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Worship Services
Sundays at 10AM

and 5:30PM!!!
The In Between Time
OUR LENTEN JOURNEY

LENT, is a time to look clearly at ourselves and 
our world to see where we are growing and 
where we are not living as fully as God intends. 
This reflection invites us to consciously make 
some changes in our lives--or some new 
beginnings.  Traditionally people in the 
Northern Hemisphere have believed that the 
word "Lent" comes from the same root as 
"length" and that it refers to the lengthening of 
days at this time of year.

Recently, some people have wondered whether 
it comes from the Latin word lentare, which 
means, "to bend."  During the winter we see 
the branches on our forsythia bushes or 
rhododendron bend under the weight of the 
snow.  If they resisted the added pressure, they 
would break. So instead, they yield to the 
gentle burden and in so doing, become more 
beautiful.

We also yield to oncoming traffic when we 
merge onto the Spaulding Turnpike.  Not only 
is it a courtesy, but it's good for your health!  
We would inevitably be sideswiped or rear-
ended by an eighteen-wheeler tooling down 
the highway.  We yield to the ongoing move-

ment of traffic and thus blend in with the 
forward movement. With that connection, 
Lent can be seen as a time of transformation or 
bending, of turning toward a new way of acting 
or being.  It is a time of yielding to the flow of 
God's Spirit.

The night before his execution, Jesus likened 
himself to another kind of tree, a grapevine.  "I 
am the true vine," Jesus said.  "Abide in me as 
I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me.  I am 
the vine, you are the branches" (John 15: 1, 5). 
Jesus likened himself to the main trunk of a 
grapevine that provided the nourishment to 
the attached branches.  Their job was to bear 
grapes, but if they didn't "abide" in the trunk, 
they would wither and die or their fruit would 
be deficient.

Abide is a word that implies resting, yielding. 
Unless the secondary branches yielded, gave 
way to the main branch, they would choke. If 
they remained in the trunk they would 
flourish.

After spending a day ministering to the rag tag 
of the world Jesus gave this comforting 
invitation: "Come to me, all of you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light" (Matthew 11: 28-30).

Another call to rest, to yield, to bend, to abide 
in the will of Christ. He assumes we are all 
carry-ing burdens.  Is it the grind of a job you 
really hate?  Do you have the burden of car-ing 
for an elderly parent while your brothers and 
sisters live miles away?  Does your teenage 
daughter act as if you are a Neanderthal? Is the 
shame that I'm somehow no good become 
unbearable at times?  Do you still carry regrets
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about something done years ago?  Is there an 
addiction in your life that you think is un-
speakable?  Jesus knows this.  He's been part 
of life.  He's carried some of the same loads.

Instead, he invites you to put down your pack, 
and place his yoke on your shoulder.  You're 
going to have to wear a yoke one way or the 
other, so it might as well be his.  His yoke is 
easy compared to yours.  He won't flog you for 
what you've done or haven't done. He won't 
remind you how weak you are because you 
can't carry the load.  His burden is light.  It's 
the burden of love.

When life brings inordinate pressures, we 
must learn to bend like the bushes under the 
snow.  There is buoyancy and resilience in 
those young branches as they submit to that 
extra weight.  They don't fight it.  In so doing 
they become stronger, more able to resist the 
load next winter.

There is also the pressure of the Spirit asking 
you to bend, to yield to the will of God more 
fully in your life.  Might it be to be more 
prayerful and deliberate about life? Is there an 
issue of justice I need to attend to? Could it be 
I need to give up that negative spirit or early 
morning grousing to God? Am I grieving that 
my church isn’t as I remember it? Do I need to 
make room for people who have different 
tastes, theology or politics? Do I spend more 
time serving my own needs than those hurting 
in this world? Does my impatience get me into 
more trouble than I like to admit? Whatever it 
is... Yield. Rest. Bend.

Lenten blessings,

Rev. Dr. Norman B. Bendroth
Sr. Interim Pastor

(Or what can we learn from our
“Back to the Future” event?)

