
JUNE 2015 The Manifold Grace of God

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve 
one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 
Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 
words of God; whoever serves must do so with the 
strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified 
in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the 
glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. —1 Peter 
4.10-11

“One of the essential reasons for the Body of Christ,” the Church, writes 
theologian Marva Dawn, “is that it takes all of God’s people to show us 
everything that God wants to tell us about himself.” I am fascinated with this 
idea, which springs from a text in 1 Peter.

Though I am accustomed to celebrating the “variety of gifts” (see 1 Corinthians 
12) that are present in the church, it is a new idea to me that this variety 
actually is necessary for our complete knowledge of God.  God’s attributes and 
grace are so wide and varied (“manifold”) that no one of us is able to sense and 
receive them alone.  We need each other.

It is as if we all play an essential role as “God detectors” in the congregation. 
Those who serve help us to know the God who serves. Those who teach help us 
to know the God who teaches. Those who give generously help us to know the 
God who gives. The list is endless—because God’s graces are endless!

When even one of us is missing from worship, our ability as a congregation to 
sense and know God is less than it could be.

See you in church!

--MSB

Worship ~ Sundays 

at 10:00 AM



The Thrift Shop is planning to be 
open its normal hours on all three 
days, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, during the summer 
months.  However, it is looking for 
volunteers to fill in while current 
workers are on vacation.  If you are 
interested and able to help out, 
please contact Bonnie Peterman, Erin 
Pender or Barbara Kipp.  It is a fun 
way to get to meet new people and 
support First Parish Church too!  
Thank you!

Our Sunday School needs shoe 
boxes with separate lids for our 
Christmas Child project.  Also, if you 
have any leftover Christmas 
wrapping paper, that would be 
appreciated as well.  Please leave 
them under the coat rack in front of 
the kindergarten room.

Thank you,
Lana Black

On the birth of Augustus Frederick 
Chapin, son of Emily and Danny 

Chapin, on April 28th.  Grandparents 
are Jean and Bill Hill and Fred Dotton
and Tim Chapin.

Youth Ministry

Mission Trip 2015

Fifteen of our youth and 4 adults will 
be heading to Springfield, 
Massachusetts June 27th to July 
3rd. Our theme will be "Food 
Insecurity in the City". We will stay 
at Springfield United Methodist 
Church, who will be our host and 
guide throughout the week offering 
different experiences regarding the 
scarcity of food in the 
community. Youth attending the 
trip: Jason and Alekz Munoz, Jake 
Scarponi, Sam Glidden, Maritza 
Nary, Alex Chase, Alix and Abby 
Ecker, Charlotte Leggett, Bev Allen, 
Jess Holderbaum, Sydney Evans, 
Nate Stewart, Ryan Hayden and Eric 
Leslie. Adults attending are Pastor 
Mike, Beth Martindale, Nate 
Swanson and Donna Evans. Please 
join us on Sunday, June 21st, for the 
Commissioning and Blessing of our 
trip.



On May 18th, we celebrated the 
lives of 28 people who have been 
members of First Parish Church for 
50 years or more! Twenty-eight people 
have spent most of their lives as 
members of this church! We also 
celebrated the additions of 7 new 
members who joined in the last year.

The 50+-year members being honored 
this year are:

Ruth Keene (88 yrs), Dorothy 

Seawards (73 yrs), Nancy Boyle (70 
yrs), Kay Towle (68 yrs), William 

Willey (67 yrs), Ruth Wiggin, Joanne 

McCormick, Ethel Hindle, Esther 

Amato (65 yrs), Sylvia Donahue, 

Patricia Marston (61 yrs), Eleanor 

Janetos, Bill Merrill (60 yrs), William 

Carswell (59 yrs), Doris Goodwin (57 
yrs), Margaret McDaniel (55 yrs), Sally 
Chenard, Marion David, (54 yrs), 
Norma Willard (53 yrs),  Priscilla 
Clement, Peter Donahue, Bill Hill, 

Margaret Purdy, (52 yrs), Diana Allen, 
Richard Allen, Cheryl Smalley (51 yrs) 
and Pat & Pete Sorensen (50 yrs).

The newest members honored who 
joined  during the past year are:

Ashley Courter, Andrew Courter, Susan 

Dunker, Karen Scoon, Karen Skeels, 

Susan Spence and Donna Tetreault.

