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Worship ~ Sundays 

at 10:00 AM

Wishing You a Perplexing Christmas

You notice, that at the end of this extraordinary dialogue 
between Mary and the angel, she is restrained in how she 
describes her emotional state, in what she commits to.  Having 
offered herself up in service to the Lord, having said, “Let it be 
with me according to your word,” she does not go on to say this: 
“Oh, yes.  And now I understand everything.”

—Lillian Daniel[i]

Unlike the infancy narrative in Matthew, which features Joseph, the 
Christmas story in Luke is Mary’s story.  With so much cultural and religious 
significance attached to her character, we tend to forget the essential elements 
of Mary’s character:  she was a young, frightened girl facing a very unusual 
problem.  Lillian Daniel explores this in a published sermon aptly entitled, 
“Borne in Perplexity”.

In Luke’s familiar Christmas story, Mary’s perplexity persists throughout.  
Her faith is not a reflection of perfect understanding.  She never really 
understands what is going on.  She simply pledges her willingness to follow 
and then moves forward in faith, all the while “pondering things in her heart.”

The Advent and Christmas seasons can be difficult for us when we are 
feeling perplexed.  Cultural and social norms seem to promote an ever-festive, 
always cheerful approach to the holiday.  That doesn’t leave much room for us 
when we are experiencing grief over the loss of a loved one, confusion in our 
vocation, or some other difficult life struggle.  The good news is that Jesus 
himself was borne in, and then, born of, just this sort of perplexity.

With perplexity comes new opportunities for self-exploration and faithful 
service to God.  It is fine to be merry, but (biblically speaking, anyway) it may 
be better to be perplexed.

See you in church!
--MSB

___________________________

“Borne In Perplexity—Luke 1:26-38,” Journal for Preachers, Advent 2005.  
Lillian Daniel is Senior Pastor of the First Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ, Dubuque, Iowa.



NEW MEMBERS

New members were received into 
our church fellowship on Sunday, 
November 6th.  They are:  Nicole 
Ashford, Richard Ashford, Deborah 

Cayer, Joseph Cayer, Ann Drysdale, 

Kristine Lynes, Jack Lynes, Matt 

Rogers, Janet Williams and Allen 

Williams.

A warm welcome goes to each one 
of you; we are delighted to have you 
here and that you have chosen First 
Parish to be your home church.

On Sunday evening, December 
11th, at 7:00 PM, the Dover Area 
Religious Leaders Association 
(DARLA) will offer their annual Blue 
Christmas Service here in our 
sanctuary. This special worship 
experience lifts up the hope of 
Emmanuel – God With Us – while 
acknowledging that the season is not 
filled with joy for all, i.e., those who 
have lost a job or those struggling 
with depression, or those who will be 
experiencing their first Christmas 
following the loss of a loved one, etc.

Clergy from various congregations 
in the area will participate along with 
the First Parish Church handbell
choir.  Rick Gremlitz will provide 
organ music.  A reception in 
Fellowship Hall will follow the service.

If this season is a difficult one for 
you, please know that this service is 
for you.  Or if you know someone who 
struggles emotionally at Christmas 
time, we hope you will extend an 
invitation for them to attend – and 
perhaps you can be a support by 
attending with them.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
The Men's Group will again be  

hosting the First Parish Church 
Christmas Dinner at 5:30 p.m. on 
Christmas Day. Doors will open at 5:00 
p.m.. Volunteers will be needed and 
deeply appreciated for set-up, serving 
and clean-up.  Donations of pies and 
desserts as well as monetary gifts would 
be very helpful.  Please contact Sam 
Ronda at sam.ronda@gmail.com or at 
337-5258 if you can help. Many thanks!

COLLECTOR’S CORNER

Offering envelopes for 2017 will be 
available for pickup at the church 
starting on December 18th.

If you don’t like writing checks and 
using envelopes, Electronic Giving

is a convenient way to make 
donations on a scheduled, automatic 
basis.

