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Messy

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 

the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 

face of the waters.—

Our sanctuary is a mess at the moment.  As we enter the final phase of our 

Under One Roof project—the painting of the ceiling—pews are moved, things are 

covered with plastic, scaffolds stand everywhere, and dust abounds.  To be 

perfectly honest, I’ll say this: I don’t like it.

I tend to like things orderly and changing. I feel safe and comfortable every 

time I enter a familiar space.  That’s how I’ve felt about our sanctuary for three 

years. I don’t like the current mess. I’m the same way at home. When Sue (who 

is the family handyperson) wants to do a messy house improvement project, 

she’s learned that she can spare herself having to listen to lots of my whining 

by undertaking such projects when I’m out of town.  (Our guest room got 

painted during my recent mission trip!)

I don’t like messes…but…I do understand that sometimes things need to get 

messy before they change for the better. It is just the nature of life.  My mom 

says, as she’s sitting at the hair salon, “You have to be a sight before you can 

be a vision!” Things need to get messed up before they can be prettied up.

In the creation story in Genesis, “a wind from God” sweeps over the 

primordial chaos. It is a messy scene if ever there was one. But out of that mess 

comes our beautiful, complicated, intricate world. Out of that mess 

comes…well, us.

Soon our sanctuary will be better than ever and the annoyance about the 

mess will recede quickly into memory.  If you are experiencing any “messes” in 

your life right now, this might be a timely parable.

See you in church?

--MSB

Worship ~ Sundays 

at 10:00 AM



It is with a sense of joy and 

honor that the Board of Deacons 

begins a new year of serving the 

members and friends of our 

congregation.

We are happy to welcome 4 new 

deacons this month – Joe Stieglitz

(again), Priscilla Johnston, Carol

Foley and Gary Munson.  

Installation of all new officers will 

take place during our worship 

service on October 4, as well as the 

dedication of first time Deacons.

Thanks to Emma Bent who is 

willing to serve as contact person 

to the Board for the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry.  Many members and 

friends have experienced comfort 

in a time of need through a 

lovingly handmade shawl, and we 

appreciate the efforts of those who 

make and donate them to our 

Ministry.

Thanks to Debbie Gremlitz who 

will serve as Parish Partner 

Coordinator for new members 

joining FPC.  This is a very 

important program in our church 

to help new members feel 

welcomed and become a part of 

our congregation.

The ONA process will continue 

over the summer in two 

ways. Pastor Mike and members of 

the ONA committee will host 

listening sessions in the parlor

after worship services on Sunday, July

19 and Sunday, August 9. This will be 

an opportunity for anyone who wishes 

to share their thoughts or concerns on 

this subject.  Also, there will be online 

materials posted in mid-July that 

include audio recordings of the last 4 

ONA session presentations and various 

articles and videos shared throughout 

the process.  Please take advantage of 

this information on the church web-site 

if you missed one or more of the 

sessions, or if you want to refresh your 

memory on any of the topics.

Pastor Mike will be away for 2 

Sundays in August.  Preaching for him 

on August 23rd will be Rev. Jeff Larsen.  

Jeff served First Parish as Associate 

Minister from 1973 – 1976.   Jeff

recently retired as Senior Minister of 

Barrington Congregational Church, 

UCC, Barrington, RI. He and his wife 

Kathleen will be retiring to their home 

in Biddeford, Maine.   On August 30th 

we will welcome Edward Matavhunye to 

our pulpit.  Edward is from Zimbabwe 

and is currently studying at Andover-

Newton Theological School.

Mission Statement of Board of 

Deacons: We are led by the Holy Spirit 

to welcome and affirm all who desire to 

join into fellowship with us: worshiping, 

learning, and serving together as faithful 

disciples of Christ and servants of God’s 

mission in the world.

We look forward to a rich year of 

worship and fellowship with all of you.

Faithfully,

Betsy Carroll & Margie Buckingham

Co-Chairs



First Parish Scholarship 

Awardees for 2015

The Richard Abbott Scholarship is 

named for a former church member 

who had a distinguished career in 

business and management here in 

Dover and is given to a student 

planning a career in the business 

world.  This year’s recipient of the 

Richard Abbott Scholarship is Connor 

Foley.

The Martha Rowe Scholarship is 

named for a former church member 

who was a Professor of Nursing at the 

University of New Hampshire and is 

given to a student planning a career in 

nursing or a health-related field.  This 

year’s recipient of the Martha Rowe

Scholarship is Maritza Nary.

This year the Mission and Action 

Board awarded two scholarships to 

graduating seniors continuing their 

education in a post-secondary 

institution and who have a 

commitment of service to others.  This 

year’s Mission and Action Scholarship 

awards are given to Alexandra Ecker

and Alicia Vining.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!!

Cochecho Challenge

Half-Marathon Update

Your Road Race Committee has 

been meeting monthly since January 

to produce the Second Annual 

Cochecho Challenge Half Marathon.  

This year’s event will be on Saturday, 

October 17, 2015.