The purposes of the meeting will be:

1. To receive the reports of the 
minister,  church program staff 
and the several boards and 
committees.

2. To hear the reading of the 
Necrology.

3. To act on the report of the 
Treasurer for the previous fiscal 
year.

4. To act on the proposed budget and 
income for the 2015-2016 fiscal 
year.

5. To act on the report of the 
Nominating Committee..

6. To conduct other business as may 
properly and legally be brought 
before the meeting.

The Annual Meeting is called by order of 
the Church Council.

Approved by the Church Council on 
April 21, 2015.

In accordance with Church By-Laws 
11.3 and 11.7, notice is hereby given 
of the Annual Meeting of First Parish 
Church to be held on Sunday, June 
14, 2015 immediately following the 
morning worship service in the 
sanctuary.

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING

**Please Note**

Beginning June 29th until 

September 1st, the church office 

hours will be 9:00 AM to 12 Noon, 

Monday through Friday.



Our FPC Annual Holiday Fair will be 
on November 21, 2015. We have 
started planning for this wonderful 
church wide, community outreach and 
fund raising event. Our enthusiastic 
committee needs help recruiting 
vendors and soliciting items for our 
raffle table. If you have the means to 
help out or donate items for the raffle, 
please contact Paula Sterling, our new 
raffle coordinator, at 556-2448, 
psterling01@myfairpoint.net.

I am excited to report that our great 
friend, Joe Stieglitz has volunteered to 
assist Jane Kennedy as the Vendor 
Coordinator this year to be able to take 
over this position next year. Carolyn 
Ricker has agreed to be Joe’s 
helpmate. I cannot thank them enough 
and know their skills and abilities will 
be perfect in making this a smooth 
transition.
I am also excited to report that Jane 

Kennedy has agreed to be responsible 
for fair publicity. Kathy Daniels has 
been doing a remarkable job for quite a 
few years and will be handing over her 
information to Jane. That is the last 
position that we needed to fill for the 
2015 Holiday Fair, so we are in great 
shape.
If you would like to learn more about 

our Fair or get involved with the 
planning, contact Kathy Baker – 742-
5976, skmbaker@comcast.net or 
Jane Kennedy – 749-1042, 

JaneWKennedy55@comcast.net.

Colleges & Universities:
Verna (Dode) Boudreau ~ University 

of New Hampshire; BA English
Anders Ryan Goodwin (Sherri & 

Chris Goodwin) ~ Ripon College; Summa 
Cum Laude; BA Psychology, Theatre & 
Philosophy.  Anders is valedictorian of 
his class and is being inducted into Phi 
Beta Kappa.
David Henck (Karen & Rich Henck) ~ 

UMASS Amherst; BS Kinesiology

Kasey Lynch (Dawn & Mike Lynch) ~ 
BU; Masters in Mental Health 
Counseling
Brie Salzer (Joanne & John Straight

and David Salzer) ~ Great Bay 
Community College; AS Nursing
Elizabeth Anne Sorensen (Peggy & 

Peter Sorensen) ~ Salisbury University; 
Cum Laude; BA Sociology

High School:
Christina Bandouveres (Patricia & 

Alan Bandouveres) ~ St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School
Eric Henck (Karen & Rich Henck) ~ 

Dover High School

Congratulations goes to 
Michael Williams, who 
earned Eagle Scout rank, 
the highest advancement 
rank in Boy Scouting, on 
April 25th here at FPC.  
Michael is the son of Russ 
and Tammy Williams and 
brother to Sarah and 
Kristen.



JUNE 7th, 2015

The children of FPC
offer the service today!
Rehearsal during the 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR!!

September 20September 20thth –– Start of Sunday Start of Sunday 

School/Annual PicnicSchool/Annual Picnic

Even though we do not have
Sunday school classes until 

September, childcare is still 
provided for Nursery, Toddler 
and Preschool age children during 

the service hour.

AND VOLUNTEERS
for making the 
2014-2015 

Sunday school year 
such a success!  

Visit Horton Center’s website 
for a full list of summer programs
hortoncenter.org

FIVE YOUTH CONFIRMED ON MAY 17, 2015

Congratulations to Ethan Foley, 

Matthew Henck, Miles Lee-Rogers, 

Sarah Williams and Bryan Woolley who 
were confirmed last month!   Special 
thanks to their Mentors: Bill Leslie, 
Dave, Dickson, Nate Swanson, Heather 

Smith, Tim Ashe and Don Goodnow.  
We are grateful to have you all in our 
midst!