Did you know you can Give Stock

to First Parish Church?  Donating 
stock is something several members 
have taken advantage of in the 
month of December as part of their 
tax planning.  Your financial and/or 
tax advisor can fill you in on the 
advantages of making donations in 
the form of stock.

If you are interested in either 
Electronic Giving or Giving Stock, 
please send an email to me at 
jrsfpc@gmail.com and I will return 
an Authorization Form and/or 
instructions to you.

John R. Straight,
FPC Collector



First Parish Church will be hosting 
two Christmas parties for the 
residents of St. John’s & Central 
Towers on Saturday, December 

10th at 2:00 pm.  The White Gifts 
Celebration is a tradition for First 
Parish Church and an opportunity 
to share our holiday joy with our 
senior citizens of Dover.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board to help out 
with refreshments and please come 
join the party on the 10th. If you 
would like to purchase a white gift, 
please select a gift tag from the tree 
in the Atrium.  The gifts will be 
offered and brought forward during 
the worship service on December 

4th.    Be sure to bring your gifts 
wrapped in “white paper” with the 
tag fastened on top.  Adults and 
children of all ages are invited to 
come sing carols, and share 
Christmas spirit.  Please contact 
Susan Spence at 842-5139 or 
Carolyn Ricker at 742-4485. 

A  MILLION  THANKS!

We offer an enormous thanks to all 
who helped to make our Election Day 
Food Sale a huge success!!

Atrium cleaners & furniture movers, 
dawn donut drivers, shoppers, apple 
peelers, bakers, and shift volunteers--
you all eagerly and generously gave of 
your time and resources for a fun and 
rewarding time together. A special 
appreciation to the Food Sale 
coordinators, Judy Edwards, Deb 

Gremlitz, and Lorraine Keazer.

Your dedication continues to support 
our beloved First Parish Church in so 
many ways:  strengthening the bonds 
of fellowship between members and 
friends, inviting the stranger into the 
life of our church, increasing the 
visibility of our community of faith in 
Dover and, not incidentally, adding 
$2,000.00 to the financial well-being of 
the church and its many outreach 
programs.  Well done, good and 
faithful servants!

Holiday Craft Fair

Our Holiday Fair, held on November 
19, 2016 was once again a huge 
success. This was due in large part 
to the involvement of so many First 
Parish Church members and friends.

Many thanks to all those who 
helped with set-up, crafting, baking, 
cooking, selling, serving, greeting and 
clean-up. Our Fair truly was a whole 
church event! Feedback from our 
vendors and the community was very 
positive. We are a friendly and

welcoming church community, and 
we can be proud of our reputation.

Our Fair income is over $14,000 
which will directly support the 
ministries and mission of our 
church.

Thank you one and all!

Kathy Baker
Fair Coordinator



SAVE THE DATE!
Epiphany Pageant

Sunday, January 8th

during our worship service

Full dress rehearsal 
Saturday, January 7th

@ 4:00 pm
followed by a 

Pot Luck dinner at 5:30 pm

“Sharing the Spirit”

Beginning November 27th, 
we will be collecting items to fill 
100 boxes for families of Strafford 
County in need, including children in 
the Head Start Program.

Items needed for Infants, 
Toddlers & Preschoolers include: 

Baby wipes, soft books/board books,
bibs, soft toys, socks, crayons, 
markers, glue sticks, small books, 
small stuffed animals, stickers, 
colored pencils, mittens and personal 
care items

No FIRST Kids Gathering or
Sunday School on 

Sunday, December 25th or
Sunday, January 1st
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Grades 9-12

Sunday, December 18th

@ 11:30 AM
Movie:  “Home Alone 2”
Annual Yankee Swap & 

Ice Cream

Coffee hour
will be served downstairs 

in Nazareth Hall on 
Sunday, December 18th.  

The congregation 
is asked to 

walk through our 
Sunday school area 
to vote for the best

Classroom Advent Door!

Light refreshments will be served
in Nazareth Hall

between the 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM 
Christmas Eve service 

for anyone who will be staying 
for both services.