Our “Back to the Future” event was both a 
joyful and a painful time together. It was joyful 
because of all of the rich memories and history 
we shared that many had never heard before. 
It was painful because people also named 
some of the hard times First Parish Church has 
been through. People relived the pain of the 
conflict some 7-8 years ago when twenty-two 
concerned parishioners brought their 
unhappiness with aspects of Rev. Slater’s 
ministry to the diaconate. The response was 
for Rev. Slater’s supporters to fire back. It was 
a dark time in the church’s history with 
charges and counter charges, harsh emails and 
phone calls exchanged, and a final result with 
which no one was happy.
Some have asked Jessica and I why we 

“picked off the scab” of those painful 
memories that they thought had buried. But 
they apparently weren’t buried too deeply 
because they came bubbling to the surface 
pretty quickly. The reason we have to look at 
the “dark” or “shadow” side of our history is to 
own it as part of who we are.
We gladly claim the historic milestones and 

proud moments, but we also need to own the 
not so proud moments; they show us what we 
can become as a congregation during stressful 
times. If churches don’t name those negative 
behaviors, they deny them or bury them and 
they come rushing back during the next time 
of conflict. Just as we personally have a 
“shadow side,” or “lower nature” as the apostle 
Paul puts it, that we need to come to terms 
with, so do congregations. Perhaps you have a 
difficulty with anger, worry, impatience or lack 
of discipline with which you often wrestle, so 
also churches might keep secrets, act 
suspiciously toward outsiders, or avoid 
conflict. Those are unhealthy ways of 
behaving.2



Some also asked why was it necessary to 
bring up the fact that a former pastor (it was 
only one and it was many years ago) crossed a 
sexual boundary with a parishioner. It was not 
to be salacious or to muckrake, but to raise the 
question: are their feelings of hurt, anger or 
betrayal in the congregation that were never 
dealt with? Is it hard for people at First Parish 
Church to trust clergy again after that breach 
of trust? One parishioner told me their 
children were terribly disillusioned upon 
learning about the pastor’s misconduct. 
For a pastor to have an intimate relation-

ship with a parishioner is a breach of profes-
sional ethics, just as if a doctor, counselor or a 
psychiatrist had an affair with a patient. There 
is always a relationship of unequal power be-
tween a professional caregiver and a client, ev-
en if they are so-called “consenting adults.”
People need to feel safe with their pastor.
Just as there can be diseased cells in the 

local body of Christ, there are also healthy cells 
that need to multiply and grow. So what 
constitutes a healthy church and how can we 
continually inject health into our church body? 
Let me suggest a few ways.
**Healthy churches are where people feel safe 
to be themselves without rejection, criticism or 
pressure to conform. People are free to share 
their thoughts, values and ideas and welcome 
those from others as well. Differences are wel-
comed as a normal part of the human family.
**Healthy churches are transparent. Boards 
and committees are open to all and minutes 
are accessible. Members don’t have secret 
meetings in the parking lot, at a coffee shop or 
in their homes, but keep their concerns in the 
open.
**Healthy churches have direct communica-
tion. If an individual has a problem or concern 
they go directly to the person, including the 
pastor(s). They speak for themselves and not 
for others.   They also understand that having 
your say doesn’t necessarily mean having your 
way.

**Healthy churches aren’t afraid of conflict. 
Conflict means a body of people is alive and 
well. People respond to anxiety and change 
instead of reacting to it. A healthy church will 
have venues to share conflicts and policies and 
procedures everyone follows. Conflict is not 
bad but dealing with conflict by trying to get 
others in your corner, painting those who 
disagree with you as “bad guys,” or pretending 
it isn’t there is unhealthy. Large people talk 
about ideas; small people talk about others.
**Healthy churches are places where forgive-
ness is freely given and received. We all are 
one at the foot of the cross—sinners in need of 
God’s grace and redemption. We shouldn’t be 
surprised when we sin or someone sins against 
us, but we should be able to model how a 
community of faith struggles to keep its ac-
counts short and play fair.
**Healthy churches recognize that in God’s 
wisdom we are an emotional system. Just as 
our bodies are comprised of many different, 
but interdependent systems, so are churches. 
We try to keep emotional stability and when 
tension is introduced into the system (the 
pastor changes the worship service or the 
deacons made a decision not everyone agrees 
with) the system then pushes back to try to 
find equilibrium. Sometimes we just have to 
live with the tension for a while and see where 
the Spirit leads us.
**Healthy congregations focus on their 
strengths rather than their weaknesses. They 
don’t try to be something they’re not. 
**Healthy churches focus on mission, rather 
than on “getting along,” the past, survival, “the 
minister,” or some other thing or issue. The 
mission of loving God, sharing Christ and 
ministering to people drives every decision.
**Healthy congregations act flexibly and 
creatively adapting to new challenges instead 
of rigidly relying on precedent, Roberts Rules, 
or by laws, realizing that every problem does
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not have a quick fix. New truths require new 
practices and that takes discernment.
**Healthy churches practice hospitality 
welcoming the stranger, the newcomer and the 
outsider instead of favoritism for the few or 
like-minded.  People empower others rather 
than dominate or cure them. People develop 
caring relationships and share their lives 
instead of each living for oneself.
I could go on, but I think you get the pic-

