dish to share.   
Egg hunt immediately after in sanctuary.

Pet Items
(continued from February)

Sunday School Mission 
Project

On the birth of Holden Dale Richardson, son 
of John and Kristin Richardson, on January 
10th.  Paternal grandmother is Bonnie 

Peterman.

On the birth of Jameson Oliver Hocking, son 
of Daniel and Lesley Hocking, on January 
20th.  Maternal grandparents are Phil and 
Susan Read.

On the birth of Hope Rhiannon Canada, 
daughter of Justin and Kathie Canada, on 
February 24th.  Hope is the great-niece of 
Debbie Canada.



Palm Sunday, March 29th

10:00 AM ~ Worship with Pastor Mike Bennett

Followed by our Annual Potluck

Luncheon and Easter Egg Hunt

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd
6:15 PM ~ Silent Meal

7:00 PM ~ Service of Tenebrae and Holy Communion

Good Friday, April 3rd
Noon – 1:00 PM ~ Ecumenical Good Friday Service at

St. Thomas Church, 5 Hale St., Dover

Easter Sunday, April 5th
6:30 AM Sunrise Service at Hilton Park led by FPC Youth

7:30 AM Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Festival Easter Worship in sanctuary

with Pastor Mike Bennett

One Great Hour of Sharing is the Lenten 
Offering of the United Church of Christ 
that supports disaster, refugee and 
development actions. The suggested 
offering date for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering is March 15, but gifts 
may be shared at any time. Please give 
generously! Thank you.

*************************************



Karen Grenier
Singer Songwriter

With the release of her latest CD "Crazy Love", Karen Grenier

continues to make her mark as both a gifted songwriter and 

crafty lyricist. Drawing in both new and faithful fans, Karen's 

songs resonate in the heart and leave listeners anticipating the

next song and humming her catchy melodies. A polished 

performer, Karen's smooth, penetrating voice, rhythmic acoustic 

style and positive emotional energy make for an excellent 

concert experience. 

Join us for this wonderful evening of stories and song.

Admission Donations:

Adults-- $ 10; Children under 12-- $5.00

Special family admission--$ 25.00

Concert proceeds benefit the

Under One Roof project

https://www.facebook.com/fridaylivedover

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 at 7:00 PM



Amare Cantare

at First Parish Church

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 at 7:30 PM

An auditioned chamber chorus that strives for musical excellence in the 
performance of challenging and diverse repertoire. Since 1977, Amare

Cantare (“to love to sing”) has performed masterworks and choral music 
from five centuries. Based in Durham, New Hampshire, the group’s 

members come from all over the Seacoast.
Amare Cantare welcomes special guest artists Catherine York on piano 

and the Artful Noise String Quartet to accompany them for Mozart’s 
Misericordias Domini and Fern Hill by John Corigliano, a lyrical setting of 

Dylan Thomas’s poem about his pastoral childhood in Wales. The 
program also includes Samuel Barber’s a cappella Reincarnations and 

Four Slovak Folk Songs by Béla Bartók. A special feature of the concert 
will be Artful Noise’s performance of Land of Pure Delight: Shaker Songs 

and Dances for String Quartet by New England’s own Kevin Siegfried.

General Admission: $15 at the door, $12 in advance
Seniors and Students: $12 at the door, $10 in advance

Advance Tickets: Baldface Books, Dover; Flower Kiosk, Portsmouth; 
Water Street Books, Exeter; Durham Book Exchange, Durham



To start receiving the chimes 
via  email, please send an 

email to 
chimesfpc@gmail.com

with the subject  “eChimes”.

February 1  In loving memory of and in 
celebration of the life of her parents, 
Sidney and Helen Newton Peterman by 
Bonnie Peterman.

February 8  In loving memory of her 
mother Gladys “Mickey” Harris from 
her daughter Lana Black

February 22  In loving memory of 
Elbridge and Donald Goodwin by Doris

and family

If you would like to purchase altar 
flowers, please contact Joanne in the 
church office at 742-5664.

We mourn the loss of our dear friends, 
called  home by God to share in the 
everlasting kingdom of Heaven…

Pam Bertram-Stieglitz

Joe Stieglitz’s wife and dear
friend to FPC and the community

Myrtle Chadbourn

Friend of First Parish

Men’s Group meets Wednesday 

evenings at 7:00 PM in the Parlor.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
We are blessed to be called a Stephen 
Ministry Church. Our Stephen 
Ministers are dedicated servants here 
to listen, help guide and just be with 
you through difficult times. To get 
connected please contact Judy 
Edwards, Beth Martindale, Tim Ashe, 

Dave Dickson or Pastor Mike.

www.firstparishdover.org
First Parish Church, 218 Central Avenue

Dover, NH 03820
Email: firstparish@comcast.net

Office hours: M-F 9 AM -3 PM
(603) 742-5664; 

Rev. Michael Bennett, Senior Minister
msb@firstparishdover.org

Rick Gremlitz, Church Administrator
rickgremlitz@yahoo.com

NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesdays by 9:00AM
Chimes Deadline: The 15th of every 
month ~ Please email bulletin  and 

chimes information to Joanne at 
firstparish@comcast.net

Spring plants to decorate our  
Sanctuary for Easter may be 
ordered by pre-paying when 
you sign up on the sheet on 
the bulletin board across from 
the office.    The price is 
$10.00 per plant. Please 
indicate how you would like 
the dedication to read.    
Please sign up by March 

22nd.

Please contact the office at  742-
5664 or by email  to be added to 
our email prayer chain.



The Chimes
The First Parish Church Congregational
The United Church of Christ
218 Central Avenue
Dover, New Hampshire
03820

Return Service Requested

A NEW ENGLAND BOILED 

DINNER

Saturday, March  7th

4:30 to 6:30 PM

Adults $8.00; Children under 12 $5.00.  
Corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, carrots, 
beets, cole slaw, Irish soda bread and 
maybe a few culinary surprises!
Seasonal musical entertainment while 
you dine will be provided by Sally 

Gallagher and Jean Ellison, vocalists, 
with Rick Gremlitz at the Hammond 

organ.


