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God Is With Us In Times of Transition

By the time this newsletter arrives, I trust that most readers will have heard the
announcement of my retirement from pastoral ministry at the end of June. As I
wrote in my letter to the congregation, “It has been a privilege to serve as a local
church pastor, but I am ready for a change. The pastoral role offers many blessings,
but also great responsibility. It is time for me to set that responsibility aside and let
others assume it for the future.”

I have been very grateful for all the expressions of support in recent days. I love
this church and its people and your gracious understanding means the world to me.
I will carry your support with me through the transitions ahead for our family:
establishing Sue’s new ministry at St. John’s United Methodist Church, moving our
home to the St. John’s parsonage, my expanded involvement in our son John’s daily
life, and my new role as a clergy spouse.
Change is part of life. It is good and necessary, but it is seldom simple or worry-

free. Moments of change tend to bring out our fears while stirring up other
uncomfortable feelings. We can learn and grow from such times, but we seldom
“enjoy” every moment along the way. I’m sure my retirement journey will reflect this,
as will the communal life of First Parish Church. New possibilities and new
challenges—all mixed in together!—will arise.

The Bible understands transitions. It is full of stories of people making major life
changes: Abraham and Sarah, Moses, prophets called to uncomfortable work,
disciples pulled from their familiar work and routines. The famous chapter from
Ecclesiastes (people of a certain age will know it best as a Byrds song) reminds us
both of the constancy of change but also that it takes place “under heaven.” God is
with us in times of transition.

Though I’ll freely admit that I’m not a guy who generally embraces change without
grumbling, I have found that times of transition have been some of the times I’ve felt
closest to God. When things are shifting, our openness to God’s unchanging
presence seems to be enhanced. I will be seeking to draw closer to God in the
months ahead and I hope you, in your own particular way and circumstances, will
join me.

See you in church!

--MSB 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven.”

—Ecclesiastes 3.1



FIND IT AT THE FIRST Thrift Shop
days and hours are Thursdays 1:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.. The shop will
not be closing for a winter break this
year, however, it will close during severe
weather conditions.

LET THERE BE LIGHT…….
In late December, a new lighting

system was installed in our sanctuary
through the gracious generosity of two
families from within our church
fellowship.

Our sanctuary lighting has long been
deficient for evening services and
concert events and even on overcast
Sunday mornings when natural light is
less available. Through the years, we
have tried some “piece together”
portable systems which have tried to
address these inherent sanctuary
lighting shortcomings, but none have
been particularly successful or
permanent.

Our new lighting system features 14
state-of-the-art LED fixtures
permanently installed above each of
the staircase doorways in the balcony.
The installation consists of 8
Colorsource LED Spotlights and 6 LED
Colorsource PAR Lights. Each of these
14 lighting devices is controlled by the
computer-based lighting console which
can be located anywhere in the
sanctuary, thanks to a wireless control
system between the control console
and the individual lighting fixtures.
Each of the 14 fixtures has its own
color and intensity (dimmer) control
from the console. And the console is
programmable to “remember” 80
different lighting/color combinations.
In addition, the lighting controller has
an onboard programmable “cuing”
system which provides seamless and
timed transitions from one lighting set-
up to another.

The new LED lighting instruments
have two functions: 1. to provide
“front” lighting for the pulpit, lectern,
chancel, altar and chancel steps areas;
2. to provide “bounce lighting” in the
front of the sanctuary in the area
directly of the ceiling arch and molding

areas, which “bounces” back into the
chancel and front of the sanctuary,
supplementing the light produced by the
existing hanging chandeliers.

Planning and installation of these new
lights was done by a professional lighting
company located in Seabrook, NH. We
had several on-site visits from two
lighting consultants from the company.
Our local licensed electrician ran a new
power source from the basement
electrical hub, through the ceiling in
Nazareth Hall and then up to the balcony
locations. Since LED fixtures consume
far less energy than conventional
incandescent bulbs, less electrical
capacity is needed to supply these new
lights coupled with a significant savings
in ongoing operational costs.

In addition to enhancing our services
of worship on a regular basis, the new
lights provide a much improved
environment for concerts and other
special programs in our sanctuary. We
look forward to continuing our concert
series and hosting other special events
with greatly improved lighting.
We will be dedicating our new lighting

system as a part of our morning service
on Sunday, February 26.

Rick Gremlitz
Church Administrator



One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
enables the United Church of Christ to
reach people and communities affected by
disaster, displacement or poverty. OGHS
provides assistance to families and
communities around the world, helping
them to become stronger, healthier and
better equipped to address hardships and
catastrophes. When a disaster strikes or
people are displaced or made refugees by
violence or extreme poverty, you are part
of the immediate response and of the
long-term recovery. Through OGHS you
engage in holistic development programs
including health care, education,
agriculture, food sustainability, micro-
financing and women’s empowerment.
Because the UCC relates in mutual
partnership to churches and
organizations through Global Ministries
and worldwide response & recovery
networks, your contributions to One
Great Hour of Sharing put you in the
right place at the right time for the relief,
accompaniment and recovery of the most
vulnerable. You meet immediate needs
and you address the underlying causes
that create those needs inthe first place.