ture.  It takes work to maintain a healthy 
church just as it does a healthy body. We will 
be talking more about what makes healthy 
leaders at our March 3 leadership develop-
ment training. All are welcome. Will you join 
me in injecting health into our church body?

Faithfully,

Norman

Ongoing and Upcoming Enhancements
for Sunday School Worship

Every Sunday morning, starting with gathering 
songs at 8:45am, parents and teachers enjoy a 
time of festive and celebratory worship in 
Nazareth Hall, downstairs in the Christian 
Education wing of First Parish.  Its intent is to 
foster an awareness, appreciation and 
knowledge of Christian worship, imparting to 
children and adult alike the very practices that 
nurture and support faithful living.   Since its 
inception, the Sunday School Worship here at 
First Parish Church is a model of teaching and 
worship that other churches have sought to 
emulate.

In order to cultivate and deepen the faith 
practices of all who attend the Sunday School 
Worship services, some practices or 
enhancements have been introduced or will be 
apparent during the next few weeks and 
months. 

1. Realizing that this is one of three worship 
services that take place here at First Parish on 
Sunday (the other two being the 10am and 
5:30pm services), our teachers have expressed
a desire that Nazareth Hall be appreciated and 
treated as the sanctuary setting it was designed 
and created to be.  Using a “lead by example”
approach, teachers are asking that parents and 
other adults honor this first worship service as 
sacred as well as celebratory – so that even from 
a very early age, all in our community will learn 
the importance of glorifying God.  The purpose 
of worship is to be renewed, strengthened and 
transformed as God’s people. 

a. Very soon worship bulletins will be provided 
at the beginning of our first worship service, 
just like they are upstairs, to help us 
remember that we are entering into an 
important and sacred place.  All entrances 
will bear visual and scriptural reminders of 
the intent of this time and setting. 

b. Children and youth will have the opportunity 
to serve as ushers, while gently reminding 
those who come after 8:50am to use the rear 
door of the hall in order to minimize 
distraction. 

c. Ultimately the worship space will be 
reconfigured to allow for a more intimate 
and richer experience, by arranging the 
chairs, altar and other elements differently.  
As with item a & b, this is being done in 
collaboration with teachers, worship 
leaders and the Christian Education Board. 

2. During worship, a number of faith 
practices are cultivated.  We learn to gather 
together, we learn to appreciate the 
importance of hearing God’s Word, of prayer 
and offering, as well as dedicating our gifts to 
God.  Another vital practice that is done 
during worship is singing.   We sing 
frequently during our 10am and 5:30pm 
services.  Thankfully singing is very much a 
part of Sunday School Worship too. continued4



March 7, 2010 
Third Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 55: 1-9;  Psalm 63: 1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9

“No Easy Answers”
Rev. McArdle preaching

March 14, 2010
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5: 9-12;  Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5: 16-21
Luke 25: 1-3, 11b-32
“The Pangs of Jealousy”
Rev. McArdle preaching

On Sunday morning, February 21st , 
we celebrated the baptisms of

Joshua Jeremy Dion, son of 
Jeremy & Aimee Dion;

Amara Celestina Endrizzi, daughter of 
Matt & Susan Endrizzi;
Oliver Ray Neudecker, 
son of Brandon & Julie

Neudecker; and
Andrea Celine Tuasuun, daughter of

Victor & Rachel Tuasuun

Congratulations to 
Ryan & Kayla Wheeler
on the birth of their son, 

Jack Ryan, born February 1, 2010.