This year’s race will feature the 

individual half marathon with the 

addition of a 2-person half 

marathon relay.  Both will start at 

the same time (9:05am) and follow the 

same USA Track & Field Certified 

Course.  The transition for the Relay 

will be located at the Grand & Mason 

Lodge at the corner of Sixth Street 

and County Farm Cross Road. Can’t 

run 13.1 miles?  Try running about 

half that distance in the relay with a 

teammate running the other leg of the 

race.

J Bent, Kathy Daniels, Scott Daniels

and John Straight are returning 

members of the Committee.  Evan

Cook, a coach and fitness instructor, 

has joined us as our Race Co-

Director.  Cheryl Glidden, with the 

guidance of Sandi Potter, has also 

joined the team as the food  

procurement specialist.

The net proceeds of this year’s event 

will go right into the FPC Operating 

Budget.  In our promotion of the 2015 

event, we are emphasizing the need 

for support of the many community 

efforts funded by FPC as well as the 

continual maintenance of our historic 

church building.

Check out the really awesome new 

web site designed by Scott at 

CochechoChallenge.com.

We need registrations, volunteers 

and sponsors.  Please spread the 

word and contact one of the 

Committee members if you need more 

information.



Completing Her UNH Journey

Verna (Dode) Boudreau was this year’s  

most “senior” senior! Verna, 79, won 

the Malcolm and Virginia Smith Prize, 

which is awarded annually to a 

graduating senior in each department 

in the College of Liberal Arts who has 

demonstrated the most progress and 

growth academically in their major 

field of study during their 

undergraduate years.  Congratulations 

Dode!!

Anna Munch celebrated her 100th

birthday on June 23rd at the 

Bellamy Fields Assisted Living 

Facility in Dover.  Anna was joined 

by many relatives who traveled from 

California, Georgia and Idaho to 

honor her.  There were many from 

the local area as well.  Anna joined 

a unique group of Americans when 

she became one of less than 0.02 

percent of the country’s population!

Planning is well underway for our 

Holiday Fair which is just 4 months 

away! Save the date: Saturday, 

November 21, 2015 for this church-

wide, community outreach and 

fundraising event. During the less 

hectic days of summer you can 

contribute to the success of our Fair 

by:

•Recruiting friends and family to rent 

table space to market various 

treasures. Contact Jane Kennedy or 

Joe Stieglitz for more information.

•Setting aside homemade preserves to 

donate to the Pantry Table.

•Rooting some cuttings of your favorite 

plants (especially unusual varieties) for 

the Plant Room.

•Gathering Tiffany type donations (new 

or nearly new items) for the FPC Thrift 

Shop.

•Considering a donation of 

specialty/antique furniture or other 

items to FPC for our Tiffany Collectibles 

& Antiques Room. Contact Jim Prue at 

749-6897 or jeprue@comcast.net for 

more information.

If you would like to learn more about 

our Fair or get involved with the 

planning, contact Kathy Baker – 742-

5976, skmbaker@comcast.net or Jane

Kennedy – 749-1042, 

JaneWKennedy55@comcast.net.

Paula Sterling is working on getting 

items for the raffle table for the fair.  If 

anyone has any items for baskets or 

ideas for what you might like to see in 

the baskets, please call her at 603-

556-2448 or email her at 

psterling01@myfairpoint.net.



September 20September 20thth –– Start of Sunday Start of Sunday 

School/Annual PicnicSchool/Annual Picnic

Even though we do not have
Sunday school classes until 

September, childcare is still 
provided for nursery, toddler 
and preschool age children 
during the service hour.

FIRST PARISH CHURCH RETREAT!

At Horton Center on

Pine Mountain 

in Gorham, NH

August 28-30 

If anyone is interested in joining First 

Parish Church at beautiful Horton 

Center, Gorham NH on August 28, 29 

and 30, please contact Cheryl

Glidden. You don't have to be 100% 

sure, but she needs to get a general 

number of interested people. There is no 

schedule; come to relax, take a hike or 

just sit and enjoy your church family in 

a beautiful setting.

Call Cheryl at 603-330-9578 or email 

questions to her 

at stevecherylsam@myfairpoint.net

Anyone, any age, is welcome. Come as a 

single or as a family.

On the birth of Kristina Beth 

Parra, daughter of Sarah and 

Juan Parra, on July 5th.   Proud 

grandmother is Beth Martindale.

Youth and Confirmation 

Coordinator Changes
Beth Martindale, our Youth 

Coordinator since 2009, recently 

resigned her position here at First 

Parish.  We sincerely thank Beth for 

her years of dedicated service and for 

the many programs she helped to 

initiate and sustain with our Youth 

Ministry and Confirmation classes.  

Beginning in August, the Youth 

Coordinator position will be filled on 

an interim basis by Donna Evans, 

who is also our Christian Education 

Coordinator.  Donna will be working 

with adult volunteers and Pastor

Mike to coordinate the Youth 

programs and Confirmation classes.

Summer Office Hours (for 
the months of July and 

August) are Monday through 

Friday from 9 am to noon.  

Please call ahead to make 

sure someone is in the office 

to help you.  742-5664

Save the Date

Saturday, August 22

A fundraiser for End68 Hours of 

Hunger is being planned at St. 

Thomas Episcopal Church.  More 

details will follow.