Advent and Christmas Worship at First Parish Church

December 4th ~ 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

The Second Sunday of Advent and Holy Communion
Lighting of the Candle of Peace
Sermon by Pastor Mike Bennett – The Godward Pull
Presentation of White Gifts
Music by First Parish Choir

December 11th ~ 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

The Third Sunday of Advent
Lighting of the Candle of Love
Sermon by Pastor Mike Bennett – Be Patient
Music by First Parish Choir

December 18th ~ 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Lighting the Candle of Joy
A Service of Lessons and Carols
Presentation of “Sharing the Spirit” Shoeboxes
Traditional singing of the Hallelujah Chorus
Music by First Parish Choir, Joyous Ringers, First Parish Ringers

December 24th ~ Christmas Eve

5:00 p.m. Candlelight Service for Families
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Music by Joyous Ringers
Story for Children by Pastor Mike
Distribution of the Light/Silent Night
7:00 p.m. Festival Service in Music and the Word
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Candlelight Procession of Youth and First Parish Choirs
Christmas Message by Pastor Mike Bennett
Distribution of the Light/Silent Night
9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service in Music and the Word
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Music by First Parish Ringers
Christmas Message by Pastor Mike Bennett
Distribution of the Light/Silent Night

December 25th~ Christmas Sunday

No Morning Worship Service – Family Time

January 1st Sunday after Christmas/Holy Communion

Sermon by Pastor Mike Bennett



www.firstparishdover.org
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Dover, NH 03820
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Bulletin Deadline: Tuesdays by 
9:00AM

Chimes Deadline: The 15th of every 
month ~ Please email bulletin  and 

chimes information to Joanne at 
firstparish@comcast.net

We mourn the loss of our dear 
friends called  home by God to share 

in the everlasting kingdom of 
Heaven…

Victoria Reishus ~ 
Daughter of Chris Reishus

Gary Chase ~
Husband of Marsha Chase

Bill Merrill ~
Father of Steve Merrill & Lucy Gorham

November 6 in loving memory of Louis 
and Emma Steuerwald by their 
granddaughter, Barbara Rencurrel

November 13 in loving memory of 
Floyd Ashe from the Ashe family

November 20 in honor of our sons 
and daughters (God’s children) from 
the November birthday mothers –
Mary, Margie, Kathy, Donna, Ann, 

Lorraine, Pat, Barbara, Kay and 
Sandi.

November 27 in celebration of her 
grandsons Alex and Max given by 
Beth Wagner

If you would like to purchase altar 
flowers, please contact Joanne in the 
church office at 742-5664.

Memorial Poinsettias are available 
to order for our Christmas 
services.  The cost is $10.00 per 
plant.  Please sign up on the 
church bulletin board and pre-pay 
in the office by December 11th. 

LET’S GET HEALTHY!

Healthy and happy…isn’t that 
what we all want? So let’s start 
2017 with a new outlook! Gather 
together at 9 am on Monday, 
January 9, 2017 for a 20 to 30 
minute morning walk about the 
Church. After our travels we can 
have a conversation on how we 
would like to see this band of friends 
proceed.

Thoughts to consider: Shall we 
walk together regularly? Do we want 
a short health topic discussion? Do 
we want to meet regularly, when and 
how often? How can we make this 
engaging so we can encourage each 
other and enjoy our time together. I 
will bring a healthy snack that 
tastes good and perk the 
coffee. Hope you’ll join me for this 
fresh start to our new year! Sign up 
at the church office bulletin board.
Jane Kennedy 603-749-1042



The Chimes

The First Parish Church Congregational

The United Church of Christ

218 Central Avenue

Dover, New Hampshire

03820

__________

Return Service Requested
Saturday, December 3rd

Come and enjoy a feast!  This month’s theme will 
be Italian!  All for just $12.00 adults and $5.00 
for children 12 or under.  Served from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m.  Enjoy some musical entertainment 
while you dine!

Italian!