Spring really is coming, and spring plants 
to decorate our  Sanctuary for Easter may 
be ordered by pre-paying when you sign up 
on the sheet on the bulletin board across

from the office.    $8.00 per plant.  Please 
indicate how you would like the dedication 
to read.    Deadline is Friday –March 26th

We are in need of coffee hour 
leaders for March.  There is a 
sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board across for the office.  
Please sign up there or contact 
Norma Willard at 
normawillard@comcast.net
or by phone at 742-4878.  It has 
been decided by council that on 
the months where we cannot get 
a leader or leaders, the 
refreshments after the church 
service will be limited to just 
coffee, tea, and juice.

March 28, 2010
Sixth Sunday in Lent
Palm Sunday
Intergenerational Service
Liturgy of the Palms; Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29
Luke 19: 28-40
Liturgy of the Passion; Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Psalm 31: 9-16; Philippians 2: 5-11
Luke 22: 14-23:56
“Prelude to Forgiveness;”
Revs. Bendroth & McArdle preaching

March 21, 2010
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14

John 12: 1-8
“Dead Man Walking”

Rev. Bendroth preaching

a.  So that all present can learn more songs AND enjoy 
it more, Adam MacDougall (who helps direct the E-
Club program with our staff/ teachers/volunteers) 
and Carol Seely (who leads the Bell choirs) will be 
regularly taking part during the Sunday School 
Worship time.  We hope this will help parents get 
to know Adam as well as Carol on a more personal 
basis while learning more about the music 
programs they direct here at the church.  As with 
the other important changes that are taking place 
for this service, this is being done in collaboration 
with the Music Committee, worship leaders, 
teachers and Christian Education Board.

In Christ,

Rev. Jessica McArdle
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One Great Hour of Sharing
Mission & Action Board
Special Offering on
Sunday March 14th 2010

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is one way we can follow Christ's command by helping 
those who go to the aid of the world's poor, sick, and suffering.  Through OGHS we can be a 
resource to reach hurting people in countries around the world with food, medicine, and other 
assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ. 
You may ask “Why should we do this? Have we not donated and pledged enough already?”

We should always remember our offerings are made first,  last, and always in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. who clothes us and feeds us daily.

All that we have is His alone. As for us we are simply stewards.               Roddy Bryce
Co-Chair; Mission and Action Board

An Appeal for Gifts and 
Prayers for Haiti. The 
Mission and Action 
Committee will be 

taking up a continued 
collection in aid to 
the victims of this 

natural disaster.  The
funds will be distributed

through our UCC Wider Church Ministries. 
(www.ucc.org/disaster/major-earthquake-

strikes.html) Thank you for anything you can do!

Donations needed:
Personal Care Products such as 

shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
shaving cream, razors, deodorant,
feminine hygiene products; Soap 

Products: hand soap, laundry & dish 
detergents, Paper Products: toilet paper, 

towels, napkins, tissues and diapers. Paper 
grocery bags are also needed. Items may be 
left at the food pantry drop off box outside 

the office. Thanks for your generous support.

For the FPC Community Service Desk 
Every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon First Parish Church offers assistance in small ways to 
those in the community in need. This might be through gasoline, prescriptions, or other small 
emergencies. This desk needs manning throughout the year. We would like to assemble a team 
of people to take one or two Wednesdays a month. The desk is run directly out of the office area 
and is easy to learn how to do. This is requires just a small commitment of time. Contact Jane 

Kennedy at the church office, 742-5664, or call her at home, 749-1042.

Please keep our Hurricane Relief 
Team in your prayers as they spend 
March 6-13 in New Orleans with the 
continued effort to rebuild after 
Hurricane Katrina.  God Speed.

You bet! Be here on March 7 to hear about the 
opportunities in New Hampshire that are available 
through your NH UCC Conference. Opportunities to 
experience God's creation in the mountains, on a lake, 
or at the ocean. Programs for all folks - really - infants to 
seniors, singles, families, and groups of all kinds.

6



Adult Sunday Morning Offerings:  9am
**  Rev. Bendroth will offer a new Sunday 
morning adult ed. class during Lent entitled, 
"Pausing on the Road to Jerusalem"We 
will be looking at key passages of scripture that 
look at Jesus' humanity, temptation, vocation, 
and the various meanings of his death on the 
cross. Be there for an enriching time of growth.