Council Comments

Congratulations to all!  In June we 

agreed what the congregation will do 

for the next twelve months.  Now we 

can all slip into the more relaxed and 

informal summer mode of church life.  

Then come September we get back to 

work on our journey of faith with the 

resources and leadership that we 

approved in June.

Some big things have been done –

or soon will be.  The outside 

appearance of our church looks great!  

And soon our sanctuary will look 

better than any of us can remember.

Now it is up to us, individually, to 

look for the “little things” like the 

facets of a gem that transforms it into 

a jewel and makes First Parish 

Church our second home.  As you 

look at the outside of the church and 

grounds, and the inside in our pews, 

atrium, Fellowship Hall, rooms and 

hallways, is there some little thing 

that needs attention to make things 

better?  Take ownership and do it.

Let’s make First Parish Church our 

second home where we can proudly 

and joyously invite and host our 

friends and strangers to come in and 

partake in our journey of faith.

Your servant,

Mike Balok

Parish Partners

The Parish Partners for our newest 

members of FPC are as follows:

Ashley and Andrew Courter ~    

Allison Friend-Gray

Susan Dunker ~ Mary Norris

Karen Scoon ~ Erin Pender

Karen Skeels ~ Ann Schultz

Susan Spence ~ Laurie Ashe

Donna Tetreault ~ Judy Edwards

Wednesday September 16th

from 1-6pm. 

First Parish Church will be hosting a 

blood drive on Wednesday, September 

16th, from 1:00 to 6:00 PM.  All blood 

types are urgently needed!  Did you 

know every 3 seconds someone needs 

the precious gift of blood?  Come give 

the gift of life!  You may call 1-800-

Red-Cross to make an appointment or 

simply walk in.  If you have donated 

before at First Parish, email Kathy

Daniels at moments9@live.com or 

call her at 603-742-3481 and she can 

set up an appointment for you.

Men’s Group meets 

Wednesday evenings at

7:00 pm in the Parlor.

NHCUCC WOMEN’S 

FELLOWSHIP FALL TWO-DAY 

GATHERING

‘SHARING OUR STORIES’
Friday & Saturday, Sept 18-19

Woodbound Inn, Rindge, NH

Contact Trudie at 603-828-4200 

or email trudieglenn@yahoo.com



www.firstparishdover.org
First Parish Church, 218 Central Avenue

Dover, NH 03820

Email: firstparish@comcast.net

Summer Office hours: M-F 9 am-12 pm

(603) 742-5664; 

Rev. Michael Bennett, Pastor & Teacher

msb@firstparishdover.org

Rick Gremlitz, Church Administrator

rickgremlitz@yahoo.com

NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesdays by 9:00AM

Chimes Deadline: The 15th of every 

month ~ Please email bulletin  and 

chimes information to Joanne at 

firstparish@comcast.net

June 7 to the glory of God and in 

loving memory of Sidney & Helen 

Peterman by their daughter Bonnie 

Peterman

June 14 in loving memory of Don 

Boardman from his family

June 28 in loving memory of Nathan 

Dow Daniel from the Daniel family

July 5 in loving memory of Gil 

Davenport from Carol and the girls

July 12 with loving thanks for the life 

of John L. McDaniel from his family

July 19 in loving memory of Jenny 

Woodward from sister Joy, daughter 

Marilyn and granddaughters Marnie

& Meghan

July 26 in loving memory of Marilyn 

Worcester from her daughter Sandi 

Potter

If you would like to purchase altar 

flowers, please contact Joanne in 

the church office at 742-5664.

We mourn the loss of our dear 

friends, called  home by God to 

share in the everlasting kingdom 

of Heaven…

Owen Moore ~

Linda Moore’s father

Terry Daniel

George Salzer’s cousin

Lovertia ‘Dee’ Grant

Arthur Grant’s wife & former member

To FPC Members, Friends & Staff:
I wish to thank all those who provided 

meals for mother and me, provided snacks 

and food for me, visited mother and me, 

sent cards and notes to me, sent gifts to 

me including a journal and prayer shawl, 

made phone calls, sent flowers, offered 

prayers and helped in other ways during 

my recent tibia fracture.  Your help was 

very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Clement

Thank You
I would like to thank all my ushers for 

their job well done.  They are always 

there when I need them!

Thanks again,

Paul Smith, Head Usher

I want to thank all of you who prayed 

for my brother, Dennis, who had two 

strokes.  He has had his home check with 

his therapists and all is well.  He will be 

home as soon as his wheelchair arrives.

Thank you all and God bless.  God is 

good!

Love, Gordon & Eileen Drake



The Chimes
The First Parish Church Congregational

The United Church of Christ

218 Central Avenue

Dover, New Hampshire

03820

Return Service Requested

Visit Horton Center’s 

website for a full list of 

summer programs
hortoncenter.org

First Parish is a Stephen Ministry 

Church.  For more information, 

contact one of our Stephen Leaders:  

Judy Edwards, 603-978-4789;  Beth 

Martindale, 281-796-2076; Tim Ashe, 

603-953-5903; Dave Dickson, 603-

781-9791 or Pastor Mike Bennett, 

742-5664.