Council Comments

Our church year is drawing to a 
close and this month's Council 
Comments will be a shout out to the 
youth of First Parish Church.  Every 
aspect of life at First Parish is 
enhanced by the presence of our 
children and youth as their energy 
tumbles through the halls and aisles 
of the sanctuary and our congregation 
watches them grow from toddlers to 
young women and men.
We delight in seeing the 

enthusiastic, responsive group of  
children which gathers around Pastor 
Mike each Sunday morning, and 
watching Miles stroll to join his 
sisters, totally at home in our beloved 
church.  We marvel at the music that 
our Youth Bell Choir and Choir 
Chimes contribute to our worship and 
appreciate the earnest efforts of the 
Youth Choir as they give it their all.
Our hearts were uplifted during 

Confirmation Sunday in May as we 
listened to the Confirmands speak of 
their developing faith and awareness 
of God in their lives.  Ethan Foley, 
Matthew Henck, Miles Lee-Rogers, 
Sarah Williams and Bryan Woolley 
joined the church that day and began 
a journey of exploration and growth.  
We are grateful to the youth who have 
attended the Open and Affirming 
meetings and expressed their insights 
and perspectives so eloquently.
We appreciate the volunteer help 

given by our young people to the 
Friendly Kitchen, the Food Pantry

and, more recently, to the 
Commodity Food Program when Nate 
Stewart spent one of his vacation 
days delivering food to elderly Dover 
residents.  Our First Parish youth 
are making a difference far beyond 
the walls of our church.  As I write 
this plans are underway for 
Children's Sunday which is always a 
highlight of our church year.
Plan to be with us on that day to 

celebrate our treasured young people 
and the future of First Parish 
Church.

Pat Sorensen

Budget hearing to be held after 
coffee hour on June 7th in the 
Parlor

Open and Affirming Sharing 

and Listening Session
Other Churches Stories

Wednesday, June 3rd at 6:30 PM

Fellowship Hall

This next and final session will feature 
guests from churches that have 

adopted O&A policies as well as those 
churches that have voted to not adopt 

such a policy. Confirmed are 
representatives from the Community 
Church of Durham as well as First 
Parish Church in Somersworth.  The 

session will end with an opportunity for 
participants to share their thoughts 

openly without debating.



www.firstparishdover.org
First Parish Church, 218 Central Avenue

Dover, NH 03820
Email: firstparish@comcast.net

Office hours: M-F 9am-3pm
(603) 742-5664; 

Rev. Michael Bennett, Pastor & Teacher
msb@firstparishdover.org

Rick Gremlitz, Church Administrator
rickgremlitz@yahoo.com

NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesdays by 9:00AM
Chimes Deadline: The 15th of every 
month ~ Please email bulletin  and 
chimes information to Joanne at 

firstparish@comcast.net

To start receiving the weekly 
Steeple Chat and monthly  

chimes via  email, please send 
an email to 

chimesfpc@gmail.com

May 3 in loving memory of Doris 
“Mimi” Kopanski from granddaughter
Ashley Thoel

May 10 in honor of motherhood with 
its many challenges and blessings 
given by Sharon Hilton

May 17 in loving memory of his 
mother, Mary Hofemann, given by 
Roland Hofemann

May 24 in loving memory of her 
parents, Richard & Jean Warren by 
their daughter Betsy Carroll

If you would like to purchase altar 
flowers, please contact Joanne in the 
church office at 742-5664.

We mourn the loss of our dear 
friends, called  home by God to share 
in the everlasting kingdom of 
Heaven…

Tom Rubbico ~
Father of Connie Ronda

Fiona Michelle Ryan ~
Infant daughter of Carole & James    

Ryan; granddaughter of Darcie & John 
Russell

Lyla Onsruth ~
Mother of Susan Smith; grandmother of 

Heather Smith

Men’s Group meet Wednesday 

Evenings at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.



The Chimes
The First Parish Church Congregational

The United Church of Christ

218 Central Avenue

Dover, New Hampshire

03820

Return Service Requested

Saturday, June 6th
4:30 to 6:30pm

Ham ‘n beans, homemade breads, Cole slaw, string bean casserole, 
desserts and a few culinary surprises!
Adults $8.00; Children under 12, $5.00. 

This will be the final church supper of the season until October 3rd. 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WHILE 

YOU EAT!

Musical entertainment while you dine with Sally Gallagher and Jean 
Ellison, vocalists, and Rick Gremlitz at the keyboard!