Lenten Conversations begins on Sunday 
February 28th from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. for 
Confirmation parents and mentors. This is a 
five week series through March 28th  based on 
the book Words  for the Journey, letters to our 
teenagers about life and faith, by Martin 
Copenhaver and Anthony Robinson. 

** Sunday February 28th-
1:30-3:30 ~ FPC is defending 
our FIRST PLACE status at The 
Dover Children’s Home Bowl A 
Thon on Sunday  2/28.  We 
need your support in sponsor-
ships!  Look for the youth in the 
atrium before and after Sunday 
worship services. 

** Confirmation Mentor 
Class resumes and meets twice
in March on Sunday March 7th 
and March 28th at 11:30 a.m. 

** High School Bowling 
Night Sunday, March 21st at 
4:00p.m.  at Dover Bowl. 

Monday Evenings: 7pm
** Lent is traditionally a time of discipline. But 
it is also a time of freedom when the Spirit of 
God urges us to be open to the experiences of 
Jesus. During Lent on Monday evenings, March 
15, 22, & 29 in the Parlor, you are invited to join 
Rev. Bendroth for a time of reflection. We will 
be using a series of meditations called A Season 
for the Spirit by Martin Smith as a resource. 
There is no need to buy the book. Our time will 
also be spent learning different practices of 
prayer and meditating with Scripture. Come for 
one session or all.

• The game we now know as Rock Paper Scissors has 
been around for longer than we can even estimate. Cave 
drawings discovered in the 1840’s provide an historical 
record of a game played by cavemen called Rock, Rock 
and Rock. While the rules were slightly different, the 
concept is very much the same. Over the years the game 
evolved.
• It is said that each morning during their famous 
journey, the captains of the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria 
would play a game called Stone, Scroll and Sword. The 
loosing captain would sail in front that day, and therefore 
was the most likely to fall off the edge of the Earth.
• Richard Gere uses Rock Paper Scissors to decide 
which movies he will be in.
• Rock Paper Scissors has even played a role in our 
development as a congregation. The interim search 
committees used Rock Paper Scissors to select both Rev. 
Norm and Rev. Jessica.

3:30PM on March 7th    followed by Sunday
evening worship

ROCK PAPER SCISSORS TOURNAMENT 
Sunday March 7th

Bring: *Canned Goods (donation)
*Games to share    *The WHOLE family
*Rocks                      *Paper
*Scissors (but don’t run with them)

4th Annual
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7th – Ethan Foley & Ashley Gould
14th – Zach & Patrick Helm 
21st – Bethany Gould & Cassie Henry
28th – Stephen Geuther & William Marchesi

SNOW DAYS!!!  If we have a 
snow day and Sunday School 
is cancelled, E-club is also 
cancelled. Check WTSN, 
WOKQ, WCSH-TV & 
WMUR-TV for announcement.

March 21st

Crazy Hair DayCrazy Hair Day

Save the Date
April 4 – Easter Sunday
No Sunday School/E-club

For the safety of our 
children, the Church St. 
entrance to Nazareth Hall will  
be LOCKED at 9:10 am.  
Please use the Central Ave. 
entrance after that time.  
THANK YOU! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MR. VINING & MR. FOLEY’S 

5TH/6TH GRADE CLASS!
They had the most friends 
on Bring-A-Friend Day!

Way to go!!!!
Our kids brought over 

20 friends to Sunday School!  

MARCH  MISSION PROJECT
Church World Service ~ For the 
entire month of March we will be collecting 
items for school kits.  Take a look at the
list of items by visiting the 
website:churchworldservice.org
(Click on kits then click on 
School Kit)

�����������������

It’s not too soon to be thinking about 
summer and camp at Horton Center.
The Outdoor Ministries Program  of the 
NH Conference, United Church of 
Christ  offers trips and unit camping for 
all  ages, even programs  for parents and 
kids together.

Check out the 
website at
www.hortoncenter.org

This will be my fifth year leading the Jr. 
High Canoe trip.  I can tell you, there is 
nothing like it.
�����������������

March 14 
Spring Ahead!

Acolytes
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Youth Choirs ~ Children in grades 
Kindergarten thru 4 sing during E~club.