The date for the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering is Sunday, March 26th,
but gifts may be shared at any time.
Offering envelopes will be in the Sunday
bulletins on March 26th. Thank you for
your support, whether you are a new
supporter or long-time supporter, every
gift matters. Every gift says “You are

here.”

MISSION AND ACTION

As an outreach UKAMA (means
“partnership”) First Parish Church is
working to bring clean water to our
friends and family at Highfield Church,
Harare, Zimbabwe.

The Mission and Action Board is
pleased to announce that we have
reached the half-way point for raising
funds for the Zimbabwe Clean Water
Project for Highfield Church. We plan
to complete our fundraising Sunday,
February 12th and our goal is to raise
$6,000.00. To date, donations total
$3,069.64.

During service on Sunday, January
29th, the Mission and Action Board will
offer a mission moment. Immediately
following services on Sunday, January
29th, February 5th and 12th in the
atrium, a display board depicting a
Bore Hole will be on display, and a
representative of our Mission and
Action Board will be available to answer
questions and have donation envelopes
available for the clean water project.

Mission and service opportunities are
central to our church! Thank you in
advance for supporting our partner
church by helping to fulfill our mission
of drilling a well. This well will provide
our Highfield family with a reliable
source of clean water.

HELPING US TO SAVE ENERGY…

We extend much appreciation to Russ 
Williams and Mick Carroll for sharing 
their time and expertise by installing 

energy saving plastic over the windows 
in Fellowship Hall and the Parlor.  This 
effort will help us save energy expense 
to the church and keep us warmer in 
those areas during the winter months.  

Thank you Russ and Mick! 
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Have a child 
away at college?  

Give us their address and 
we’ll send them a 

Valentine from FPC! 
Contact Donna at:

hondagirl1967@msn.com

or call: 742-5664 x 13
by February 6th

Our FPC Youth
will have two teams participating in the

9th Annual 
Dover Children’s Home

Bowl-A-Thon!
Sunday, February 19th

12-1:30 PM at Dover Bowl

Please watch for the donation table during 
coffee hour and support our youth as they 

raise money for this very special
community organization.

Pledge online if you like at:
https://www.bowlathon.net/manage/event/dch-

bowlathon-2017/donation/create

A HUGE THANK YOU
to all of the kids, parents 

& teachers who made our 
Annual Epiphany Pageant

such an AWESOME SUCCESS!

Our FPC Family ROCKS!!

Pet Products
for 

Cocheco Valley Humane Society

FEBRUARY
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mission Project

February 26th

Special Program Sunday
beginning @9:30 AM

in Nazareth Hall

NO REGULAR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASSES

Our Youth are raising money by selling 

Super Bowl Subs
Fresh and made to order for pick up

on the morning of the big game!
Order for the whole family!

Cookies, chips and drinks available as 
add-on items that day.

Please help the Youth fund their 
mission trip! 



Saturday, February 4th

Come and enjoy a feast! 
All for just $10 for adults and $5 for 

children 12 or under.  
Served from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WHILE YOU 

EAT! The supper will feature popular 
music and show tunes by Rick 

Gremlitz at the Hammond Organ with 
the vocal stylings of Sally Gallagher 

and Jean Ellison.

Adult 

Discussion

Pastor Mike is leading a new discussion 
on the gospel of Matthew which started 
on  January 15th.  All are welcome to 

join the group – each week or any week -
and get in on the conversations.  The 
class meets from 8:50 to 9:40 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings 7:00 PM

Men’s Group meets each 
week in the Parlor.

Last year's event saw record
attendance with over 500 laypersons
and clergy participating. As we look
forward to this year's event, we are
planning a full schedule for the day
that includes time for worship,
attending workshops, viewing exhibits
and enjoying food and fellowship with
folks from all over New Hampshire.
With over 80 workshop options on a
variety of topics, we are hopeful that
this day will be meaningful and
productive for all who attend. Everyone
is welcome and encouraged to come
experience the joy and inspiration that
Prepared to Serve offers.

Note: The online registration deadline is

February 15th at 11:59 p.m.

http://www.cvent.com/events/prepared-

to-serve-2017/event-summary

“I Planted, Others Watered, 

but God Gives the Growth."

Happy Birthday to Dot
Goodwin who turned 97 years
young on January 24th.
Congratulations and best wishes
to Dot from her FPC family.