Choir Chimesmeet on Monday afternoon from 
4:30 – 5:15pm.   First grade thru  4th grades are 
invited.   Returning and new members are welcome.  

Handbell Choir for Youth rehearses on 
Wednesday afternoons  from 5:30-6:15pm.  
Grades 5 thru 8  are invited to join.  
Please call Carol Seely at  312-0771
or email her at k9vet@rcn.com

An organ trivia question: who was the only 
keyboard artist in history to be named 

performer of the year by both the Theater Organ 
Society, and the American Guild of Organists at 
the same time?  World renowned virtuoso 

keyboard artist Hector Olivera will return to 
First Parish Church for a concert performance 

on Sunday, May 23 at 6:00 p.m.
A hallmark of Hector’s playing is a wide variety 
and styles of music---truly something for all 
ages and musical tastes.  Equally at home with 
Broadway show tunes, orchestral masterworks, 
and classics of all periods, Hector is known for 
his fiery and passionate playing, coupled with 

his unique wit and humor.  
In addition to playing our organ, Hector will 
bring to First Parish an instrument he recently 
designed for the Roland Keyboard Company of 
Japan that duplicates the full range and breadth 
of a symphony orchestra.  Concert selections 
will range from Bach to Gershwin to current 
Broadway hits.  On a recent concert tour to 

France, Hector played to a sell-out audience in 
Paris’ Notre Dame Cathedral (which has a tad 

larger seating capacity than FPC!)
The New York Times recently stated:  “Hector 
Olivera…a rare opportunity to hear and see 
greatness.” Tickets for Hector’s First Parish 
concert will be available beginning April 1st.  To 
get a preview of the incomparable Hector, visit: 

www.HectorOlivera.com.

Calling all for some fun and fellowship…
Saturday, May 1 at 6:00 pm------save the date 
for an evening of entertainment.  The Music 
Committee is sponsoring the return of a 
church-wide performance featuring the 

talented people of our congregation.  We hope 
to have an evening of show tunes, comedy 
skits, novelty song/dance routines, or 

anything else that YOUR imagination can 
create.  We hope to have all groups and ages 
of our members and friends represented in 
the Follies, and want to make this an 

opportunity to perform and laugh together.  
Coordinators of the Follies are Carol Seely 

and Rick Gremlitz.  To volunteer for the show, 
please contact either Carol (email: 
k9vet@rcn.com) or Rick (email: 
rickgremlitz@yahoo.com)    

Proceeds from the Follies will support various 
music program expenses as well as the 
handbells refurbishment project. 

A new sound module was recently connected to 
our organ that allows a wide variety of non-
organ type sounds to be played from the organ 
keyboards.  This sound module is connected to 
special knobs on the organ console known as 
MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) 
couplers.  Literally hundreds of different sounds 
can be accessed from this sound module and 
linked to the onboard memories in the organ’s 
computer operating system.  These sounds can 
then be recalled from the memory and added to 
the typical organ sounds.   You will hear sounds 
of orchestral strings, various percussion effects, 
xylophones, marimbas, pan flutes, brass and 

reed instruments and much more. 
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Dear Good Neighbors,
On behalf of the Dover SHARE Fund, thank 
you for your considerate and generous 
donation from the MLK Service.  We are most 
grateful that you have found us worthy of your 
gift.  Please be assured that your entire 
contribution will be applied directly to those 
Dover residents in need unless you indicate 
your desire to sponsor an expense.  It is people 
like you that make SHARE possible.
In humble appreciation,

Sr. Helene
A Dover SHARE staff member

To my church Family,
My recent illness made me realize how lucky
I am to have so many friends through First

Parish Church.  The best medicine I received
was the cards, phone calls, and emails from
all of you.  I appreciate your concern and 

friendship.
Gratefully,

Norma Willard

Thank you and Congratulations to FPC for 
raising $261.97 for Souper Bowl Day of Caring!  
Your generosity is appreciated.  The Dover 
Food Pantry will be receiving the entire 
amount of $261.97. 
Signed, 

Youth Group

The United Church of Christ daily 
Calendar of Prayer. Please visit
http://www.ucc.org/worship/calendar/
Daily Lectionary Reading. Go to
http://www.macucc.org/education/lectionary.htm
to print out a copy. 

March 12-14, 2010 
An intergenerational celebration for ages 14 and 
up!   Plans for the weekend include inspirational 
worship, thought provoking workshops, exciting 
music, dynamic speakers, entertainment, fun, 
and best of all  — a chance to meet and share 
with other UCC women from all over New 
England.  Share in a special intergenerational 
workshop called CONNECTION with Valerie 
Tutson and Wendi Cook who will facilitate co-
creation of expressions of our journey through 
art, music, and movement as sisters of spirit.  
Other workshop topics range from How to 
Green Your Church, to Family Meal: Sacred 
Time Together, to Liturgical Dance.  You 

choose!  To register! Go to 
http://www.uccwomenscelebration.org

to the Celebration Schedule, register, and make 
hotel reservations.   If you have questions, want 
to find a roommate, share transportation, or 
need some financial assistance, check with Nan 
Nutt (drnutt@ comcast.net, 603-659-7327)

Our congregation’s Stephen Ministry 
equips lay people to provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care to individuals in 
our congregation and community who
are experiencing difficulties in their lives.  
For more information, contact 
one of the Stephen Leaders:
Norma Marshall, 207-439-0611
Mary Norris, 742-6587      
Carol Davenport, 742-9817                                         
Joe Stieglitz, 659-834510



Sunday: 2/7/10     AM: 276 PM: 35
Sunday:  2/14/10   AM: 283 PM: 70
Sunday:  2/21/10   AM: 148 PM: 26

(school vacation)

February 7  in loving memory of Lovell C.
Hindle by his wife, Ethel

February 14 in loving memory of Gladys 
“Mickey” Harris by her daughter, Lana Black

February 21 I loving memory of Elbridge
Goodwin by his wife Doris and family

February 28 in loving memory of my mom
& dad, gram & grandpa, Ernest & Lucille
Edwards by their daughter, Judy and grand-
daughter, Meg.

www.GoodISHappening.org
First Parish Church
218 Central Avenue
Dover, NH 03820

Email: firstparish@comcast.net
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday ~ 9:00am to 3:00pm 
(603) 742-5664

Fax: 603-750-0411
NH UCC: www.nhcucc.org

Rev. Dr. Norman B. Bendroth
Senior Interim Pastor

nbendroth15@comcast.net
Rev. Jessica McArdle:

Interim Associate Pastor
jessicamcardle@gmail.com

Worship Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesdays at 9:00AM
Chimes Deadline:

The 15th of every month ~  Please email 
bulletin  and chimes information
to Lisa at firstparish@comcast.net

To start receiving the chimes via email, 
please send an email to 
chimesfpc@gmail.com with the 
subject “eChimes”.

Are you interested in remembering a loved one 
or honoring someone special by purchasing 
altar flowers? If so, you may bring flowers 
from your own florist or use the church florist 
at a cost of  $50.00.  You may also share this 
cost with someone else. I am more than happy 
to have two dedications on a weekend. You can 
reserve the same dates year after year if they 
are available.   Please contact Jane in the 
church office at 742-5664. 

We mourn the loss of our dear friends, 
called home by God to share in the 
everlasting kingdom of Heaven…

Karen Harris ~ friend of Carol Davenport
Richard Langlois ~ Nancy’s husband
Dorothy Nutt ~ Nan Nutt’s mom
Evelyn Stock ~ Mike Tugel’s aunt

Norman Toshach ~ longtime volunteer

Do you have the gift of hospitality 
and caring for others?  There are 
opportunities to prepare meals for 
those who have lost loved ones or 
who have just returned from a stay in 
a hospital.   If you are  interested  in 
this ministry, please contact Beth 
Werker at werker1@comcast.net or  
207-384-2527.

Please contact Kathy Daniels at 742-3481 or
shesababe@hotmail.com to be added to our 

email prayer chain. 

Wednesday Evenings~ 7:00 pm
Men’s Groupmeets each week in the Parlor. 
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Lenten Conversations:
Sunday evenings with Rev. McArdle

from 4-5pm in the Parlor ~ based on the
book Words for the Journey, Letters to
Our Teenagers About Life and Faith.

Lenten Disciplines:
Monday evenings (3/15, 3/22 & 3/29)

with Rev. Bendroth at 7pm in the Parlor ~ 
for a time of reflection; based on the book

A Season for the Spirit.