FPC Community Auction

Plans are underway for our latest
FUNdraising project, the FPC Community
Auction. Our target date is currently set for
some time in May. Sign-up sheets are
posted on the FUNdraising bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall. Help is needed in the
following areas:

•Publicity (Posters, Mailings, Media, Signage)
•Refreshments (Complimentary Hors 
d’oeuvres)
•50/50 Raffle Ticket Sellers
•Silent Auction Monitors
•Runners (Item Holders and Winning Bid 
Distributors)
•Registration/Sign-In
•Recorders
•Check-Out
•Set-Up
•Clean-Up
•Preview Monitors
•Parking Shuttle
•Auction Item Collectors

The most immediate need is to collect
items that we hope will be donated for the
auction from local businesses in our
extended church community. Please
consider joining in the FUN by signing up to
collect items in the town/city where you
reside. As this will require some logistics,
there will be a brief organizational meeting
immediately after church in the parlor on
Sunday, February 12th. The primary
purpose of this meeting will be to distribute
packets to be used for requesting donations.

Be sure to watch for more information in the
Steeple Chat as we move forward. And in
case you missed it in January, we all know
that auctions speak louder than words!

Also, please keep in mind our other ongoing
FUNdraising efforts – The Time, Talent and
Treasure $100 Challenge and Amazon Smile.
A huge thank you to all who have
participated so far!

If you have any questions, please contact
Nancy Prue at (603) 749-6897.

A play based on the life of New 

England’s own Emily Dickinson

At First Parish Church in two 
performances:

Friday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m. and

Saturday, March 25 at 2:00 p.m.

The Belle of Amherst delicately explores
the life of America’s greatest woman
poet from the age of 15 when she was
full of hope, until she died at 56, a
virtual recluse. Miss Dickinson’s
experiences are recreated on the stage
with liberal excerpts from her poetry.
Our own Carol Davenport will recreate
this one-woman production which she
performed at two seacoast theater
venues several years ago to critical
acclaim. This fully staged and costumed
production will be performed in the
sanctuary, utilizing our newly installed
lighting system.

This production is being donated by
Carol and her production team to the
ongoing FPC FUNdraising initiatives.

Save the dates! You will not want to
miss this one-of-a-kind performance
which the NY Daily news called:
magnificent…an arresting, riveting

experience.



www.firstparishdover.org

First Parish Church, 218 Central Avenue
Dover, NH 03820

Email: firstparish@comcast.net

Office hours: M-F 9am-3pm
(603) 742-5664; 

Rev. Michael Bennett, Pastor & Teacher
msb@firstparishdover.org

Rick Gremlitz, Church Administrator
rickgremlitz@yahoo.com

NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesdays by 9:00AM
Chimes Deadline: The 15th of every 
month ~ Please email bulletin  and 

chimes information to Joanne at 
firstparish@comcast.net

January 1 ~ Poinsettias
January 8 ~ Poinsettias
January 15 ~ from the Seely and 
Vinciguerra families in loving memory of 
their parents and grandparents
January 29 ~ in loving memory of their 
parents Ruth Hunter and Mildred Boyle

given by Irene and Jerry Boyle

There are many available Sundays
during the year for dedication of altar
flowers. If you would like to have
flowers dedicated in memory or honor of
a loved one or friend, please contact
Joanne in the church office at 742-
5664. If you have a preference as to a
particular kind and/or color of flowers,
you may let Joanne know that. She will
make the request when she places the
flower order. The cost is $50.00 and
payment should be made to the church
office or via the offering plate with “altar
flowers” written on the check memo
line. It’s as easy as that!

Stephen Ministry

Your Stephen Leaders are delighted
and excited to report that we have five
students in training. A new group of
Stephen Minister trainees began their
50 hours of training on January 18th.
The course requires a commitment of
each trainee’s time for independent
reading preparation and in-class
participation. Weather permitting,
the class will meet at 7:00 p.m. each
Wednesday evening for the next 15
weeks and will have two Saturday
double sessions.

Please keep our Leaders and
Trainees in your prayers.

On the birth of Beatrix Leonie

Boyle, daughter of Nicholas and
Heather Boyle, on January 19th.
The proud grandparents are Irene

and Jerry Boyle.

Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism

on January 15th was Hunter James

McKitrick, born on September 26,
2008, son of Annmarie Lynn McKitrick
and nephew of Rosa Smith

and on January 29th Levi Charles

Cavanaugh, born on September 6,
2015, son of Courtney Curtis

Cavanaugh and Ian Charles

Cavanaugh.



The Chimes
The First Parish Church Congregational

The United Church of Christ

218 Central Avenue

Dover, New Hampshire

03820

Return Service Requested

Stepping Up in the New Year!

Every Monday morning at 9:00 a.m.
you are invited to join the 

FPC Walkers!

Due to the winter weather, we are walking inside the church until the ice is 
gone. Anyone can join in but no one 

will track your attendance!
Grab your walking/running shoes and come 

when you can.
For more information contact Jane Kennedy, 749-1042


